ANNUAL REPORT

20
17

The ARC Centre of Excellence for the Dynamics of Language is
funded by the Australian Research Council (CE140100041),
The Australian National University, The University of Melbourne,
The University of Queensland and Western Sydney University.

The College of Asia and the Pacific
The Australian National University H.C. Coombs Building
Fellows Road, Acton ACT 2601
Email: coedl@anu.edu.au
Phone: (02) 6125 9376
www.dynamicsoflanguage.edu.au
www.facebook.com/CoEDL
© ARC Centre of Excellence for the Dynamics of Language 2018
Design: Personified Design www.personified.design

ARC Centre of
Excellence for the
Dynamics of Language
Annual Report 2017

Table of
contents

Section 1:
The Centre

7

Section 2:
People

25

Section 3:
Research

63

Section 4:
Education, Training and Mentoring

103

Section 5:
National and International Linkages

111

Section 6:
Outreach and Engagement

117

Section 7:
Centre Visitors and Centre Visits

129

Section 8:
Outputs

137

Section 9:
Performance Indicators

151

Section 10:
Financials

157

The Centre’s
Mission
Transform the focus of the language sciences to a dynamic
model where diversity, variation, plasticity and evolution
lie at the heart of language and its investigation.

Section 1: The Centre

SECTION ONE

01
THE
CENTRE
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The ARC Centre of Excellence
for the Dynamics of Language
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Using language is as natural as breathing, and almost as important, for
using language transforms every aspect of human experience. But it has
been extraordinarily difficult to understand its evolution, diversification, and
use: a vast array of incredibly different language systems are found across
the planet, all representing different solutions to the problem of evolving
a flexible, all-purpose communication system, and all in constant flux.
The ARC Centre of Excellence for the
Dynamics of Language (CoEDL) is shifting
the focus of the language sciences from the
long-held dominant view that language is a
static and genetically constrained system —
to a dynamic model where diversity, variation,
plasticity and evolution, along with complex
interactions between language-learning and
perceptual and cognitive processes, lie at
the heart of language and its investigation.
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CoEDL is addressing the most critical
questions about language: How do languages
(and other adaptive self-organising systems)
evolve? How different can languages be?
How do our brains acquire and process
them? How can technologies deal with
the complexity and enormous variability
of language in its central role in human
information processing? What can Australia
do to increase its linguistic abilities
at a time of increasingly multilingual
demands in trade and information?

To achieve this transformation of the
language sciences and the flow-on
translational outcomes for the public and
end-users, we have assembled a team which
makes surprising and bold connections
between areas of research that until now
have not been connected: linguistics,
speech pathology, psychology, anthropology,
philosophy, bioinformatics and robotics.

The Year
in Review
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The Centre in 2017:
½½

17 Chief Investigators

½½

14 Partner Investigators

½½

17 Associate Investigators

½½

29 Research Fellows

½½

7 Research Associates

½½

43 PhD Students

½½

174 Affiliate members

This year, CoEDL and CoEDL
research featured in:
½½

62 international stories

½½

163 national stories

½½

4 international radio interviews

½½

55 national radio interviews

½½

1 international television interview

½½

4 national television interviews

½½

½½

57 international digital
media/print articles
104 national digital
media/print articles

Training and Engagement
The Centre held the annual
Summer School with 143
attendees.
The Centre hosted 50
international visitors.
The Centre delivered 113
outreach events.
The Centre delivered 24
training courses.
42 students were mentored
this year.

The Centre has a strong social
media presence:
½½

139,254 Website page views

½½

1,049 Facebook page likes

½½

1,057 Facebook followers

½½

1,259 Twitter followers

½½

995 Newsletter subscribers

½½

318 LinkedIn connections

½½

857 iTunes downloads

HEADING HEADING

Strategic
goals
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Impact
Understand and
communicate the social
and economic benefits
of multilingualism.
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Increase the breadth
and depth of coverage
of the world’s languages.
Go beyond description
to incorporate learning,
processing and
historical data.

Industry Engagement
and Technology
Generate tier 1 evidence
for the benefits of
technology-enabled
language systems.
Deliver significant
improvements in the
efficiency of corpus,
grammar and dictionary
production and analysis.

Research Training,
Education and
Outreach
Support speakers of
minority languages
through to postgraduate
research on their native
language.
Deliver and support
public exhibitions on
language.

Director’s
welcome
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Welcome to this 2017 Annual Report – our fourth, and sitting bang at
the midpoint of our seven-year cycle. Reading through it will give you
some idea of the buzz of excitement and discovery right across the
Centre, and the increasing sense of coming together as a community
connecting people and interests, informed by a commitment to
learn more about the rich linguistic diversity of our region.
This was a vital year for CoEDL’s future, since
it saw the substantial Mid-Term Review (MTR)
by the Australian Research Council (ARC).
Every Centre of Excellence gets a review of
this type, which determines if major changes,
including funding changes, are necessary. We
took this process very seriously, both as an
opportunity to demonstrate to the ARC and
the Australian taxpayer that their generous
investment in CoEDL is a wise one, but also
as a time for us to reflect on how we do things
and where we might improve. Our MTR team
– drawn from all our nodes, plus representative
partner institutions, and representing all main
constituencies of our CoEDL membership –
worked hard through the year, meeting several
times to prepare for the site visit on November
2 by the ARC review team – Prof. Therese
Jefferson (chair), Prof. Leonard Collard and
Prof. Brian Martin. I would like to thank our
MTR team for their intense dedication and
involvement in this process, which even before
the site visit, resulted in useful developments
such as involvement of postdocs and PhD
students in the CoEDL Executive (see p. 16).

Specific recommendations from the
review, which we’ll be implementing
through 2018, include:

The good news to come out of this process
was that, overall, CoEDL ‘has strongly
pursued its objectives, as set out in the
Funding Rules and the original proposal, and
is achieving outstanding levels of success

½½

in many of the scheme objectives’.

½½

½½

½½

½½

½½

½½

formulation of more specific guidelines
for recognition of indigenous authorship
as part of our Indigenous Language
and Cultural Heritage policy
a more coherent approach to Ethics
training across CoEDL, which we’ll be
incorporating into our annual CoEDLFests
better performance attracting
indigenous researchers at all levels
better overall orientation of
new members to CoEDL
more material opening up linguistics to
non-linguists in summer schools (kicking
off with the special ‘Crash Course’
organised by Rosey Billington and
Rebecca Defina at CoEDLFest 2018)
increased indigenous representation
on our Advisory Committee (which
will increase to three members)
more effective efforts to communicate the
significance of language research to relevant
agencies in government and the community.

The year 2017 was even more fruitful than the
preceding ones, and you can read about the
results of our research, including the prolific
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publication output through the pages to follow.
Arguably the most publicised finding of the year
was Anne Cutler’s work with postdoc Jiyoun
Choi and Miriam Broersma, demonstrating the
astounding finding that Koreans adopted as
babies into Dutch families retain knowledge,
decades later, of Korean phonology from their
early-life exposure. And given our commitment
to valuing Indigenous knowledge, as
transmitted through the medium of language,
it is significant that many of our publications
include rich material from indigenous languages
and substantial contributions on indigenous
bilingual education and language development.
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The twelfth biennial conference of the
Association Linguistic Typology (ALT) was
also a huge success – one of the best
attended yet, but more importantly there was
a sense of intellectual freshness and new
approaches, especially building in dialogues
from the biological sciences towards a more
coevolutionary view of language diversity.
It followed on from an equally successful
summer school two weeks earlier. In terms
of our technological threads, Paradisec’s
collections continue to grow rapidly, and
our Transcription Acceleration Project
(TAP) is making significant headway.
Among honours and achievements by CoEDL
members, I’d like to signal the election of CI
Rachel Nordlinger to the Australian Academy
of the Humanities and PI Miriam Meyerhoff
to the NZ Royal Society Te Apãrangi. The
Future Fellowship won by Felicity Meakins,
the DECRAs by CoEDL postdocs John
Mansfield and Hannah Sarvasy, and the
Discovery Project by CI Janet Fletcher, AI
Brett Baker and Rikke Bundegaard Nielson
all help extend the reach of our research.

I would like to note a number of team transitions.
From our professional team, we bid a sad
farewell to Leanne Scott after her stellar time
as Communication and Outreach Manager, to
Cale Johnson for her work in our administration
team and the Sydney Speaks project, and Tom
Honeyman for his stint as Corpus Manager,
and we welcome Rebecca Adams as UQ Node
Coordinator, Ben Foley as TAP Coordinator,
and Pete Worthy as Florence Project Officer.
From our postdocs, Darja Hoenigman has
taken up a new postdoc in Paris, Karen Mulak
a new postdoc at the University of Maryland
and Heather Kember joined the Australian
health organisation ‘Everymind’. New CoEDL
postdocs include Sonja Gipper, Anton Killin,
and Jacki Liddle. CI Evan Kidd has become
Senior Investigator at the Max Planck Institute
for Psycholinguistics in Nijmegen, further
strengthening our ties with that partner, while
retaining a fractional appointment at ANU.
Our Advisory Committee also sees some
turnover, as part of the regular renewal of
its membership: I thank Kent Anderson and
Katherine Demuth for their wise contributions,
and welcome Anne-Marie Morgan and
Jennifer Hay as new members starting 2018.
This year, then, is a good point to take stock
of our discoveries so far and to look forward to
how our large-scale projects will begin to bear
more visible fruit during 2018 and beyond
(CLCL, Florence, Grambank, Opie, SCOPIC,
Sydney Speaks). I thank every member of
our growing CoEDL team for their energy,
friendship and intellectual generosity over
the past year, as the elements of our diverse
group continue to interconnect and produce
rich and surprising findings, of great import
not just to science but for the linguistically
diverse part of the world in which we live.

— Nick Evans, Director

Chair’s
welcome
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On behalf of the Advisory Committee, I want to take this opportunity to
congratulate all members of CoEDL for another spectacularly successful year.
The Centre continues to strengthen the
reputation of Australia’s language academics
and institutions, as demonstrated by the
continuing stream of overseas experts who
are now regularly visiting all four of its nodes.
The Centre is leveraging these visits to boost
the links between language disciplines and
industry, but particularly to promote better
connections between students, early career
academics (ECRs) and leading practitioners
of the language sciences. These visits
provide extraordinary learning opportunities
and the ability to forge networks, in many
cases leading to employment and career
opportunities. The number of graduates on
the Centre’s alumni webpage continues to
grow, and many of them are taking exciting
next steps to work on new language projects.
Our CoEDLFest in the summer of 2017 was
a great opportunity to take stock of the work
done so far, particularly by students. One very
successful initiative was the introduction of
“poster spruiking” sessions. These brought
the paper posters to life by enticing festival
participants to evening events where students
and postdocs were given the opportunity
to speed pitch their research — these
sessions provided a wonderful overview of
the breadth of exciting projects within the
Centre. Simple initiatives like this one, as
well as the introduction of breakfast sessions
with members of the Advisory Board, support
the regular workshops and internode visits
and grants in fostering broader intellectual
input into projects, better collaboration and
a genuine cross-pollination of ideas.

I have also observed how in 2017, the year
of its mid-term review, the Centre took the
opportunity to review its internal governance,
finance and administrative workings, involving
its students and ECRs in that process to help
identify improvements. Although it was a year
of hard work, that work has paid off. The
Centre’s research, archiving and technology
strengths continue to grow. In terms of research
outputs, the number of book chapters (45),
books (11) and journal articles (93) that CoEDL
academics have produced in recent years is
quite extraordinary and well beyond targets.
In November, the Centre celebrated its
involvement in the documentation of over 100
languages of Australia, Papua New Guinea,
Indonesia, Vanuatu and the broader AsiaPacific region. In response, it was pleasing to
see the ARC Chief Executive Officer, Professor
Sue Thomas, congratulate the Centre on its
contribution to securing Australia’s language
heritage through the outcomes of its research.
I completely agree with her. The Centre is
playing a vital role in supporting Australian
language owners to maintain and reclaim their
languages. The Government’s investment in
the Centre, through the ARC, is one of those
spends that will pay off in the decades to come,
if not the centuries, as our future generations
reference the research and language
documentation that is taking place today.
— Kate Burridge, Chair

DIRECTOR’S WELCOME
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The Centre governance structure is designed to support the
research program, research training, outreach and education of
the wider community. It facilitates cross-disciplinary collaboration
within and outside of the Centre, allowing the pursuit of
fundamental issues throughout the Centre’s lifespan, adding
new ideas from researchers as they emerge in the field.
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Advisory Committee

—

The Advisory Committee assists Centre
management by contributing to the
development of strategies and vision for
the future relative to the proposed goals
and objectives of the Centre, and by
serving as a vehicle for creating better
linkages between academia, the broader
community, government and industry.
The Committee gives advice to the Centre
Director and Executive Committee on
matters regarding the research focus
of the Centre, its structure and general
operating principles, ways of extending
its social impact, and intellectual property
and commercialisation management.

Professor Kate Burridge
(Chair, Monash University)

The Advisory Committee attended the weeklong Centre annual meeting in February
2017. This was an opportunity to see
presentations from and interact with Chief
Investigators, research staff and students
in the Centre. During the annual meeting,
the Advisory Committee met with the Centre
Executive Committee. Throughout the year,
members of the Advisory Committee are
involved in a range of activities in the Centre
including events, training strategies, advice
on governance, and strategic planning.

Lia Tedesco (School of Languages, SA)

Professor Kent Anderson
(DCV (Community and Engagement)
The University of Western Australia)
Craig Cornelius (Google Inc.)
Professor Katherine Demuth
(Macquarie University)
Professor Jeff Elman (University
of California San Diego)
Merrki Ganambarr (Yirrkala School)
Ralph Regenvanu (Vanuatu Parliament)

Professor Anthony C. Woodbury
(University of Texas at Austin)

—
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Executive Committee

—

The Executive Committee is responsible for
approving and overseeing the activities of
the Centre in accordance with the Funding
Agreement. The Committee’s role also
includes approval of budget allocations
each year, review of Intellectual Property
arrangements with advice from the IP
Management Committee, and appointment of
the Advisory Committee members. Executive
meetings are held regularly at different
nodes. An open invitation to these meetings
is extended to all chief investigators.

Membership as at December 2017:

—
Membership as at December 2017:
Nick Evans (Director, ANU)
Jane Simpson (Deputy-Director, ANU)
Romina Paskotic (Chair, Chief Operating
Officer, ANU)
Rachel Nordlinger (Shape Leader, UMelb)
Gillian Wigglesworth (Learning Leader,
UMelb)
Anne Cutler (Processing Leader, WSU)
Kim Sterelny (Evolution Leader, ANU)
Janet Wiles (New Technologies Leader, UQ)
Nick Thieberger (Archiving Leader, UMelb)
Caroline Jones (WSU Representative)
Joanne Allen & Jessie Wu (Secretariat, ANU)

—
Intellectual Property Management Committee

The Intellectual Property Management
Committee monitors and reports on the
conduct of the Centre with respect to
commercialisation opportunities. The
committee advises the Executive on
the protection and commercialisation
of intellectual property.

Romina Paskotic (Chair, Chief Operating
Officer, ANU)
Nick Evans (Director, ANU)
Douglas Robertson (Director, Research
Services, ANU)
Fiona Nelms (Director of Technology
Transfer, ANU)
Janet Wiles (New Technologies Thread
Leader, UQ)
Nick Thieberger (Archiving Thread Leader,
UMelb)
Tim Horan (Business Development Manager,
REDI, WSU)
Scott Mitchell (Research Partnerships, UQ)
Joanne Allen (Secretariat)

—
Education Sub-Committee

The Centre seeks to provide the best possible
research environment for outstanding
higher-degree research (HDR) students from
diverse backgrounds. We want to provide
them with the knowledge and skills for writing
theses that make valuable contributions
to the language sciences, and the skills
to embark on fruitful careers inside and
outside universities. This training must be
consistent with – and integrated into – the
HDR programmes of the four collaborating
institutions. The complicated task requires
vision and dedicated oversight. The
Education sub-committee was established to
assist the Executive on this critical outcome
for the Centre, and on the opportunities for
increasing the pool of talented applicants
through strengthening understanding of
linguistics among undergraduate, masters

GOVERNANCE
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and high school students, endangered
speech communities, and the general public.
Education sub-committee meetings are
held regularly at different nodes. The subcommittee also oversees student mobility
and summer school grants, a mentoring
scheme, summer school programs, and
consults on other HDR training opportunities.

—

Anne Cutler (Chair, WSU)
Janet Fletcher (UMelb)
Simon Greenhill (ANU)
Janet Wiles (UQ)
Nick Thieberger (UMelb)
Alan Rumsey (ANU)
Caroline Jones (WSU)
Joanne Allen (Secretariat)

Membership as at December 2017:

—

Jane Simpson (Chair, ANU)
Gillian Wigglesworth (UMelb)
Felicity Meakins (UQ)
Caroline Jones (WSU)
Catherine Travis (ANU)
Amanda Hamilton-Hollaway (UQ, HDR
representative)
Gautier Durantin (UQ, Postdoctoral
representative)
Rebecca Defina (UMelb, Postdoctoral
representative)
Joanne Allen & Jessie Wu (Secretariat)

ECR/HDR Sub-Committee

—
Grants Sub-Committee
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Membership as at April 2017:

The cross-disciplinary nature of the Centre
will provide many opportunities for
cross-program collaboration at all levels.
The Centre budget provides grant funds
each year to be used to further develop
the existing interdisciplinary nature of the
Centre, providing opportunities for Centre
members to initiate integration projects
and activities. The Executive Committee
has established the Grants sub-committee
to coordinate applications and advise the
Executive on the distribution of grant funds.

—

In 2017, the Centre set up a new subcommittee of early career researchers
and higher degree candidates, to
ensure their greater involvement
in the running of the centre.

—
Membership as at December 2017:
Matthew Spike (ANU)
Tina Gregor (ANU)
Rosey Billington (UM)
Joshua Clothier (UM)
Catalina Torres Orjuela (UM)
Gautier Durantin (UQ)
Amanda Hamilton-Hollaway (UQ)
Alba Tuninetti (WSU)
Mark Richards (WSU)

—

Organisation
chart
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Centre Director
Advisory Committee

Intellectual
Property
Management
Sub-Committee

ANU Node
Operations

Education
Sub-Committee

Executive Committee
UM Node
Operations

UQ Node
Operations

WSU Node
Operations

Grants
Sub-Committee
ECR/HDR
Sub-Committee

Processing
Leader

Shape
Leader

Learning
Leader

Programs

Evolution
Leader

Archiving
Leader

New Technologies
Leader

Threads

2018
Activity Plan
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Shape research in 2018
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In 2018 the Shape program will continue
our language documentation, as well as
expanding our reach to new languages
and communities. Descriptive work on
underdescribed Papuan languages will be
expanded with the appointment of a new
postdoctoral fellow (Bruno Olsson) who
will work on Marind and other languages
of the Marind-Anim family, and a new
PhD student (Manual Gonzalez Perez)
who will start work on Neme, a previously
undescribed language of the Yam family
of PNG. We will be establishing a new
multivarietal documentation project on
the Australian language Pitjantjatjara,
which brings together a new PhD
student (Sasha Wilmoth) and Learning
postdoctoral fellow Rebecca Defina to
develop a cross-generational corpus. A new
postdoctoral fellow will be also appointed
to push forward our work on language
contact in Australia. A conference is
planned for November 2018 which will
showcase the many linguistic discoveries
so far, and the significant impact that
these have had on our understanding
of language and linguistic diversity.
Corpus development will continue apace
focusing on five languages from Australia
and Papua New Guinea (Warlpiri, Arrernte,
Yolngu Matha, Kayardild, Kalam) for which
there are extensive heritage materials. We
will also develop ‘landing pages’ for each
of our corpora to aid in accessibility and
navigation for the user, and help community
members to easily locate important linguistic

materials. The crosslinguistic semantic
typology project SCOPIC will continue
the established twice-a-year workshops
(in Germany and in Canberra) but in
response to popular demand to extend
our collaborations, will also be running
workshops in Vienna (March, in connection
with the Finno-Ugric summer school) and
Tokyo (also March, bringing in a number
of languages being worked on by Japanese
investigators). This will significantly expand
the typological reach of the project, which
has already exceeded the initial goal of
20 languages in the parallel corpus.
Shape researchers will continue to develop
and build collaborative projects with
researchers across the Centre, especially
projects that bring experimental methods
from the Processing program and acquisition
studies from the Learning program to the
diversity of languages included in the Shape
program. CIs Rachel Nordlinger and Evan
Kidd will expand their sentence production
study to include Pitjantjatjara, and extend
their collaborations with leading researchers
in language processing and linguistic
diversity from the University of Zurich, MPI
Nijmegen, and the University of South
Australia. We will also continue to work with
communities to repatriate legacy language
materials and support community efforts in
language maintenance and revitalisation.
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Learning research in 2018
2018 will see transcription of the roughly
108 hours of Nungon child and childdirected speech completed with coding,
glossing, translating and depositing in stages
into CHILDES and ACDQDIV with analysis
of the un-coded transcriptions developed
into journal articles and book chapters.
The Pitjantjatjara longitudinal corpus will
continue to be developed. At the same time
adult and child narratives will be investigated
for complex predicate usage and co-speech
gestures, and another study will test whether
adult Pitjantjatjara speakers segment motion
events more finely than English speakers.
An Anangu Child Language workshop will be
held April 12-13 to bring together the wide
range of indigenous and non-indigenous
people working in this domain to discuss
current work and future directions.
Following the successful trial of the
audiology/phonological awareness study, a
further three to four schools in the Northern
Territory will be visited by the audiological
team during the week Transition children are
taking the NT Foundations of Early Literacy
Assessment (FELA) administered by the
Northern Territory Department of Education.
The goal is to assess 300 children in the NT
on the FELA and to assess their hearing at
the same time to understand any impact
hearing loss may have on early literacy skills.

A new ARC funded Discovery Project will
commence data collection in 2018 recording
the language of over 200 Kriol and Aboriginal
English speaking children in both the
classroom and the playground in Grades 1, 3
and 5. The project will develop a description
of the range of languages the children
use and investigate how this develops
over time, and explore the synergies their
languages have with Standard Australian
English (SAE) with a view to contributing to
developing the children’s proficiency in SAE.

2017 ACTIVITY PLAN
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Processing research in 2018

Evolution research in 2018

A series of perception experiments to test
the proposed model of Nafsan segmental
and prosodic structure will take place
in 2018 when Postdoc Rosey Billington
returns to the field. CI Janet Fletcher will
also undertake a period of fieldwork in Tahiti
in October to November, in collaboration
with the LinkEast project coordinated by
the University of French Polynesia.

In 2018, we will release Grambank,
a global database of grammatical
information from the world’s languages.
Parabank will continue to grow to contain
pronoun systems from 1,000 languages
and kinship systems of 500 languages.
These will all be collated and explorable
using a custom-built web interface.
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Another year’s worth of data will have
been added to the Canberra Longitudinal
Child Language Project data mountain,
enabling comparison of the children’s
earlier performance measures with
even more challenging processing
tasks; international collaborations will
be delivering comparative data that is
currently in the process of being collected.
Ongoing data collection in a joint project (CI
Anne Cutler) with Hanyang University on
the interaction of prosody and coarticulation
of sounds is expected to be completed;
PhD student Jenny Yu will explore a new
theme of the processing of lexical stress
in German versus English, with data
collection in Sydney and in Potsdam,
Germany; and computational modeling
by CI Paola Escudero and Postdoc James
Whang will be extended to address
learning from infant- versus adult-directed
speech, as well as individual differences
in non-native speech perception.

Results of investigations into the phylogenetic
history of different language families will
continue to be published, shedding light on
the origins and dispersals of these diverse
peoples. And CI Greenhill and colleagues
will publish the results of an exciting study
testing the many hypotheses attempting to
explain global language diversity. The results
rule out many prominent hypotheses globally,
and show that the proposed link between
linguistic and biological diversity is driven
by three hotspots of combined diversity.
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The philosophy group will continue to
develop a framework of the evolution of
human social life, and of the changing
communicative demands of that social life.
As human social life changed, our ancestors
had to negotiate more difficult challenges
of coordination and collective action; had to
cope with more complex resource division
problems; had to actively teach crucial skills
to the next generation. These changes can
be documented in the historical record
more directly than communication itself,
yet they have important implications for
the communicative capacities of those
agents. By identifying these changes in early
human lifeways, the group can empirically
constrain models of the early emergence
of protolanguages with displaced reference
and a readily expandable lexicon, and taking
the first steps towards grammaticalisation.
In 2018, the OPAL project will continue
to develop a range of Opie robots with
additional sensors and abilities. The team
will evaluate the current range of robots,
including robots used in collaboration
with the Ngukurr Language Centre; the
Early Cognitive Development Centre for
psychology research; and the Science Centre
in Brisbane. Papers being prepared include
the co-design process, descriptions of Opie
telling interactive stories at the Science
Centre, and comparisons of robots telling
stories with and without hand gestures.

The Sydney Speaks team will work to
complete the 1.5 million-word corpus of
spontaneous speech, spanning 100 years
in apparent time, including recordings of
speakers born from as early as the 1890s
up to the 1990s. This corpus will provide
an unprecedented resource for the study of
Australian English, and will be one of a small
number of large-scale longitudinal corpora
across the globe, allowing for a better
understand of the way language change
takes place at the level of the community,
that is, as micro-evolution. We will continue
to promote greater awareness and
acceptance of different ways of speaking,
expanding on our successes to date with the
Sydney Speaks app, which explored social
variation within Sydney, to look at regional
variation across Australia. The team will
also work towards enhancing technology
for linguistic analysis, making the most of
tools developed for English and other major
languages to consider their functionality in
lesser known languages of diverse types.

2017 ACTIVITY PLAN
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Education, Training and Outreach in 2018
The Centre is committed to cross-node,
national and international collaboration and
will continue to develop our networks for
research, and to stimulate new education,
training and outreach initiatives. Our
partnerships with museums, galleries,
indigenous art centres, and indigenous
language centres, as well as our archiving
partnerships, will continue to be important
in advancing our strategic objectives.
The newly created ECR/HDR subcommittee is setting up a channel for
easier communication of CoEDL research
directions (in the form of recorded
and publicly available interviews). This
committee has also begun improving the
CoEDL induction process to welcome and
integrate new ECR and HDR students.
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In 2018, the ECR/HDR sub-committee
will also work with the Centre’s Education
sub-committee (which includes
ECR and student representatives)
to identify appropriate professional
development activity for both cohorts.

Also planned are discussions of ethics,
intellectual property and overview courses on
questions and methods in linguistics for both
CoEDLFest and Summer School programs.
The courses will be aimed at non-linguists
(e.g. psychologists, roboticists) to provide a
better understanding of the field between all
CoEDL researchers and scholars, as part of
extending the interdisciplinary connections
within CoEDL and as a broader skill for
early career researchers and scholars.
Higher levels of engagement with government
will be a priority over the remainder of
CoEDL’s funding period. In 2017, the Centre
was successful in increasing engagement with
the Department of Defence, National Library
and the Australian National Herbarium, and
will look to deepen these relationships.

CoEDL awards
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Patji-Dawes

Australian Academy of the Humanities

CoEDL was delighted to be able to present
Dr John Giacon with the Patji-Dawes award
for language teaching in 2017. CoEDL has
established the Patji-Dawes as Australia’s
pinnacle teaching award in partnership with
the Languages and Cultures Network of
Australian Universities, and the Australian
Modern Foreign Language Teachers
Association. One of the awards strengths is
that students must nominate their inspiring
teacher for that teacher to be in contention.
Dr Giacon, a teacher of Gamilaraay, was
nominated by ANU student Bonnie McLean
who in her nomination, praised Dr Giacon for
his dedication, pointing out that his work had
led to a grammar, a learner’s guide, dictionary,
picture dictionary, teachers’ resource books,
and song books. Dr Giacon teaches Gamilaraay
at the ANU and University of Sydney.
Gamilaraay is the traditional language of north
central NSW extending into Queensland.

CoEDL’s Shape of Language Program leader,
CI Rachel Nordlinger (UniMelb) has been
elected a Fellow of the Australian Academy
of the Humanities. This is great recognition
of Rachel’s important contributions to the
study, description and documentation of
indigenous Australian languages, and to
the development of linguistic theory.
Royal Society Te Apãrangi

Miriam Meyerhoff, a CoEDL Partner
Investigator from Victoria University in
Wellington, New Zealand, was recognised
by her peers during the year by being made
a fellow of the Royal Society Te Apãrangi.
Being made a Fellow of NZ’s Royal Society
is an honour that recognises international
distinction in research and scholarship.
Student achievements

There were some outstanding achievements
among students. CoEDL PhD student Ivan
Kapitonov was awarded the Linguistics Society
of America’s Hale fellowship, named in honour
of the renowned linguist and polygot Kenneth
Hale, enabling him to attend the Linguistics
Institute in Kentucky. Also awarded fellowships
were CoEDL Masters student Lauren Reed
and CoEDL affiliate Jayden Macklin-Cordes.
PhD student Carlo Dalle Ceste took out 2nd
prize for best conference paper for doctoral
researchers at the 50th Annual Meeting of
the Societas Linguistica Europeae (SLE), held
at the University of Zurich in Switzerland.
And PhD student Martin Ip attained an
Australian Speech Science and Technology
Association (ASSTA) travel award to the
international Interspeech conference.
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Prof Helen Chenery
Program: Processing/
Technologies
Institution: Professor at the
University of Queensland,
Executive Dean in the Faculty
of Health Sciences and
Medicine at Bond University
Helen Chenery is a clinical
researcher in the area of
acquired neurological language
disorders. She has researched
in the areas of speech
pathology; the neurobiology of
language; the impact of deep
brain stimulation on language
and cognition; technologyenabled health innovation; and
health workforce reform. Helen
is currently collaborating with
CI Janet Wiles on refinements
to automated speech and
language analysis systems and
early-stage development of a
digital assistive language device,
and is also collaborating with
CSIRO on the development of
enabling digital technologies.
She has led policy and practice
reform in dementia care, health
workforce and service design,

and inter-professional education/
practice. A leading language
and rehabilitation researcher,
Helen has pioneered significant
advances in understanding
and treating acquired
language disorders resulting
from neurological disease,
particularly in the neurobiology
of subcortical language
impairment, the impact of
neurodegenerative diseases
on language and cognition
and digital health innovation.

Prof Anne Cutler
Program: Processing
Institution: The MARCs Institute,
University of Western Sydney
Anne Cutler studied languages
and psychology at the
Universities of Melbourne,
Berlin and Bonn, taught
German at Monash University,
but embraced psycholinguistics
as soon as it emerged as an
independent sub-discipline,
taking a PhD in the subject
at the University of Texas.
Postdoctoral fellowships at MIT
and Sussex University followed,
and from 1982 to 1993 a
staff position at the Medical

Research Council Applied
Psychology Unit in Cambridge.
In 1993 she became a director
at the Max Planck Institute for
Psycholinguistics in Nijmegen,
the Netherlands, a post she held
till 2013. She was also professor
of comparative psycholinguistics
at the Radboud University
Nijmegen from 1995 to 2013,
and, from 2006 to 2013, parttime Research Professor in
MARCS Auditory Laboratories.
In 2013 she took up a full-time
position at the MARCS Institute.

Assoc Prof Paola Escudero
Program: Learning/Processing
Institution: The MARCs Institute,
University of Western Sydney
Paola Escudero is based at
The MARCS Institute. Her
main interest within CoEDL
is on how the learning of
phonetic detail takes place
in multilingual communities.
She collaborates with CI Kidd
(Processing) on statistical
learning in monolingual and
bilingual infants, with CI
Fletcher (Processing/Shape)
on comparing Australian
English accents, with AI Byrd
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(Technology Thread) and
Postdoc Ellison (Shape) on an
app that can be used to collect
processing data in the field, and
with PhD Kashima, Postdocs
Ellison and Schokkin (Shape)
on the phonetic description of
PNG languages. Paola’s team
is also collaborating with CIs
Rumsey and Wigglesworth’s
teams (Learning) on adapting
laboratory methods for testing
processing questions in the
field, as well as with Postdoc
Durantin (Evolution) on EEG
analysis techniques that
can be applied to individual
language learners. Paola was
recently awarded an ARC
Future Fellowship which
she will start in 2017.

Dr Bethwyn Evans
Program: Evolution
Institution: The Australian
National University
Bethwyn Evans’ research is
focused on language change
and language contact, and the
role that linguistics plays in
understanding our non-linguistic
past. She predominantly works
on Austronesian and Papuan

languages in Bougainville,
Papua New Guinea. Beth
collaborates with Simon
Greenhill on exploring the links
between micro- and macro-level
processes of language evolution.

and Bininj Gun-wok (2003), and
dictionaries of Kayardild (1992)
and Dalabon (2004). His ARC
Laureate Project The Wellsprings
of Linguistic Diversity examines
how microvariation at speech
community level relates to
macro-diversity of languages
and language families, and with
Danielle Barth he is co-leading
SCOPIC, a cross-linguistic
study of how diverse grammars
underpin social cognition.

Distinguished Prof
Nicholas Evans
Program: Shape/Evolution
Institution: The Australian
National University
Nicholas (Nick) Evans is the
Centre’s Director. His research
focus is the diversity of human
language and what this tells us
about the nature of language,
culture, deep history and the
possibilities of the human mind.
His 2010 book Dying Words:
Endangered Languages and
What They Have to Tell Us sets
out a broad program for the
field’s engagement with the
planet’s dwindling linguistic
diversity. Nick has carried out
fieldwork on several languages
of Northern Australia and
Papua New Guinea, particularly
Kayardild, Bininj Gun-wok,
Dalabon, Ilgar, Iwaidja, Marrku
and Nen, with published
grammars of Kayardild (1995)

Prof Janet Fletcher
Program: Processing/Shape
Institution: The University
of Melbourne
Janet Fletcher is Professor
of Phonetics in the School of
Languages and Linguistics. She
has held previous appointments
at the University of Edinburgh,
the Ohio State University, and
Macquarie University. Her
research interests include
phonetic theory, laboratory
phonology, prosodic phonology,
articulatory and acoustic
modelling of prosodic effects
in various languages. She is
currently working on phonetic
variation, and prosody, and
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intonation in Indigenous
Australian languages and
has commenced projects on
selected languages of Oceania.
She is a member of the
Research Unit for Indigenous
Language in the School of
Languages and Linguistics.

Meakins, Eva Schultze-Berndt,
Candide Simard, Jessica
Mathie and Patrick McConvell
on the Ngarinyman Dictionary
Project (Shape). Caroline Jones
is an Australian Research
Council Future Fellow.

Dr Felicity Meakins
Program: Shape/Evolution
Institution: University of
Queensland (Note: CI status
pending ARC approval)
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Assoc Prof Caroline Jones
Program: Learning/Technologies
Institution: The MARCs Institute,
Western Sydney University
Caroline Jones’ research is
mainly focused on the sound
system of Kriol varieties and
its acquisition by children.
She is also interested in
ways of improving efficiency,
and making research more
accessible or participatory with
new technology and is Deputy
Leader of the CoEDL Future
Technologies Thread. Caroline
is currently collaborating with
CoEDL CI Professor Gillian
Wigglesworth on language
acquisition by Aboriginal
children (Learning), with CI
Catherine Travis on the Sydney
Speaks project on variation and
change in Australian English
(Evolution), and with Felicity

Assoc Prof Evan Kidd
Program: Processing/Learning
Institution: The Australian
National University and
Max Planck Institute for
Psycholinguistics
Evan Kidd is an Associate
Professor in the Research
School of Psychology at the
ANU and is a Senior Investigator
at the Max Planck Institute for
Psycholinguistics. He completed
his PhD in Psycholinguistics
at La Trobe University, and
has held academic positions
at the Max Planck Institute
for Evolutionary Anthropology,
The University of Manchester,
and La Trobe University. His
research concentrates on
language acquisition and
language processing across
different languages and in
different populations.

Felicity Meakins specialises
in the documentation of
Australian languages in
the Victoria River District in
northern Australia and the
effect of English on Indigenous
languages. She has worked
as a community linguist and
academic, facilitating language
revitalisation programs,
consulting on Native Title claims
and conducting research into
Indigenous languages. This
work has provided the basis
for Case-Marking in Contact
(Benjamins, 2011), Bilinarra,
Gurindji and Malngin Plants
and Animals (NT-LRM, 2012),
Gurindji to English Dictionary
(Batchelor Press, 2013),
Bilinarra to English Dictionary
(Batchelor Press, 2013), A
Grammar of Bilinarra (with
Rachel Nordlinger, Mouton,
2014), Kawarla: How to Make
a Coolamon (Batchelor Press,
2015), Loss and Renewal:
Australian Languages Since
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Colonisation (edited with
Carmel O’Shannessy, Mouton,
2016) and Yijarni: True Stories
from Gurindji Country (edited
with Erika Charola, Aboriginal
Studies Press, 2016).

Aboriginal languages. She
leads the multigenerational
documentation project of
Murrinhpatha, collaborating
with Barbara Kelly and CI
Gillian Wigglesworth (Learning)
on the Language Acquisition
of Murrinhpatha project, and
CI Evan Kidd (Processing)
on research into sentence
production processing with
Murrinhpatha speakers.

Pacific Institute. He is currently
involved in collaboration with
CoEDL Affiliate Francesca
Merlan on a major research
project on ‘Children’s Language
Learning and the Development
of Intersubjectivity’, for
which he was funded by an
ARC Discovery Outstanding
Researcher Award during 201316, and in collaboration with
CoEDL Affiliate Lauren Reed
on a study of a sign language
in the Western Highlands
of Papua New Guinea that
is used in communication
with deaf people.

Prof Rachel Nordlinger
Program: Shape/Learning
Institution: The University
of Melbourne
Rachel Nordlinger is the
Director of the Research Unit
for Indigenous Language
in the School of Languages
and Linguistics and Leader
of the CoEDL Shape of
Language program. Rachel’s
research centres around the
description and documentation
of Australia’s indigenous
languages, and she has worked
with the Bilinarra, Wambaya,
Gudanji, Murrinhpatha and
Marri Ngarr communities to
record and preserve their
traditional languages. She has
also published on syntactic and
morphological theory, and in
particular the challenges posed
by the complex grammatical
structures of Australian

Prof Alan Rumsey
Program: Learning
Institution: The Australian
National University
Alan Rumsey is a Professor of
Anthropology in the School of
Culture, History and Language,
College of Asia and the Pacific,
ANU. His research fields are
Highland New Guinea and
Aboriginal Australia, with a
focus on speech genres and
relations among language,
culture and intersubjectivity.
He is a Fellow of the Australian
Academy of Humanities, a
past president of the Australian
Anthropological Society and
the co-convenor of the ANU

Prof Jane Simpson
Program: Shape/Learning
Institution: The
Australian University
Jane Simpson has carried
out fieldwork on Indigenous
Australian languages since
1979, and is Chair of Indigenous
Linguistics at the ANU. Jane
has worked collaboratively
on numerous Indigenous
language resources: the Warlpiri
dictionary with affiliate Mary
Laughren; Ngaanyatjarra
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speech register corpus with
postdoctoral fellow Inge Kral,
and affiliates Jenny Green
and Lizzy Ellis; a Warumungu
dictionary and corpus with
postdoctoral fellow Samantha
Disbray; and with affiliates Rob
Amery and Maryanne Gale
on a Ngarrindjeri text corpus.
She is also working with CI
Gillian Wigglesworth on the
language learning experience of
Indigenous school children. As
Chair of the CoEDL Education
Sub-committee, she helps
draw together HDR training
and other education initiatives,
which include the University
Languages Portal of Australia.
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Prof Kim Sterelny
Program: Evolution
Institution: The Australian
National University
Kim Sterelny’s main research
interests are Philosophy
of Biology, Philosophy of
Psychology and Philosophy of
Mind. He is the author of The
Representational Theory of
Mind, Thought in a Hostile World
and The Evolved Apprentice. He
is the co-author of Language

and Reality (with Michael
Devitt) and Sex and Death: An
Introduction to Philosophy of
Biology (with Paul Griffiths).
His recent work has focused
on understanding the evolution
of the distinctive features of
human social lives, and of
the cognitive capacities that
make those lives possible,
including, of course, language.
In addition to philosophy, Kim
spends his time eating curries,
drinking red wine, bushwalking
and bird watching. Kim has
been a Visiting Professor at
Simon Fraser University in
Canada, and at Cal Tech and
the University of Maryland,
College Park, in the USA.

Assoc Prof Nicholas Thieberger
Program: Shape/Archiving
Institution: The University
of Melbourne
Nicholas Thieberger’s grammar
of Nafsan (South Efate,
Vanuatu) was the first to link
archival media to the analysis,
allowing verification of examples
used in analytical claims. In
2003 he helped establish
PARADISEC, a digital archive of

recorded ethnographic material
and is now its Director. He is
a co-founder of the Resource
Network for Linguistic Diversity
(RNLD) and in 2008 he
established a linguistic archive
at the University of Hawai’i. He
is interested in developments
in digital humanities methods
and their potential to improve
research practice and he is
now developing methods for
creation of reusable data sets
from fieldwork on previously
unrecorded languages. He
is the Editor of the journal
Language Documentation
and Conservation. He is
an Australian Research
Council Future Fellow at the
University of Melbourne.

Prof Catherine Travis
Program: Evolution
Institution: The Australian
National University
Catherine Travis is Professor of
Modern European Languages
in the School of Literature,
Languages and Linguistics at
the ANU. Her work addresses
questions related to language
evolution at a micro level; she
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applies quantitative methods to
probe the impact of linguistic
and social factors on language
variation and change in the
speech community. In the
Centre of Excellence, she leads
the Sydney Speaks project,
a sociolinguistic study of
Australian English, examining
the speech of Sydney-siders
of diverse social backgrounds,
recorded at different times,
and born over a 100-year
period (from the 1890s to the
1990s). A second project, in
collaboration with PI Rena
Torres Cacoullos (Penn State
University), examines outcomes
of language contact in a
long-standing Spanish-English
bilingual community in New
Mexico, USA. A co-authored
book deriving from this work,
Bilingualism in the Community:
Code-switching and Grammars
in Contact, has been published
by Cambridge University Press.

awareness development. She
is a Deputy Director of the
Research Unit for Indigenous
Language and Redmond Barry
Distinguished Professor at the
University of Melbourne.

Redmond Barry Distinguished
Prof Gillian Wigglesworth
Program: Learning
Institution: The University
of Melbourne
Gillian Wigglesworth’s expertise
is in first and second language
acquisition in monolingual,
bilingual and multilingual
settings. A major focus of her
work is in remote Indigenous
communities documenting
children’s language learning at
home and at school, together
with CI Jane Simpson (Shape).
She is collaborating with other
Learning program members
to ensure comparable data
collection patterns in the
acquisition projects taking
place in Australia and Papua
New Guinea. Her collaboration
with CI Janet Wiles (Evolution)
investigates the potential
of using robots in remote
communities for language
development, and with Professor
Katherine Demuth (Macquarie
University, CI, Centre in
Cognition and its Disorders) on
assessing Indigenous children’s
hearing to determine any
relationship to phonological

Prof Janet Wiles
Program: Evolution/Technologies
Institution: The University
of Queensland
Janet Wiles’ research involves
bio-inspired computation
in complex systems, with
applications in cognitive science
and biorobotics. She completed
a PhD in Computer Science
at the University of Sydney,
a postdoctoral fellowship in
Psychology at the University
of Queensland, and served as
faculty in the Cognitive Science
program for 12 years. In 2003
she formed the Complex and
Intelligent Systems research
group at the University of
Queensland where she has
been Professor since 2006.
She currently coordinates the
UQ node of CoEDL, where
her research focusses on
social robots and language.
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Partner Investigators

Dr Judith Bishop
Program: Archiving/Technologies
Institution: Appen Ltd
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Judith Bishop is Director of
Linguistic Services at Appen.
She has completed an MPhil.
in French Literature from
Cambridge University, a
Masters of Fine Arts (poetry)
from Washington University
at St Louis, U.S.A., and a
PhD in Linguistics from the
University of Melbourne.

Dr Franklin Chang
Program: Processing/Learning
Institution: University of Liverpool

Prof Morten Christiansen
Program: Processing/Evolution
Institution: Cornell University

Franklin Chang is a researcher
and lecturer whose research
examines the relationship
between learning and
processing through the use
of connectionist models and
human experiments. Prior to
joining the staff at the School
of Psychology he has worked
at Hanyang University in Seoul,
South Korea, the Natural
Language Research Group
in the NTT Communication
Science Laboratories near
Kyoto, Japan, and at the
Max Planck Institute for
Evolutionary Anthropology in
Leipzig, Germany with Michael
Tomasello and Elena Lieven on
issues in language acquisition.
He completed his PhD on
sentence production in the
Department of Psychology
at University of Illinois
(Beckman Institute) with Gary
Dell and Kathryn Bock.

Morten H. Christiansen is
Professor of Psychology and
Co-Director of the Cognitive
Science Program at Cornell
University, USA, as well as
Professor in Cognitive Science of
Language at Aarhus University,
Denmark, and Senior Scientist
at the Haskins Labs, USA.
He is the author of nearly
200 scientific papers and has
edited four books. His research
focuses on the interaction of
biological and environmental
constraints in the processing,
acquisition and evolution of
language, using a combination
of computational, behavioural,
and cognitive neuroscience
methods. This research is
summarised in his newest book
Creating Language: Integrating
Evolution, Acquisition, and
Processing from MIT Press.
He is a fellow of the Cognitive
Science Society and the
Association for Psychological
Science, and delivered the
2009 Nijmegen Lectures.
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and behavioural phylogenetics.
He pioneered the application
of computational evolutionary
methods to questions about
linguistic prehistory. This work
has helped solve the 200
year-old debate on the origin
of Indo-European languages.

Distinguished Prof
Greville Corbett
Program: Shape
Institution: University of Surrey

Prof Elena Lieven
Program: Learning/Processing
Institution: University
of Manchester

Greville Corbett’s research
focuses on typology,
morphology, morphosyntax; and
Slavic and Slavonic languages.
He is a founding member of the
Surrey Morphology Group and
an Honorary Member of the
Linguistic Society of America.

Elena Lieven did her
undergraduate degree and her
PhD on individual differences in
early language development in
the Department of Psychology
at the University of Cambridge.
She came to Manchester in
1979. She was Editor of the
Journal of Child Language
from 1996–2005. In 1998
Professor Lieven was granted
long-term unpaid leave to work
at the Max Planck Institute for
Evolutionary Anthropology in
Leipzig. This funded the Max
Planck Child Study Centre from
1998-2014 which was set up
in the Manchester Department
when she moved to Leipzig.
In 2012, she moved back to
work in the Manchester School
and, as well as continuing as
Director of the Child Study
Centre, took on the role of
Centre lead in the newly formed
Centre for Developmental
Science and Disorders in the
Institute of Brain, Behaviour
and Mental Health. In 2014,

Prof Stephen Levinson
Program: Shape/Processing
Institution: Max Planck Institute
for Psycholinguistics, Nijmegen
Stephen Levinson’s research
focuses on language diversity
and its implications for theories
of human cognition. His work
attempts both to grasp what
this diversity is all about, and to
exploit it as a way of discovering
the role that language plays
in our everyday cognition.

Prof Russell Gray
Program: Evolution
Institution: Max Planck
Institute for the Science of
Human History, Jena
Russell’s research has made
significant contributions to
the fields of linguistics, animal
cognition, philosophy of biology
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variation and change in the
Nkep speaking community
of Hog Harbour, Vanuatu.

the ESRC International
Centre for Language and
Communicative Development
(LuCiD) of which Elena is the
Centre Director, was established
across the Universities of
Manchester, Liverpool and
Lancaster on a 5-year grant.

Prof Miriam Meyerhoff
Program: Evolution/
Learning/Shape
Institution: Victoria
University of Wellington
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Prof Stephen Matthews
Program: Shape/Learning
Institution: University
of Hong Kong
Stephen Matthews specialises
in language typology, syntax
and semantics. His current
interests include the typology
of Chinese; the grammar of
Chinese dialects, notably
Cantonese, Chaozhou and
other Minnan dialects; language
contact and bilingualism,
with particular reference
to Sinitic languages. He is
Co-Director of the Childhood
Bilingualism Research Centre.

Miriam Meyerhoff completed
her PhD at the University of
Pennsylvania in 1997 and
since then has held academic
positions at the University
of Hawai’i at Mānoa, Cornell
University, University of
Edinburgh and University of
Auckland. She has also been a
Visiting Professor with Michigan
State University, University
of Colorado at Boulder, and
the University of Agder. Her
research deals with language
variation and change in its
broadest perspective. As well as
an active research programme
investigating variation in
situations of language and
dialect contact, she has a
long-standing interests in
the ways social ideologies
affect language use and
perceptions of language users.
In particular, she is interested
in ideologies of gender
and language. Her current
research is mainly focused on

Assoc Prof Bee Chin Ng
Program: Learning
Institution: Nanyang
Technical University
Bee Chin Ng works mainly in
the area of bilingualism and
multilingualism with a focus
on the impact of language
contact on individuals and
the community they live in.
Her research approach is to
explore both cognitive and
social aspects of language
acquisition and use. Currently,
she is working on language
identity, attitudes and use
and language and emotion in
multilinguals. She also works
in the area of language as a
source of intangible heritage
with collaborators in art and
design studies. She founded
the linguistics department
in Nanyang Technological
University and is currently the
Associate Dean of Graduate
Studies in the College of
Humanities and Social Sciences.
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Prof Caroline Rowland
Program: Learning/Processing
Institution: University
of Liverpool
Caroline Rowland has recently
taken up the position of Director
of the Language Development
Department of the Max Planck
Institute for Psycholinguistics,
Nijmegen. Her research focuses
on how children acquire
language, how the language
acquisition mechanism interacts
with the environment, and how
adults and children represent
language in the brain.

Prof Rena Torres Cacoullos
Program: Evolution/Shape
Institution: Pennsylvania
State University

Rena Torres Cacoullos
identifies quantitative patterns
in spontaneous speech and
historical texts, using variability
to demonstrate grammatical
similarities and differences, in
bilingual communities and in
diachronic grammaticalisation
processes. She is co-editor of
Language Variation and Change.

Prof Jakelin Troy
Program: Archiving/Technologies
Institution: AIATSIS
Jakelin Troy is a Ngarigu
woman whose country is the
Snowy Mountains of New South
Wales, Australia. Her academic
research is diverse but has
a focus on languages and
linguistics, anthropology and
visual arts. She is particularly
interested in Australian
languages of New South Wales
and ‘contact languages’.
Her doctoral research was
into the development of
NSW Pidgin. Since 2001
Jakelin has been developing
curricula for Australian schools
with a focus on Australian
language programs.

Prof Virginia Yip
Program: Learning
Institution: Chinese
University of Hong Kong
Virginia Yip is Professor and
Chairperson of the Department
of Linguistics and Modern
Languages as well as Director
of the Childhood Bilingualism
Research Centre at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong. Her
books include Interlanguage and
Learnability (John Benjamins;
1995) and The Bilingual
Child: Early Development and
Language Contact (Cambridge
University Press; 2007) which
received the Linguistic Society
of America’s Leonard Bloomfield
Book Award in 2009. She
serves on the editorial board
of Bilingualism: Language
and Cognition, International
Journal of Bilingualism,
Second Language Research
and Multilingual Education
and the European Research
Council’s panel on the human
mind and its complexity.
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Associate Investigators
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Assoc Prof Wayan Arka
Program: Shape/Archiving
Institution: The Australian
National University, Universitas
Udayana, Denpasar
Wayan Arka is interested in
Austronesian and Papuan
languages of Eastern
Indonesia, language typology,
syntactic theory and language
documentation. His current
project on the typological study
of core arguments and marking
in Austronesian languages is
an extension of his previous
collaborative project with
Indonesian linguists on the
languages of Eastern Indonesia.
He is still working on the
Rongga materials collected for
The Rongga Documentation
Project, funded by the Hans
Rausing ELDP grant (20046). He is also currently doing
collaborative research on voice
in the Austronesian languages
of eastern Indonesia (funded
by an NSF grant, 2006-2009),
Indonesian Parallel Grammar
Project (funded by a near-miss
grant from Sydney University

(2007) and an ARC Discovery
grant (2008-2011), and
the languages of Southern
New Guinea (funded by an
ARC grant 2011-2015).

Dr Brett Baker
Program: Shape
Institution: The University
of Melbourne
Brett Baker is a senior
lecturer in linguistics, the
author of Word Structure in
Ngalakgan (2008), and the
co-editor (with Ilana Mushin)
of Discourse and Grammar in
Australian Languages (2008).

Prof Steven Bird
Program: Archiving/Shape
Institution: Charles
Darwin University

Steven Bird is Professor in the
Northern Institute at Charles
Darwin University. He is
developing scalable methods
for documenting and revitalising
endangered languages, with
a focus on the Bininj Kunwok
language of West Arnhem.

Prof David Bradley
Program: Shape
Institution: La Trobe University
David Bradley has conducted
extensive research on
endangered languages,
sociolinguistics, historical
linguistics, geolinguistics,
language policy and phonetics/
phonology in Southeast, East
and South Asia over many years,
especially on Tibeto-Burman
languages, as well as on other
languages of these areas and
on varieties of English. He is a
member of the editorial boards
of eight international journals
and monograph series, the
author, co-author, editor or
co-editor of over twenty books
and five language atlases,
several with translation and/or
second and third editions; and
of numerous other publications.
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Prof Denis Burnham
Program: Learning/
Archiving/Technologies
Institution: MARCs Institute,
Western Sydney University
Denis Burnham is the inaugural
Director of MARCS at the
Western Sydney University.
His current research focuses
on experiential and inherited
influences in speech and
language development: infant
speech perception; auditoryvisual (AV) speech perception;
special speech registers;
captions for the hearing
impaired; tone languages: lexical
tone perception, tone perception
with cochlear implants, and
speech-music interactions;
human-machine interaction;
speech corpus studies; and
the role of infants’ perceptual
experience and expertise,
in literacy development.

Prof Michael Christie
Program: Shape
Institution: Charles
Darwin University
Michael Christie heads up
the Contemporary Indigenous
Governance and Knowledge
Systems research theme at
the Northern Institute, Charles
Darwin University. Professor
Christie worked in Yolŋu
communities as a teacher
linguist in the 1970s and
1980s, and started the Yolŋu
Studies program at Northern
Territory University (now CDU)
in 1994. After working within
the Faculty of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Studies
and the School of Education,
he moved to the Northern
Institute in 2010. He has over
40 years involvement with
bilingual education, linguistics
and literature production in
the NT, and the ways in which
Aboriginal philosophies and
pedagogies have influenced the
production and use of literature
over the years. He is a major
contributor to the Living Archive
of Aboriginal Languages.

Prof Nick Enfield
Program: Shape/Evolution
Institution: University of Sydney
Nick Enfield’s research
addresses the intersection of
language, cognition, social
interaction, and culture, from
three main angles: 1. Semiotic
structure and process; 2. Causal
dependencies in semiotic
systems; 3. Language and
Human Sociality. His empirical
specialisation is in the languages
of mainland Southeast Asia,
especially Lao and Kri. Lao is
the national language of Laos,
spoken by over 20 million people
in Laos, Thailand, Cambodia and
elsewhere. Kri (Vietic sub-branch
of Austroasiatic) is spoken
near the Laos-Vietnam border
in Khammouane Province
by an isolated community
of around 300 people.

PEOPLE

38

Prof Simon Garrod
Program: Processing/Evolution
Institution: University of Glasgow
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Simon Garrod holds the Chair
in Cognitive Psychology and
is director of the INP Social
Interactions Centre. His
interests in psycholinguistics
include reading, dialogue,
and the evolution of language
and communication. He was
awarded the Distinguished
Scientific Contribution Award
of the Society for Text and
Discourse and is a Fellow of the
Royal Society of Edinburgh.

Dr Simon Greenhill
Program: Processing/Shape
Institution: Max Planck
Institute for the Science of
Human History, Jena

Simon Greenhill’s research
focus is the evolution of
languages and cultures. He
has applied computational
phylogenetic methods to
language and cultural evolution,
and used these methods to
test hypotheses about human
prehistory and linguistic and
cultural evolution in general.

Prof Nikolaus Himmelmann
Program: Shape/Archiving
Institution: University of Cologne
Nikolaus Himmelmann has
done fieldwork in the Philippines
(Tagalog), Sulawesi (TominTolitoli languages), East Timor
(Waima’a) and West Papua
(various languages). He has
published widely on a number
of core issues in Austronesian
grammar, including the
nature of lexical and syntactic
categories and voice.

Prof Paul Maruff
Program: Processing/
Technologies
Institution: Cogstate
Paul Maruff is one of the
founders of Cogstate. He
is a neuropsychologist with
expertise in the identification
and measurement of subtle
behavioral and cognitive
dysfunction. Paul’s research
integrates conventional
and computerised
neuropsychological testing
with cognitive neuroscientific
methods to guide decision
making in drug development
and in clinical medicine.
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Prof Francesca Merlan
Program: Learning
Institution: The Australian
National University

Assoc Prof Ilana Mushin
Program: Learning
Institution: University
of Queensland

Dr Carmel O’Shannessy
Program: Shape/Learning
Institution: The Australian
National University

Francesca Merlan’s research
interests include: social
transformation; indigeneity,
nationalism, language and
culture; theories of social
action, organisation, and
consciousness; modernity
segmentary politics;
exchange emergent identities;
gender, social and cultural
transformation in North
Australia; the transformation
of place-worlds among
Aboriginal people; the building
of Australian national identity
in relation to indigeneity; land
claims; applied anthropology;
and sites and heritage issues.
Her research covers many
geographies and nationalities,
including Australia; Papua New
Guinea; and North America,
particularly American Indian
communities and surrounding
(rural) communities and towns.

Ilana Mushin has a longstanding interest in the
management of knowledge in
discourse. Her recent research
has included epistemic
stance-taking in Australian
Aboriginal communities;
grammatical description of
Garrwa, a critically endangered
Aboriginal language; and, more
recently, on the English-based
vernacular languages spoken
by most Aboriginal people
in Australia today. She is the
author of a number of books.

Carmel O’Shannessy is
currently documenting a newly
emerged mixed language
in northern Australia, Light
Warlpiri, the emergence of
which is the result of codeswitching between an Australian
language, Warlpiri, and English
and Kriol (an English-lexified
creole). Her current projects
include diachronic changes
in nominal case-marking
from Warlpiri to Light Warlpiri,
and grammaticalisation and
innovation in the Light Warlpiri
auxiliary system. Of particular
interest is the role of children in
grammaticalisation processes.
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Prof Luc Steels
Program: Evolution/Technologies
Institution: Director of the
Artificial Intelligence Laboratory
of the Vrije Universiteit Brussels

Assoc Prof Adam Vogel
Program: Processing/
Technologies
Institution: University
of Melbourne

Luc Steels studied linguistics
at the University of Antwerp
(Belgium) and computer
science at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (USA).
His main research field is
Artificial Intelligence covering
a wide range of intelligent
abilities, including vision,
robotic behavior, conceptual
representations and language.
He founded the Sony Computer
Science Laboratory in Paris
in 1996 and became its
first director. He was then
ICREA research professor at
the Institute for Evolutionary
Biology (CSIC,UPF). During the
past decade he has focused
on theories for the origins
and evolution of language
using computer simulations
and robotic experiments to
discover and test them.

Adam Vogel leads the Centre
for Neuroscience of Speech at
The University of Melbourne
where his team work towards
improving speech, language and
swallowing function in people
with progressive and acquired
neurological conditions. He
is a recipient of an NHMRC
Dementia Fellowship, a senior
role in the Department of
Audiology and Speech Pathology
at The University of Melbourne
and a Fellowship based at the
Hertie Institute for Clinical Brain
Research, Tübingen Germany.
He is also Chief Science
Officer of Redenlab, a USAustralian company providing
speech testing, analysis and
consultancy in clinical trials.

Prof Brendan Weekes
Program: Processing
Institution: University
of Hong Kong
Brendan Weekes is an
experimental psychologist
who studies the psychology
of language and memory –
specifically word recognition and
recall. He examines cognitive
processes using cross-linguistic,
neuropsychological and brain
imaging methods. His research
can be applied to understanding
problems in clinical
neuropsychology including
bilingual aphasia, dementia and
reading difficulties. He is Chair
in Communication Science at
the University of Hong Kong and
Director of the Communication
Science Laboratory at HKU,
where he has been since
2010. Prior 2010, he was
a Reader in Experimental
Psychology at the University
of Sussex for ten years.
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Research Associates
and Fellows

Dr Dan Angus
Program: Technology/Processing
Institution: The University
of Queensland
Dr Daniel Angus is a senior
lecturer in computational
social science in the School
of Communication and Arts at
The University of Queensland.
His research focuses on the
development of visualization
and analysis methods for
communication data, with a
specific focus on conversation
data. His computational
methods have improved our
understanding of the nature
of communication in medical
consultations, conversations in
aged care settings, television
broadcast, social media, and
newspaper reporting. Dr Angus
has been involved in computer
science research for 15 years
and contributes regularly to
media and industry on the
impact of technology on society.

Dr Andrew Back
Program: Technology/Evolution
Institution: The University
of Queensland

Dr Danielle Barth
Program: Shape
Institution: The Australian
National University

Andrew has a background in
machine learning algorithms
and architectures, higher order
statistics and signal processing.
He has held positions with the
Department of Defence, NEC
Research Laboratories (USA),
RIKEN (Japan) and founded a
software company developing
tools for computational
finance. He has developed
large scale computer models
for high impact systems
including a commercial model
of the wholesale electricity
prices across Australia. His
particular current interests
are in the development of
probabilistic information
theoretic entropic models,
which can be used to analyse
natural language, estimate
learning time and predict
analytical model performance.

Danielle Barth completed her
PhD at the University of Oregon
where her research investigated
the interface between syntax,
phonetics and information
theory. In her research she
uses empirical data drawn
from corpora, experiments
and descriptive fieldwork.
She is currently working on
building a multilingual corpus
built from data collected by
multiple researchers on 20
languages from around the
world. Her project will focus
on finding, describing and
comparing inter- and intralanguage variation as it relates
to the expression of social
cognition, using descriptive and
quantitative methodologies.
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Dr Rosey Billington
Program: Shape
Institution: The University
of Melbourne

Dr Timothy Brickell
Program: Shape/Archiving
Institution: The University
of Melbourne

Dr Don Daniels
Program: Shape
Institution: The Australian
National University

Rosey is a postdoctoral
researcher at the University of
Melbourne. She is currently
researching the phonetic
and phonological patterns
of South Efate, an Oceanic
language of Vanuatu, together
with CIs Fletcher and Nick
Thieberger. This project focuses
on the correlates of prosodic
phenomena such as stress, and
the ways that prosodic patterns
interact with phonotactic and
morphosyntactic structures.
For her PhD research, Rosey
worked on a phoneticallybased description of the
phonology of Lopit, an Eastern
Nilotic language traditionally
spoken in South Sudan.

Tim works on a project to
document Tonsawang, an
endangered language of North
Sulawesi, Indonesia. The once
isolated Tonsawang speech
community has been shifting
to Manado Malay since the
20th century, and much more
rapidly so since the early 2000s.
The project prioritises close
collaboration and training with
Tonswang speech community
members, and the multimedia
data collected will be open
access archived to allow for
further use for documentary,
descriptive, and maintenance
purposes. The project is
funded by ELDP at The
University of London/SOAS.

Don conducts fieldwork
on Papuan languages in
Madang Province, Papua New
Guinea. His work focuses on
documentation, description,
and comparative reconstruction,
and he has conducted extensive
research on the Sogeram
family of languages, spoken
in central Madang. He is now
engaged in a new project with
the Minjim language family
focussing on the documentation
of three undescribed
Minjim languages and the
reconstruction of Proto-Minjim.
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Dr Rebecca Defina
Program: Learning
Institution: The University
of Melbourne

Dr Greg Dickson
Program: Shape
Institution: The University
of Queensland

Dr Samantha Disbray
Program: Shape/Learning
Institution: The Australian
National University

Rebecca joins the Centre
from the Max Planck Institute
for Psycholinguistics in
Nijmegen. For her PhD
there, she investigated
relationships between
linguistic and conceptual event
representations, with a focus
on serial verb constructions
in Avatime (a Kwa language
spoken in Ghana). She is now
carrying out a longitudinal study
of acquisition in Pitjantjatjara,
developing a corpus of
naturalistic language use and
narratives from children and
their caregivers. She is also
continuing her work on event
segmentation, looking at how
Pitjantjatjara children learn to
use complex predicates and
how the alignment between
syntactic, gestural, and
conceptual event units develops.

Greg Dickson has lived and
worked in the Katherine Region
of the Northern Territory for
over a decade — a region that
is a hotspot for endangered
languages, where most remote
Aboriginal people now speak
a creole or mixed language.
His PhD, obtained from the
ANU, was on the endangered
language Marra, and observed
the degree to which the lexicon
of Kriol demonstrated a transfer
(or lack thereof) of lexical
material and related cultural
denotata. His current research
project with the Centre of
Excellence captures well-known
but under-described geographic
variation found across Kriol
speaking communities, with
a particular focus on the
area east of Katherine.

Samantha Disbray has worked
in Central Australia as a
community and research
linguist for over 20 years. For
her PhD at the University of
Melbourne she carried out
a developmental study of
children’s Wumpurrarni English,
drawing on a longitudinal study
of acquisition of this contact
language, spoken in Tennant
Creek. In her current project
she is repatriating historical
recordings and preparing a
corpus of texts in Warumungu,
the traditional language of
Tennant Creek, collaborating
with Prof Jane Simpson and
community members to prepare
a dictionary and learning
materials. She continues to
support and research languages
in education, particularly the
Northern Territory Bilingual
Education Program.
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Dr Seamus Donnelly
Program: Processing/Learning
Institution: The Australian
National University

Dr Gautier Durantin
Program: Technology/Evolution
Institution: The University
of Queensland

Dr Cris Edmonds-Wathen
Program: Shape
Institution: The University
of Melbourne

Seamus received his PhD in
Educational Psychology from the
City University of New York in
2016. His dissertation research
was a meta-analysis of studies
comparing monolinguals and
bilinguals on executive control
tasks. He came to CoEDL to
work under the supervision of
Dr. Evan Kidd on the Canberra
Longitudinal Child Language
Project. His current research
interests include usagebased approaches to the
study of language acquisition
and statistical methods
for analysing longitudinal
and eye-tracking data.

Gautier Durantin is a postdoctoral research fellow with
the University of Queensland,
under the supervision of Prof
Janet Wiles. He received his
Ph.D in Neuroscience and
Signal Processing from the
French Institute of Aeronautics
and Space in October 2015,
and joined CoEDL in February
2016. His interests include
the understanding of user
engagement dynamics in
human-machine interaction (in
the OPAL child-friendly robot
project), and the development
of signal processing methods
to produce adaptive systems
from speech, touch, or
physiological signals.

Cris Edmonds-Wathen
researches how mathematics
is expressed in different
languages. In her current
postdoctoral position at the
Research Unit for Indigenous
Language, she investigates
children’s mathematical
language in Mawng, a language
of northern Australia. For her
PhD she investigated spatial
language in Iwaidja, also
in northern Australia. She
worked on the comparison
of mathematics tasks in
different languages during a
postdoc at Umea University,
Sweden and has also worked
on a project to improve the
teaching of mathematics
in Papua New Guinea.
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Elizabeth Ellis
ARC Discovery Indigenous
Fellow
Program: Shape
Institution: The Australian
National University
Elizabeth Marrkilyi Ellis is
a Ngaatjatjarra educator,
interpreter and linguist from
the Ngaanyatjarra region of
Western Australia. Over recent
years she has collaborated with
Inge Kral on a research project
documenting Western Desert
speech styles and changing
modes of communication
across the generations.

Dr Simón González Ochoa
Program: Evolution
Institution: The Australian
National University

Dr James Grama
Program: Evolution
Institution: The Australian
National University

Simon’s research focuses
on acoustic phonetics,
empowered by computational
tools. His experience is mainly
on Australian English, after
finishing his PhD in English
Phonology (Australian English)
at the University of Newcastle,
and working as a Research
Assistant at Griffith University
analysing West Australian
English (ARC-funded, led by
Gerard Docherty). He develops
computational tools (scripts and
apps) for more efficient and
practical analysis/visualisation
of phonetic and phonological
phenomena. Currently he is
part of two projects at ANU:
Sydney Speaks (CI Catherine
Travis) and the Transcription
Acceleration Project (CIs Nick
Evans and Janet Wiles), both
ARC-funded through CoEDL.

James completed his PhD
at the University of Hawai'i
at Mãnoa where he focused
largely on vocalic variation in
English and English-based
varieties. His work on California
English, Hawai'i English, and
Hawai'i Creole has investigated
the ways in which phonetic
variation is correlated with social
factors and sound change
over time. In his research,
he uses quantitative acoustic
measures along with rigorous
statistical models to describe
how changes in linguistic
varieties have taken shape,
especially in heterogeneous
communities. At the Centre,
he works as a member of the
Sydney Speaks project.
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Dr Scott Heath
Program: Technology/Evolution
Institution: The University
of Queensland

Dr Darja Hoenigman
Program: Shape
Institution: The Australian
National University

Dr Peter Hurst
Program: Shape
Institution: The University
of Melbourne

Scott is interested in how robots
can develop languages where
words are understood by robots
through their interactions
with each other and their
environment. Scott completed
his PhD on the Lingodroids
project in 2015, a project that
explores how robots can develop
words to describe the places
and times that they share. He
is now working on Opie, a robot
that is designed for exploring
social interactions with children.

Darja Hoenigman is a linguistic
anthropologist whose expertise
includes Social and Cultural
Anthropology and Ethnographic
Filmmaking. Since 2004 she
has been working with the
Awiakay community of the
East Sepik Province in Papua
New Guinea, and in 2015 she
extended her research to the
neighbouring Meakambut.
She uses observational film
to study the ways people
use their language in
different social situations.

Peter completed his PhD at
the University of Melbourne
with Prof Rachel Nordlinger,
examining the reciprocal
constructions in Icelandic
(Germanic), Malagasy
(Austronesian) and Swahili
(Bantu) in order to determine
the variability of their nonstandard syntax. He now
works with Ian Green and
Rachel Nordlinger on the Daly
Languages website –
a database driven website
that presents these languages
and their related literature
in an accessible manner.
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Dr Heather Kember
Program: Processing
Institution: Western
Sydney University

Dr Anton Killin
Program: Evolution
Institution: The Australian
National University

Dr Inge Kral
Program: Shape/Learning
Institution: The Australian
National University

For her PhD at the University
of Sydney, Heather used the
tongue twister methodology
to examine segmental, tonal,
and prosodic production in
Mandarin Chinese. Since then,
at Northeastern University,
she has investigated prosodic
production in two populations
who may struggle with spoken
intelligibility (speakers with
dyarthria and second language
learners of English). At the
centre she works with Professor
Anne Cutler examining crosslinguistic prosodic processing.

Anton completed his PhD
in Philosophy at Victoria
University of Wellington on
music and philosophical
naturalism, combining
research topics in philosophy
of music and evolution of
music. His postdoctoral
research at CoeDL focuses
on the intersection of music
and language, in particular
the connections between
evolution of music and evolution
of language. In addition to
these topics, Anton’s research
interests include philosophy
of biology and philosophy
of the arts more broadly.

Inge is a linguistic anthropologist
working with Elizabeth Ellis
on Western Desert speech
styles and verbal arts in the
Ngaanyatjarra Lands region of
Western Australia. Co-affiliated
with the Centre for Aboriginal
Economic Policy Research
(CAEPR-ANU), Inge draws on
some thirty years’ experience in
Indigenous education, language
and literacy in remote Australia.
As an ethnographer of language
and literacy her research
interests include literacy as
social practice; adolescent
language socialisation; out-ofschool learning; and youth,
digital media and new literacies.
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Dr Jacki Liddle
Program: Technology
Institution: The University
of Queensland

Dr Debbie Loakes
Program: Processing
Institution: The University
of Melbourne

Dr John Mansfield
Program: Shape
Institution: The University
of Melbourne

Jacki Liddle is a postdoctoral
research fellow and
occupational therapist
researching quality of life,
participation and life transitions.
She uses innovative technology,
along with qualitative and
quantitative research methods
to investigate the needs and
experiences of people living
with neurological conditions
(Parkinson’s disease, dementia,
stroke). Her PhD research
led to the development of the
UQDRIVE program, now called
CarFreeMe for older drivers.
Jacki is currently working
on the Florence Project.

Debbie is a phonetician at The
University of Melbourne working
on both Indigenous languages
and Australian English. She
has carried out collaborative
work on prosody in Mawng,
and postdoctoral research
focusing on a sound change
(a vowel merger) in Australian
English. Debbie’s postdoctoral
project for the Centre of
Excellence is a sociophonetic
study of Aboriginal English,
bringing together an analysis
of speech production, speech
perception, and social factors.
Participants are (English
L1) Indigenous people from
Warrnambool, where the vowel
merger occurs in the AngloCeltic community. Debbie
is particularly interested in
whether this merger is present
in production and perception
for the Indigenous community.

John Mansfield is researching
changes that have unfolded
in the Australian Aboriginal
language Murrinhpatha in the
80 years since permanent
European contact was
established. John completed
a PhD on Murrinhpatha youth
language and subculture
and prior to this worked on
dictionaries for Oxford University
Press. John is excited to be
involved in the first study of
Aboriginal language change
in “real time” (as opposed
to historical reconstruction).
He is especially looking
forward to opportunities for
skills and training exchange
with Murrinpatha speakers in
Wadeye. He recently received
a DECRA award to research
uses of diasporic indigenous
languages in Darwin.
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Torres Strait Islander Languages.
Doug’s work for the Centre is
focused on the AIATSIS archives
and drawing on language
materials held there to construct
corpora of Australian languages.

Dr Doug Marmion
Program: Shape
Institution: AIATSIS
Doug taught in central Australia
where he began learning the
Western Desert Language
and studying linguistics. He
then took up the position of
Senior Linguist at the Yamaji
Language Centre in Geraldton,
WA, working with speakers
of languages of the region
(including Wajarri, Badimaya,
Nhanda and Malgana) to
document those languages
and develop strategies for
their maintenance and revival.
Following this Doug completed
a PhD in linguistics at the ANU
with a description of Wutung, a
Papua New Guinea language.
He joined AIATSIS in 2010 as
Linguistics Research Fellow
where one of his projects is
working with the Ngunawal
community of Canberra on
the revival of their language.
Doug was co-author on the
first (2005) and second (2014)
National Indigenous Language
Surveys and is one of the lead
authors of the Curriculum
Framework for Aboriginal and

Dr Ola Olsson
Program: Technology/Evolution
Institution: The University
of Queensland

Dr Karen Mulak
Program: Learning and
Processing
Institution: Western
Sydney University
Karen investigates language
learning in monolingual and
multilingual populations.
Through eye-tracking, and
other laboratory-based
behavioral tasks, Karen
investigates the language
backgrounds and abilities of
infants, children and adults
to answer questions about
first- and second-language
learning, and cross-linguistic
and cross-accent perception.

Ola received his PhD in
real-time computer graphics
from Chalmers University
of Technology in 2014. His
research focussed on massively
parallel algorithms running
on Graphics Programming
Units (GPUs), primarily solving
real-time graphics problems
involving many lights. He
has a broad interest in HighPerformance Computing (HPC)
and GPU-algorithm design and
development, and has assisted
HPC-application development,
for example fusion-plasma
simulation targeting the Titan,
the world #3 supercomputer.
Ola is involved in computational
aspects of Opie, a social robot
in development at UQ, as well
as assisting anywhere in CoEDL
where high computational
throughput is required.
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Dr Ronald Planer
Program: Evolution
Institution: The Australian
National University
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Ronald J. Planer received
his PhD in Philosophy, along
with a Certificate in Cognitive
Science, from Rutgers
University, New Brunswick
(USA). His doctoral research
examined the theoretical role
of informational concepts in
molecular, developmental,
and evolutionary biology. He
is currently focused on a
cluster of issues related to the
evolution of language, among
them: foundational models of
communication, the pathways
by which different types of
communication systems emerge
and how they interact with
one another, the relevance of
gesture and musical vocalisation
to the evolution of linguistic
communication, and more.

Dr Uta Reinöhl
Program: Shape
Institution: The Australian
National University/
Universität zu Köln
Uta Reinöhl is a linguist
specialising in South Asian
languages. She is currently
working on a language
documentation project of
Kera’a (Idu Mishmi), a TibetoBurman language spoken
in the far Northeast of India,
supported by a Feodor Lynen
Fellowship from the Alexander
von Humboldt-Stiftung. In
her language documentation
project, Uta focuses specifically
on verb serialisation, a focus
that arises from ongoing work
on a-hierarchical nominal
and verbal expressions in
several unrelated languages
including Vedic Sanskrit and the
Austronesian language Wooi.

Dr Sonja Riesberg
Program: Shape
Institution: The Australian
National University/
Universität zu Köln
Sonja Riesberg is a field linguist
working on Austronesian
(Western Malayo-Polynesian)
and Papuan (Trans NewGuinea) languages. She is
currently working on the
documentation and description
of Yali, a West Trans NewGuinea language, spoken
in the highlands of West
Papua. Sonja is also strongly
involved in capacity building
measures in Papua, especially
at the Centre for Endangered
Languages Documentation
(CELD) in Manokwari.
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Dr Hannah Sarvasy
Program: Learning
Institution: The Australian
National University

Dr Stefan Schnell
Program: Shape
Institution: The University
of Melbourne

Dr Matthew Spike
Program: Evolution
Institution: The Australian
National University

Hannah joined CoEDL from
the University of California Los
Angeles, where she taught as
a member of the Linguistics
Department Faculty. Prior to
that she completed her PhD at
James Cook University. Hannah
is engaged in a longitudinal
study of acquisition of the
Papuan language Nungon by
children in the Uruwa River
valley, Morobe Province, Papua
New Guinea. The study aims
to produce a comprehensive
description of the acquisition
of Nungon, with special
attention to particularly Papuan
characteristics such as switchreference, clause-chaining,
multiple tense and aspect
distinctions, and multiple
pronoun forms, as well as
reported speech constructions.
She recently received a
DECRA award to extend
her work on the challenges
posed by clause-chaining to
language learning and use.

Stefan joined the Centre from
La Trobe University where
he carried out quantitative
cross-corpus research into the
interface between argument
structure and discourse
structure, focussing on the
hypothesis of Preferred
Argument Structure, within his
ARC DECRA project. Stefan
has a background in language
documentation and corpus
building of lesser-described
languages, and since early
2007, was engaged in the
documentation of the Vera’a
language from North Vanuatu.
His 2011 PhD thesis (Kiel
University, Germany) contains
the first modern account of the
language. In his postdoctoral
project for the Centre, Stefan
is expanding his text-based
typological research. The focus
of the project is on the interplay
of different factors driving the
choice of referring expressions
in different text varieties across
diverse languages, particularly
in the South Pacific.

Matt comes to us from the
University of Edinburgh,
where he was a member
of the Language Evolution
and Computation unit. His
work focuses on looking
at how cultural processes
contribute to the evolution of
learned communication and
the emergence of structure
in language. This involves
looking at models from across
several disciplines, including
evolutionary linguistics,
cognitive science, artificial
life, evolutionary game theory,
economics, and information
theory. Matt works mainly
with computational models,
but is also very interested
in empirical studies.
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Dr Anna Stephen
Program: Learning
Institution: The University
of Melbourne

Dr Hywel Stoakes
Program: Processing
Institution: The University
of Melbourne

Dr Alba Tuninetti
Program: Learning/Processing
Institution: Western
Sydney University

Anna Stephen is working on
several projects looking at
the effects of hearing loss
associated with middle ear
disease (otitis media) on
language acquisition and
literacy in Aboriginal children
growing up in multi-linguistic
environments. Anna completed
her PhD at the Menzies School
of Health Research in Darwin.
For her thesis, she researched
the social and environmental
risk factors contributing to high
rates of ear disease in Aboriginal
children living remotely.

Hywel is currently researching
phonetic consonant contrasts
and coarticulatory patterns
across varieties of Bininj
Kunwok and Yolngu Matha.
Within the Centre he is working
as part of the Processing
program exploring the
production and perception of
prosody in Australian languages.
His PhD combined aerodynamic
and acoustic analyses in a
study of consonant production
in Kunwinjku (Bininj Kunwok).
Previously he was part of a team
investigating the interaction of
endemic chronic suppurative
otitis media with speech
production and perception in
remote Australian Indigenous
communities. Hywel is also
currently adapting existing
software tools for the automatic
labelling of endangered and
under-documented languages.

For her PhD at the University of
Pittsburgh, Alba examined how
similarity to the first language,
training, feedback, and cue
strength influence the neural
and behavioral processing of
nonnative phonemes in another
language using EEG and
behavioral methodologies. At
the centre, she works with Dr.
Paola Escudero where she is
interested in examining how the
acoustics of the first language
influence the perception of
nonnative phonemes with
EEG. She is also interested
in bilingual speech, accent
perception and language
processing more generally.
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Dr Paul Vrbik
Program: Technology/Processing
Institution: The University
of Queensland

Dr David Wilkins
Program: Shape
Institution: The Australian
National University

Dr Yvonne Yu
Program: Technology/Processing
Institution: The University
of Queensland

Paul received a B.Sc. and M.Sc.
in Pure Mathematics from (resp)
the McMaster University and
Simon Fraser University. In
2016 he was awarded a Ph.D.
from the University of Western
Ontario in Computer Science
for his work in Computational
Algebraic Geometry. Paul is
setting aside his abstract work to
focus on “real-world” problems.
He hopes that his expertise in
reasoning and programming
will benefit the CoEDL group.

David Wilkins is an
anthropological linguist who
explores the relationship
between language use,
culture and cognition. His
publications range across
lexical semantics, pragmatics,
semantic change, gesture,
aphasia and augmentative and
alternative communication.
He has done fieldwork in
central Australia and Far North
Queensland. In the area of
documentary and descriptive
linguistics, he is currently
working to show how and why
the current model of grammar,
dictionary and texts needs to be
complemented by a grammar
of language use, an ethnothesaurus, an ethnography of
speaking and an account of
a community’s paralinguistic
repertoire and the interface of
language with other culturally
available semiotic systems

Dr Yvonne Yu received
PhD degree in Biomedical
Engineering from the University
of Queensland, and BE in
Automation from the University
of Science and Technology
of China, in 2014 and 2009,
respectively. Dr Yu joined
Centre of Excellence for the
Dynamics of Language in
2016. Her current research
interest is in the broad
area of Natural Language
Processing, particularly in
visualisation hermeneutics
and data analysis for human
to human and/or human to
machine communication.
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MPhil Students

PhD Students

Keri Chui
Program: Learning
Institution: The Australian
National University

Denise Angelo
Program: Learning and Shape
Institution: The Australian
National University

Tom Ennever
Program: Shape
Institution: The University
of Queensland

Joshua Arnold
Program: Technology
Institution: The University
of Queensland

Amit German
Program: Learning
Institution: Western
Sydney University

Jessica Bazouni
Program: Processing
Institution: Western
Sydney University

David Osgarby
Program: Shape
Institution: The University
of Queensland

James Bednall
Program: Shape
Institution: The Australian
National University
Mat Bettinson
Program: Shape
Institution: The University
of Melbourne
Katie Bicevskis
Program: Shape
Institution: The University
of Melbourne
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Cathy Bow
Program: Shape and Learning
Institution: The Australian
National University
Emma Browne
Program: Learning
Institution: The Australian
National University
Mitch Browne
Program: Shape
Institution: The University
of Queensland

Lydia Byrne
Program: Technology
Institution: The University
of Queensland
Matthew Callaghan
Program: Evolution
Institution: The Australian
National University
Claudia Cialone
Program: Learning
Institution: The Australian
National University
Noelie Creaghe
Program: Learning
Institution: Australian
National University
Carlo Dalle Ceste
Program: Evolution
Institution: The Australian
National University
Domi Dessaix
Program: Evolution
Institution: The Australian
National University
Marie-France Duhamel
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National University
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Jonathon Taufatofua works on a robust version of the classroom
robot ‘Opie’, which is able to high-five with children.
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Researchers:
Professor Rachel Nordlinger
(Program Leader)
Professor Nick Evans
Professor Jane Simpson
Associate Professor Nick Thieberger
Dr Felicity Meakins
Dr Myfany Turpin
Professor Rena Cacoullos Torres
Professor Greville Corbett
Professor Stephen Matthews
Professor Miriam Meyerhoff
Professor Stephen Levinson
Associate Professor Wayan Arka
Dr Brett Baker
Professor Steven Bird
Professor David Bradley
Professor Michael Christie
Professor Nick Enfield
Professor Nikolaus Himmelmann
Associate Professor Ilana Mushin
Dr Carmel O’Shannessy
Dr David Wilkins
Dr Doug Marmion
Dr Danielle Barth
Dr Timothy Brickell
Dr Don Daniels
Dr Cris Edmonds-Wathen
Dr John Mansfield
Dr Stefan Schnell
Dr Greg Dickson
Dr Inge Kral
Dr Samantha Disbray
Dr Peter Hurst
Dr Sonja Riesberg
Dr Rosey Billington
Dr Darja Hoenigman
Elizabeth Ellis

Denise Angelo (PhD)
James Bednall (PhD)
Mat Bettinson (PhD)
Katie Bicevskis (PhD)
Cathy Bow (PhD)
Mitch Browne (PhD)
Marie-France Duhamel (PhD)
Tina Gregor (PhD)
Amanda Hamilton-Hollaway (PhD)
Kathleen Jepson (PhD)
Ivan Kapitonov (PhD)
Eri Kashima (PhD)
Alexandra Marley (PhD)
Susan Poetsch (PhD)
Hedvig Skirgård (PhD)
Yarjis Xueqing (Norah) Zhong (PhD)
Through its Shape program, the centre is
focused on securing Australia’s language
heritage and that of the region. During
2017, we produced many new articles,
databases, conference papers, books
and language recordings, surpassing our
targets for the year. As evidence of the
productive year, we almost doubled our
reach and celebrated our involvement
in documenting over 120 languages. All
but nine of these are endangered.
Underdescribed and Endangered
Languages of Our Region

New insights continue to be gained
into how language is structured and
used. In 2017, we translated our
fieldwork findings into the typological
and theoretical realms, with publications
and presentations at international
conferences such as the Lexical-Functional
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Grammar conference (Konstanz, Germany), the Societas Linguistica Europaea
conference, and the Association for Linguistic Typology, hosted by CoEDL in Canberra.
Our work is allowing the diversity of Australian languages, including emerging languages,
to be better understood. CoEDL has been documenting the sign language used at
Kalkaringi (Northern Territory) by the Gurindji community, in partnership with Cassandra
Algy, a language worker at Karungkarni Art. The sign language is a development by
deaf and hearing Gurindji people of an alternate sign language which was already
present in the community. It has been enriched with AUSLAN signs learnt from old
phone books, and shows innovations which are deeply embedded in Gurindji semiotic
systems, such as the use of the east-west axis to sign ‘tomorrow’ and ‘yesterday’.
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Substantial progress has been made on the Warlpiri, Warumungu and Kaytetye dictionaries.
Our researchers also worked with descendants to transcribe Warumungu language recordings
made in 1966 and document their additional recollections. We supported AIATSIS with its
initiatives including the State of Indigenous Languages in Australia Report, planned for release
in 2019. It will be partly funded by the Department of Communications and the Arts.

Young Yelmek men learn how to use ELAN to transcribe their language. Yelmek is an endangered language of Papua, Indonesia,
and is rapidly falling out of use with the younger generations. A PhD research project being undertaken by Tina Gregor, ‘A
description and documentation of Yelmek and Maklew’, is supporting those who speak the language and sparking new interest.
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Making collections more accessible
continues to be a key focus for our
researchers. CI Nick Thieberger has been
working with the National Library of Australia
to make the early-1900s Daisy Bates
collection of language data from Western
Australia searchable. Already researchers
from other disciplines are using the collection
to search for information about Australian
plant and animal species. And ongoing work
by CI Rachel Nordlinger and team on the
languages of the Daly region of the Northern
Territory means the web portal for this project
now includes open access materials for
more than 10 underdescribed languages.

½½

½½

½½

Significant publications:
The year saw several noteworthy
publications including:
½½

½½

A major typological study (CI Nick
Evans, Henrick Bergqvist and Lila
San Roque) that argues for a new
grammatical category ‘engagement’,
grammaticalised in many parts of the
world. This article, based on detailed
studies of dozens of languages from
Papua New Guinea and Indonesia
to Australia and Colombia, argues
for a radical rethink about what
categories get into grammar;
Chapters by CoEDL researchers
(CIs Nick Evans, Rachel Nordlinger,
Gillian Wigglesworth and Affiliate
Barbara Kelly) featured in The
Oxford Handbook of Polysynthesis,
edited by Evans with Michael
Fortescue and Marianne Mithun;

½½

½½

Publication of Postdoc Hannah
Sarvasy’s comprehensive grammar of
Nungon published by Brill. Nungon
is a Papuan (non-Austronesian)
language spoken by about 1,000
people in the southern Uruwa River
valley of Papua New Guinea;
The first comprehensive survey of
the languages of Southern New
Guinea, featuring work by many
current and former CoEDL students;
A new field methods manual (CI
Felicity Meakins, Affiliates Jenny
Green and Myfany Turpin) providing
a practical introduction to the
collection of quality linguistic data.
Publication also began to flow from
the CoEDL-led SCOPIC project with a
framework paper and initial findings.
SCOPIC is a major international
linguistic undertaking to compare the
different and similar ways people use
language to express social cognition.
Evidence published in Linguistic
Typology (CIs Meakins and Nordlinger)
for a possessive construction in
the Ngumpin-Yapa languages of
Australia with interesting implications
for crosslinguistic models of
agreement; and in the same issue,
evidence published showing that
‘Preferred Argument Structure’ does
not predict language possibilities,
adding to recent critical assessments
of PAS theory (Postdocs Timothy
Brickell and Stefan Schnell).
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½½

Developing materials for communities:

As always, Shape researchers engage
with communities and work to produce
materials that will benefit and enhance
community-led language maintenance
efforts. Four examples from 2017 include:
½½

½½
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½½

½½

The work of five speakers of Mudburra
– Maureen Bill, Raylene Bill, Sarah Bill,
Janey Dixon and Shannon Dixon – and
PhD student Amanda Hamilton, MPhil
student David Osgarby, and Affiliate
Rob Pensalfini (UQ) to make a series
of four audio books about traditional
foods, medicines and cultural practices
around Elliott in the Northern Territory.
A project by PhD student Denise Angelo,
working with Aboriginal women from
the Binjari community to produce nine
children’s books in Kriol. This project was
a major collaborative undertaking involving
organisations such as the Indigenous
Literacy Foundation, Harper Collins, 1010
Printing, the Roper Gulf Regional Shire
and the Binjari Aboriginal Corporation.
Something About Emus, a bilingual book
edited by Murray Garde and focused on
Bininj encounters and stories of emu in
western Arnhem Land, including an essay
by CI Nick Evans presenting three versions
of what is known in western and southern
Arnhem Land as ‘the greedy emu story’.
Participation in a language-revival
project run by the Kaiadilt community
and Mirndiyan Gununa Aboriginal
Corporation and funded by the
Department of Communications
and the Arts through the Indigenous

Languages and Arts Project. As part of
this project CI Nick Evans repatriated
recordings back to the community,
which were made in the early 1980s.
Corpus Development
Documenting languages produces large
amounts of data, which needs to be properly
looked after, processed and made accessible.
In 2017, cross-node initiatives ensured even
better ways of doing this. Interested and
enthusiastic staff and students linked up to
form an e-Research team. A key initiative
was to create the CoEDL Knowledge Base
(http://kb.dynamicsoflanguage.edu.au),
a website on which contributors provide
concise, targeted, illustrative posts on
efficiently working with language data.
We also held the second corpus workshop
in May 2017, which focused on innovation
and replicability in research on lesserdescribed languages and innovative corpusbased methods for linguistic description,
typology, and theory. The workshop included
researchers from across all four nodes as
well as international visitors and featured
presentations and demonstrations of
different types of corpora being developed
across the Centre, and ways in which they
can be used to enhance scientific research.
In a major initiative, CoEDL appointed
a Corpus Manager to assist with the
development of corpora on a number
of endangered languages of the region.
Structured textual material in 13 languages
was placed online - seven Australian
languages (Anindilyakwa, Dalabon,
Gurindji Kriol, Kaytetye, Kriol, Mudburra,
Murrinhpatha) and six Pacific languages
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(Abui, Cook Islands Maori, Komnzo, Ku
Waru, Nafsan, Sa). In most cases, these
corpora constitute the only online accessible
materials in each language. This set of
texts currently totals 170,000 words and
is presented in the ANNIS platform, an
open-source system designed for corpus
exploration, which allows the material to
be searched. A different set of texts (with
media) in 21 languages is also available
online at http://eopas.org. Some of these
examples resulted from small grants made by
CoEDL for transcription of field recordings.
A significant achievement in 2017 was the
completion of the Gurindji Kriol corpus,
led by CI Felicity Meakins, which has
been submitted to PARADISEC and will be
shortly publicly available online. The corpus
consists of 165 hours of recordings of 157
Gurindji adults and children speaking in

conversational settings and performing semiformal elicitation tasks. The corpus consists
of 70,553 utterances (500,833 morphemes)
and is sound and video-linked. This
represents the most substantial structured
and accessible corpus of any Australian
Indigenous language. All morphemes
are coded for a range of information, for
example grammatical relation, animacy
and transitivity, making it a powerful
corpus for future linguistic research.
Postdoc Stefan Schnell has been
expanding the typological corpus data base
Multi-CAST for cross-corpus research in
referentiality and morphosyntax, as well
as refining the system to allow for finegrained analyses of information structure.

UQ Summer scholars and language experts from the Ngukurr Language Centre transcribe conversational Kriol. At back are
Kaylee Gannaway and Angelina Joshua and in the foreground are Hamish Pawlaczyk and Grant Thompson.
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The corpus-building team will meet
again in Melbourne in January 2018 to
discuss the next stages of the research
program, and how to incorporate
more languages and researchers.
Multivarietal language documentation

COEDL ANNUAL REPORT – 2017

Often our researchers and students
work across communities with people of
different ages to provide new perspectives
on how language is used to solve social
communicative problems. Examples include
the work of Postdoc Greg Dickson, who
is making strides in analysing geographic
variation in Kriol. Assisted by UQ Summer
Scholars and Ngukurr Language Centre
workers, a growing corpus of around
100,000 words of conversational Kriol is
proving to be fertile ground for describing
rich variation in a number of high-frequency
variables used by Kriol speakers.
Postdoc John Mansfield’s work on the
multivarietal corpus of Murrinhpatha
has continued apace in 2017, and the
crossgenerational corpus continues to
grow. It now consists of data from 130
speakers of Murrinhpatha born over a 100year timespan (1900-2000) and includes
221 texts and 45,500 words. This corpus
not only provides important language
documentation for the Murrinhpatha
language community, but is also enabling
research into questions of variation and
generational change in Murrinhpatha over
100 years, and allowing us to track the ways
in which complex polysynthetic languages
like Murrinhpatha change over time.

PhD student Alex Marley’s work on language
variation and change in Bininj Gun-Wok is
producing a substantial corpus from older
and younger speakers of the language
and revealing many interesting points of
variation across the generations. This is
providing us with another opportunity to
examine somewhat natural language change
in a polysynthetic language of northern
Australia, and provides some interesting
contrasts with Murrinhpatha. Alex’s work in
2017 has revealed systematic differences
in the pronominal prefix paradigms
between older and younger generations.
While many of the projects we support are
led from within CoEDL, we are conscious
of supporting important work occurring in
institutions apart from our own, and our
Language Documentation grants have
allowed for others to tap into our resources,
often where need is great, such as work
occurring with the last fluent speaker of
Arabana (led by Mark Harvey, University
of Newcastle), a language once spoken in
communities of South Australia. Many of
our Affiliates are working on endangered
languages of the region and either receiving
grants from us or collaborating closely. We
are also adding our resources to building the
first full phylogeny of the world’s languages
through the Glottobank Consortium (this
last in collaboration with the Max Planck
Institute for Human History in Jena).
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Researchers:
Professor Gillian Wigglesworth
(Program Leader)
Associate Professor Paola Escudero
Associate Professor Caroline Jones
Professor Alan Rumsey
Professor Denis Burnham
Dr Franklin Chang
Dr Rebecca Defina
Professor Jane Simpson
Associate Professor Evan Kidd
Professor Elena Lieven
Professor Stephen Matthews
Professor Francesca Merlan
Professor Miriam Meyerhoff
Dr Karen Mulak
Dr Alba Tuninetti
Dr Seamus Donnelly
Dr Samantha Disbray
Dr Inge Kral
Dr Hannah Sarvasy
Associate Professor Bee Chin Ng
Dr Carmel O’Shannessy
Professor Caroline Rowland
Dr Anna Stephen
Dr Danielle Barth
Professor Virginia Yip
Denise Angelo (PhD)
Cathy Bow (PhD)
Emma Browne (PhD)
Claudia Cialone (PhD)
Noelie Creaghe (PhD)
Gemma Morales (PhD)
Susan Poetsch (PhD)
Mark Richards (PhD)
Carly Steele (PhD)
Philip Thierfelder (PhD)
Catalina Torres Orjuela (PhD)
Nicole Trayner (PhD)
Yarjis Xueqing (Norah) Zhong (PhD)

The year saw exciting progress across the
Learning program. Our PhD, MPhil and
Honours students had a good year. We were
able to celebrate Sally Dixon’s completion of
her PhD, an analysis of Alyawarr children’s
differential present tense expressions in two,
closely-related languages of Central Australia,
and Noelie Creaghe made great progress with
her PhD research, investigating the effect of
different types of play on language acquisition.
Gemma Morales, who developed and trialled
a phonological awareness assessment
and training program in Dhuwaya, has just
finished her PhD and will be submitting early
in 2018. Her research underpins the current
work at Yirrkala (see below). Samra Alispahic’s
work from her MPhil thesis was published
in Frontiers in Psychology. Her work
demonstrates that difficulties in perceiving
vowel sounds in a second language are
predicted by the acoustic relationship between
the second language and the learner’s first
language, rather than vowel inventory size.
And Gloria Pino Escobar (now starting her
PhD) collected data showing that bilingual
children (8 years old) outperform monolingual
children on verbal measures, but showed
similar results in inhibitory control measures.
Another highlight was the amount of outreach
conducted by Learning researchers. This is
detailed in Section 6 but three brief examples
include PhD student Mark Richards’ work
in mapping OzCLO activities to primary and
high school curricula, PhD students Denise
Angelo and Susan Poetsch, Affiliate Cath
Hudson, and Postdoc Samantha Disbray’s
investment in professional development
opportunities for teachers and Angelo’s
and CI Caroline Jones’ contribution to the
development of early Kriol-English readers.
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A book, highly relevant to the Learning
program, was published by Palgrave
Macmillan and edited by CIs Gillian
Wigglesworth, Jane Simpson and Affiliate
Jill Vaughan. From Home to School:
Language Practices of Indigenous Children
and Youth includes papers from students
as well as international contributors.
Documenting how children learn languages
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Nungon, PNG: Recording for the two-year
longitudinal study of child acquisition of
Nungon concluded at the end of the year.
The study, led by Postdoc Hannah Sarvasy,
tracked the linguistic development of five
children in a remote village of Morobe
Province, PNG, as they learned to speak their
community’s language, Nungon. The corpus
contains over 100 hours of child-caregiver
speech; transcription of half of this is now
completed. Transcription and coding of the
remainder of the corpus continue. In July
2017, a landmark was attained for all Pacific
languages: the first indigenous language of
the region entered the international, openaccess CHILDES database of coded child
speech corpora. Nungon officially entered
the international database ACQDIV, meant
to capture child acquisition of maximally
diverse languages, in November 2017.
Pitjatjantjara, Australia: The Pitjantjatjara
child language acquisition project run by
Postdoc Rebecca Defina made extensive
progress in 2017. The longitudinal cohort
is now complete with 13 children, initially
aged between 8 months and 4 years, taking
part in the study. A main local Indigenous
transcriber was trained to work on the
project, and the family members of several

focus children also became involved
in working on the project. Preliminary
findings have already been utilised by the
speech pathologist working on the Anangu
Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara (APY) lands to
improve evaluation of Pitjantjara speaking
children. A paper on the acquisition of
multiverbal constructions and perception
verbs was presented at the 14th International
Congress for the Study of Child Language
held in Lyon, France, and another at the
Australian Linguistic Society conference
in Sydney. 2018 will see the start of a
multigenerational study of Pitjatjantjara
with a new postdoc and a new PhD
student starting work in the APY lands.
Murrinhpatha, Australia: The
multigenerational study of Murrinhpatha
continues under the auspices of a
Discovery Project “Learning to tell a story
in Murrinhpatha” led by CI Wigglesworth
and Affiliate Barbara Kelly. A field trip in
September allowed our researchers to collect
two stories from each 30 primary school
children in Wadeye, where the children
are growing up speaking Murrinhpatha as
their first language. The children are shown
the same picture book and then provide
the narrative in Murrinhpatha, which is
recorded, transcribed and analysed. Two
further field trips will take place in 2018
to collect additional stories from the same
set of children, and more stories from
another 30 children. Over three years,
narratives will be collected from cohorts of
20 children in three age groups: 7, 9 and
11 years of age. This project forms part of
the Murrinhpatha multigenerational study
based at the University of Melbourne.
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Dhuwaya, Australia: In a collaborative
pilot project led by CI Wigglesworth with
audiology students and supervisors from
Macquarie University, researchers tested the
hearing of children at Yirrkala Community
School and at the same time tested their
phonological awareness skills in Dhuwaya,
their first language and one of the languages
of the bilingual school. Preliminary results
suggest, as expected, that phonological
awareness increases with age, but also
that, overall, the children’s hearing was at a
considerably lower threshold than expected.
The small number of children who had ear
health issues at the time of testing were
referred for further assessment. The project
will continue in further remote Indigenous
schools in the Northern Territory in 2018 and
2019 although the children’s phonological
awareness will be assessed in English.

Yalmay Yunupingu, the teacher linguist at
Yirrkala School and a COEDL Affiliate, is
working with CI Wigglesworth to develop
further literacy projects in Dhuwaya,
including the creation of a digital literacy
teaching app to promote letter and sound
knowledge, sight words and early reading
skills. The app, called Yäku ga Rirrakay
(Sounds and Letters), will be trialled during
2018, for use in the early years of the
bilingual program from 2019 onwards.
IDLD Project: CI Evan Kidd’s ARC Discovery
Project, entitled ‘Discovering sources of
individual differences in child language
acquisition’ (IDLD), has continued with great
success. The IDLD Project follows over 120
typically- developing monolingual Englishspeaking children, tracking their progress
of their language, literacy, and “statistical
learning” abilities through two years of

Teacher linguist at Yirrkala Community School, Yalmay Yunupingu (left), and teaching assistant, Gulpulanbuy Wanambi,
working through the Dhuwaya app to provide feedback.
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their early primary schooling. The project
comprises four testing phases, each sixmonths apart. All schools have completed
the first two phases and our researchers are
now well underway conducting Phase 3,
which begins to incorporate some specific
literacy measures for the first time. Tasks
being completed include: the Wide Range
Achievement Test, which measures how
well the children can read aloud a set
of printed words of increasing difficulty;
and the Neale Analysis of Reading Ability,
which consists of a set of graded narrative
passages to measure rate, accuracy, and
comprehension during out-loud reading.
Multilingual advantage: As well as the work
done by Gloria Pino-Escobar, mentioned
previously, this research program assessed
the emergence and use of mutual exclusivity
(ME) to both disambiguate and retain the
meanings of novel words across development
in 18-month-old monolingual and bilingual
children, and in a sub-group of these
children again at 24 months of age. Both
monolinguals and bilinguals employed ME for
fast-mapping to a similar extent at 18- and
24-months. At 18-months, there were also no
differences in novel word retention between
the two groups. However, at 24-months, only
monolinguals showed the ability to retain
these mappings. These findings indicate
that monolingual and bilingual children
may have access to similar default biases
grounded in general learning mechanisms,
but the development of these biases into
word-learning strategies is shaped by
children’s individual language exposure and
experience with language use (Kalashnikova,
Escudero and Kidd, under review).

Kailge Sign Language, PNG

During CI Alan Rumsey’s fieldwork on
children’s language learning at Kailge,
PNG, he observed a sign language for
communication involving deaf people,
including children. In 2017 Rumsey began
collaborating with CoEDL’s Lauren Reed
– a sign language expert – on analysing
the videos he had made of Kailge Sign
Language. This has resulted in three
seminar presentations, and funding from
the Australian Linguistic Society for Reed
to undertake new fieldwork on the sign
language, which she will begin in April
2018, along with Rumsey and CoEDL
Associate Investigator Francesca Merlan.
This is pioneering work, as very few local sign
languages are attested from New Guinea
or Melanesia overall, and only one detailed
study has been published on any of them.
Mechanisms of language learning:
statistical word learning

Not all words are taught explicitly. Crosssituational word learning (XSWL) is believed
to model real-world implicit word learning
whereby we subconsciously track candidate
referents in the environment when we
encounter a new word, and statistically
derive the likely candidate after multiple
encounters with the word. Last year, the
project team, led by CI Escudero, showed
that infants and adults can learn words
that differ in only one consonant or vowel
via XSWL in the lab, demonstrating that
they can encode finely detailed consonant
and vowel information. In a paper under
review, they increased the amount of
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ambiguity in the task to more closely mimic a real-world scenario and found that adults
could still learn words that differed from one another by only one consonant or vowel
(Mulak, Vlach and Escudero, under review). Further cross-node work between Postdocs
Karen Mulak, Alba Tuninetti and Hannah Sarvasy is looking at how the perceived ethnicity
of the speaker affects word learning in Western and non-Western language communities.

Work with Appen to localise computer interfaces to promote local
language sustainability
Appen engineer Jason Johnston supported Hannah Sarvasy and her team of
Nungon speakers to localise a word processing software and Start menu for
computers to be housed at the Nungon Community Technology Centre in Towet
village, in Morobe Province, Papua New Guinea. The second half of 2017 was
spent constructing a community education building to house the localised
computers. In 2018, technology instruction using the Nungon language medium
will begin. The goal of the project is to pre-emptively introduce technology to the
region in the Nungon language first, rather than wait for laptops, tablets, and
mobile phones to usher in neologisms.

L to R around the table are the Nungon transcription team: Stanly Girip, Nathalyn Ogate, Lyn Ogate and James Jio.
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A number of our projects ask both Learning
and Processing questions. Research carried
out by CI Escudero and Postdoc Mulak on
Adults, children and infants’ learning of
sounds and words in multicultural settings
(language and accent variation) had a
number of highlights including a publication
in Developmental Science about infant
difficulties in learning minimal pair vowel
words due to the variation in the Australian
vowel /i/, and a paper in PLOS One (Mulak,
Bonn, Chládková, Aslin, Escudero) showing
that at 12 months, infants can detect not
only changes to vowels produced by a
female, but also changes in speaker.

Research using EEG recordings and
examining how speech perception
unfolds, led by CI Escudero and Postdoc
Tuninetti, has shown that adaptation, or
speech normalisation, happens at very
early stages of perception. The team
examined how differences in vowels,
speakers, sex, and accents are perceived
by adults at unconscious levels by
recording the mismatch negativity (MMN),
which indexes acoustic and categorical
changes at a neural pre-attentive level. The
results show that accent and sex changes
in vowels are perceived and processed
differently than vowel and speaker changes
for both monolinguals and bilinguals,
suggesting that adults are most sensitive
to voice quality differences during initial
speech processing (Tuninetti, Chladkova,
Peter, Schiller, and Escudero, 2017,
Brain and Language). Our researchers
at WSU and ANU also tested this with
infants to see if and how this perceptual
difference develops across the lifespan
(more on this in the Processing report).
The Canberra Longitudinal Child Language
(CLCL) Project is a shared project between
the Processing and Learning programs
which tracks the language development
of 120 Canberra children, from 9 months
through to 24 months of age. Some
important results were presented at the
International Association for the Study of
Child Language in Lyon. Further results
from these three research programs
are outlined in the Processing report.
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Basic language processes – talking and
listening – have generated substantial
research literatures, but many findings
concern just one language, one age
group, or one structural variant. The
CoEDL processing program aims to
provide the knowledge that will allow a
complete account of how spoken-language
processing works in all its variations:
across languages and across dimensions
of language structure; across individual
language users as well as across language
communities and across the lifespan.
Across individuals and the lifespan

In the Canberra Longitudinal Child Language
Project (charting 120 children’s language
development from their first to their fifth
year), all participants have completed (at
least) their first six testing sessions, and
some important relationships have already
appeared. Thus event-related brain potentials
(ERPs) at nine months of age, showing how
well an infant’s brain identifies single words
in spoken sentences, predict ability at 15
months to learn novel names for objects by
observing correspondences between words
and pictures. Further, 18- to 24-month-olds’
reaction times in processing spoken language
are related to the growth in their production
vocabulary and also to the development of
their early grammatical ability – the faster
they recognise spoken words, the more
words and longer sentences they can say.

PROCESSING PROGRAM

78

COEDL ANNUAL REPORT – 2017

Each year the Canberra Longitudinal Child Language Project
holds a morning tea for the children participating in the
project and their parents.

The ANU (CI Evan Kidd, Tara Spokes)
and WSU teams (CI Paola Escudero and
Postdoc Alba Tuninetti) together investigated
infant versus adult processing of vowels, in
particular detection of changes (a repeating
vowel changing to a different vowel sound,
or to the same sound spoken by a different
person). In both infants and adults, brain
activity was again measured using ERPs.
Adults proved most sensitive to changes to
a different vowel, but infants tended to be
more sensitive to talker changes. Infants may
prioritise distinguishing a given talker’s voice
(e.g., a parent) from others, whereas adults
focus on changes with larger implications.
This newly revealed developmental change
in vowel normalization processing is being
captured in a computational model of
indexical versus linguistic cue learning by CI
Escudero with WSU Postdoc James Whang.

Further into the lifespan, the UQ processing
team studies language processing in later life,
with a particular focus on the development of
technology to assist communication between
people living with dementia and their care
providers (the Florence project). Members of
the Florence team (CoEDL researcher Dan
Angus and Postdocs Paul Vrbik and Yvonne
Yu) have now produced new computational
techniques for processing speech data.
Their open-source software toolkit (CALPY)
provides computational methods to reliably
extract pitch, intensity, and pause data at
various temporal resolutions. Further work by
the team (CoEDL researcher Andrew Back)
includes the development of information
theoretic methods to detect points of interest
in speech with this toolkit, with the particular
aim of detecting breakdowns in conversation
between carer and cared, and flagging
such conversational points for repair.
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Dr Dan Angus presenting on new computational techniques
for processing speech data.

Across languages, varieties and structures

PhD student Martin Ip’s project addresses
universal prosodic functions (the signalling
of salience and of juncture) in Mandarin
Chinese and English. The two phonologies
differ in that Mandarin has tones, fewer
phonemes, and simpler syllables; but
Ip’s production studies revealed that both
functions (salience, juncture) are expressed
with similar prosodic resources in each
language. Precisely how the resources
are deployed differs, however, and the
differences affect perceptual processing.
For instance, both languages use duration to
signal juncture, but in English the duration
of pre-boundary vowels is most influenced
(and is most relied on by listeners) whereas
in Mandarin duration of pauses shows
the larger effect in both production and

perception. Perhaps as a corollary, having
the same cue does not enable Mandarin
listeners to immediately deploy their native
knowledge in listening to English (though
immersion in the L2 context leads to this
learning being acquired).
Even when two languages are closely related
and have very similar phonological structure,
structural cues can be language-specific.
Both German and English allow sentences
such as Peter hit the man with [no coat
/ a chair] and in both, the sentences are
initially ambiguous but the attachment of
the continuation is signalled by the way the
preposition (with) is spoken; only German,
however, also has a difference in the way the
direct object (man) is uttered. Eye-tracking
studies by PhD student Jenny Yu showed
that either type of disambiguation is equally
effective for listeners. Postdoc Heather
Kember found (with German colleagues from
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Konstanz and Tuebingen) that Australian
English listeners are less accurate than
German listeners in discriminating pitch rises
(although they performed equally well in
discriminating duration, or pitch falls). A close
linguistic relationship seems to be no bar to
the development of subtle cross-language
differences in how structure is expressed.
At WSU, CI Escudero and Postdocs Karen
Mulak and Tuninetti have explored a number
of different ways in which the native language
can affect processing of non-native input.
Together with Liquan Liu and Jia Ong, for
instance, they found that Australian English
listeners’ sensitivity to Mandarin tonal
contrasts is greater for a contrast that more
closely resembles a native-language prosodic
contour (in this case, a falling intonation)
compared to a contrast that does not. This
suggests that native structure can be drawn
on as a model even when the domain in
question (here, lexical tone) does not feature
at all in the native language. Then, consistent
with previous work showing that American
students show poorer comprehension
of accented speech when they believe a
talker is Asian compared to Caucasian,
they also found that Caucasian students
did not learn novel Dutch words as well
when paired with a talker with a MiddleEastern background compared to when the
very same utterances were paired with a
Caucasian talker. This suggests that implicit
biases about comprehensibility affect actual
comprehensibility. Finally, they solved a
puzzle presented by an earlier finding in
which Australian 15-month-olds detected
a vowel switch in Canadian English better
than in their native variety. They speculated

that this may be due to greater variation
in spectral change across the vowel in the
native variety. Indeed, when they changed
the experimental stimuli to an Australian
vowel with less such variation, infants
performed as well with native input. Slightly
older infants were able to deal with the more
variable vowel however, suggesting that
learning native speech sounds in infancy
includes learning the dynamic properties of
each segment separately.
At Melbourne, an ongoing theme concerns
processing of sound change and consonant
and vowel variation in varieties of English.
Postdoc Debbie Loakes with PhD
Affiliate Josh Clothier continued to study
sociophonetic variation and sound change
in the perception and production of vowels
in both Aboriginal English and mainstream
Australian English; their new results show
inter alia that the perception of sound change
in progress varies, with different communities
responding differently to the same sound
contrasts. Further processing work by CoEDL
Affiliate Olga Maxwell, CI Janet Fletcher,
Loakes, and Clothier found that speakers of
Indian English process broad and narrow
prosodic focus differently from Australian
English speakers.
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Postdoc Rosey Billington joined the
Processing Team and Archiving Thread in
2017 to undertake phonetic and prosodic
documentation of Nafsan, a language
of Vanuatu, with CIs Fletcher and Nick
Thieberger (Archiving). A substantial period
of fieldwork was undertaken in AugustSeptember 2017, allowing collection of
materials relevant to segmental and prosodic
structure. Investigations so far suggest that
the prosodic typology of Nafsan is phrasal,
i.e. edge-marking, counter to earlier analyses
of the language as having stress accent.
Further Melbourne program highlights for
2017 included the completion of a speech
perception experiment on Djambarrpuyngu
to see how speakers of the language process
fine phonetic timing in vowel nasal sequences.
Djambarrpuyngu shows compensatory

lengthening of post-tonic nasals when
the tonic vowel is short similar to patterns
observed in other vowel quantity languages.
However listeners are only sensitive to
adjustments in the vowel and not lengthening
of the post-tonic nasal, confirming that the
latter contributes to the signaling of postlexical structure rather than segmental
contrast. The continuation of processing
studies of Wubuy in 2017 confirmed that
Wubuy listeners tolerate pauses in the middle
of polysynthetic words, particularly if realised
as a well formed intonational phrase. A major
outcome of work undertaken by Postdoctoral
Fellow Hywel Stoakes in collaboration
with Florian Schiel, IPS Munich, was the
development of the first pan-Australian
language MAUS system for forced alignment
of Australian Indigenous languages, funded by
a TIG awarded to Stoakes in 2017.

Processing Postdocs Alba Tuninetti (left) and Karen Mulak ran a course called “Processing typology and ‘typologizing’
processing” during CoEDL Summer School.
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The evolution of language takes place over an
extraordinary range of time and demographic
scales. It can take hundreds of thousands
(perhaps millions) of years to assemble and
connect the capacities and resources on
which contemporary languages and their
users depend. And just as significantly, there
can be innovations, accidental or deliberate,
made by a particular speaker on the fly,
registered, incorporated and reproduced
in the local environment over minutes,
hours, days. The demographic range is
equally vast. A few “world languages” are
spoken by hundreds of millions, and are
supported by a massive infrastructure of text,
media, and institutional entrenchment. In
contrast, there are thousands of languages
with tens or hundreds of speakers, most
with no stable institutional support.
We would not expect the dynamics of
change to be the same across these time
and demographic scales: one of the central,
project-long objectives of the evolution
program is to identify the ways these
different scales interface, and to use studies
at one scale to inform and empirically
constrain research at other scales. A first
set of studies exploring these integrative
questions is now in press, with a special
issue of Biology and Philosophy to be
published early in 2018 (partly based on a
CoEDL workshop from late in 2016); it will
also be the explicit focus of the evolution
program at the 2018 CoEDLFest, with a day
dedicated to scales and their interaction.
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The CoEDL evolution program takes on
this overarching project at three main
points of attack; a fourth, based on CI
Janet Wiles’ group at the University of
Queensland is more future-oriented,
charting and supporting human-machine
language interaction (see OPAL project
in New Technologies Thread report).
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One team, based at the ANU and led by
CI Kim Sterelny, considers how language
emerged. In 2017, this group has continued
its strategy of embedding a developing
model of the emergence of language within
a larger framework of the emergence of
human social life more generally, with
work in 2017 on the relations between the
evolution of communication and that of
music, of religion, of normative thought,
and of increasing technical skill. One
of the team members, Postdoc Anton
Killin, co-organised a philosophy and
palaeoanthropology conference in Florida
in December 2017, with its focus on the
emergence of material symbols (art and
related phenomena) in the human lineage.
A second point of entry is the scale at
which languages split and diversify, with
a tree-like structure whose shape can be
recovered (with reasonable confidence) with
phylogenetic tools borrowed originally from
evolutionary biology (for species split and
diversify over time too) and modified for use
on linguistic data. CI Simon Greenhill, PI
Russell Gray and their colleagues have this
focus, and one of its advantages is that they
can make progress on the importance of
demographic scale, not just temporal scale,
for sibling languages often differ in speaker
numbers, and comparison then reveals the

effects of demography, as Affiliate Lindell
Bromham and her colleagues have shown.
Greenhill and his colleagues continue to
show the power of these methods, and in
connection with the Max Plank Institute for
the Science of Human History build data
bases from which comparisons can be
made. The Lexibank project currently has
more than two million words from more than
6,000 documented language varieties and is
rapidly approaching 2.5 million lexemes. The
Parabank project has pronoun paradigms
for over 800 languages and kinship systems
for more than 400 languages. Grambank
has more than 100,000 datapoints about
grammatical features from over 1,000
languages; its release is planned for May
2018. How deep in time can we trace the
family tree of living languages? The signal
of the past gets fainter over time; one major
and as yet unsolved issue for this team is to
discover when that signal dies out completely
(taken up again and pushed deeper in
a 2017 PNAS paper “The Evolutionary
Dynamics of Language Systems”). Moreover,
the languages of the world might not trace
back to a single common ancestor. CI Nick
Evans suggests that language was invented
in parallel by distinct communicative
communities innovating independently and
borrowing from one another; the birth of
language was a litter, not a singleton. If so,
the descendants of the litter mates may still
be with us.
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A plot of languages in the Pacifi with labels
proportional in size to the number of first
language speakers:
Population > 1= Orange
Population > 1,000 = Red
Population > 100,000 = Green
Population > 10,000,000 = Blue

Aceh
Bali

Some languages are spoken by hundreds of millions, and are
supported by a massive infrastructure of text, media, and institutional
entrenchment. In contrast, there are thousands of languages with tens
or hundreds of speakers, most with no stable institutional support.
Graphic courtesy of Simon Greenhill (from Ethnologue data).
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Nick Evans’ allied Wellsprings project
is beginning to provide evidence that
contact, even mediated by bilinguals,
need not lead to convergence between
neighbouring language groups. Phylogenetic
methods, allied to the psycholinguistic
work emerging via Wellsprings and CoEDL
projects, have the potential to make
suggestions like these measurable.
Nick Evans and CIs Bethwyn Evans,
Catherine Travis and Felicity Meakins (and
their co-workers) all work on shorter time
frames: on changes within a generation,
or across a few generations. Nick Evans,
Bethwyn Evans and Felicity Meakins work
primarily on small demographic scales as
well: community languages in Australia,
Papua and New Guinea. These are language
contact situations, often with fast rates of
change; indeed, Meakins and her colleagues
are observing and documenting language
formation, not just language change; some of
this work is reported by the Shape program.
Catherine Travis is the contrast case here,
working on world languages (English and
Spanish), but over similar temporal spans:
a few generations in her work on Australian
English; somewhat less in a bilingual
Spanish/English community. In particular, her
“Sydney Speaks” project has compiled an
unprecedented corpus of Australian English,
comprising comparable speech from Sydneysiders born from as early as the 1890s up to
the 1990s. The corpus covers age, class and
ethnicity; allowing the identification of both
change over time, and variation at a time
over class, gender and ethnicity. Variation, is
of course the engine of change, and in 2017
Travis was able to document the influence of
class on variation, and of age on innovation.

New Generation Documentation
and Archiving Thread
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CoEDL established the New Generation
Documentation and Archiving Thread so that
all material created by research participants
(including primary recordings, transcripts,
experimental results, dictionaries, and so
on) could be managed and archived. This
supports the citation of primary material,
essential for verifying claims made by
researchers, but also makes the materials
available to the speakers who were recorded.
The Archiving Thread leader is Nick
Thieberger at the University of Melbourne
and the Senior Data Manager is Julia Miller.

The main function of the Archiving Thread is
to ensure that all records produced by CoEDL
researchers are safely curated for future use.
As the Pacific and Regional Archive for
Digital Sources in Endangered Cultures
(PARADISEC) is the main repository for
CoEDL, we have been funding a fractional
PARADISEC administrative position
and have supported programming on
the catalog and storage systems.
We provide guidance to researchers (and to
the general public via our websites) on how
to create records in the course of research
projects so that the records can be archived
with enough descriptive metadata to make
them usable by others. We run regular
training workshops in data management
to ensure that researchers create data

that can be archived without too much
reformatting. In 2017, these workshops were
in Melbourne, Canberra, Adelaide, at the
Puliima conference in Brisbane and at the
Oceanic Linguistics conference in Honiara.
We also work with PARADISEC to find
collections of language material that need
to be digitised for preservation, especially
analog tapes. In 2017, we digitised one
hundred tapes for the Vanuatu Cultural
Centre with funding from the Endangered
Languages Documentation Programme.
The PARADISEC collection currently
stands at 36TB, with 8,065 hours of audio
files. In the past four years PARADISEC
has had 16,375 downloads, with 1,058
registered users. Our catalog has had
11,000 sessions over the past 12 months.
Significantly, these include 95 from PNG,
89 from Vanuatu, 33 from Fiji, 23 from
the Solomon Islands, 20 from French
Polynesia and 18 from New Caledonia.
In order to provide ongoing access to items
in the collection, in 2016 and 2017 we
worked with the Australian National Data
Service (ANDS) to assign digital object
identifiers (DOI) to all parts of the collection
(totalling 147,198 objects to date). Each
newly accessioned item receives a DOI.
All material can be searched in the
PARADISEC catalogue, but also via Research
Data Australia (http://researchdata.ands.
org.au), and a number of other services
(including the National Library’s Trove).
In 2017, the CoEDL Data Manager, Julia
Miller, worked on 12 new collections
and enriched 14 existing collections.

NEW GENERATION DOCUMENTATION AND ARCHIVING THREAD
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She assisted in an assessment of the collection of language materials at Papunya
school and gave five talks about data management and CoEDL during 2017.
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As can be seen in the following charts, the collection holds material from 1,133
languages and has doubled the number of files it holds since the Centre began.
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In 2016 we appointed a Corpus
manager, Tom Honeyman, to create
accessible sets of texts (corpora) in
a number of languages. We selected
the platform Annis to host these
corpora and have so far included texts
from the following languages: Abui,
Anindilyakwa, Cook Islands Māori,
Dalabon, Gurindji-Kriol, Kaytetye, Kriol,
Komnzo, KuWaru, Mudburra, Murrinhpatha, Nafsan, Sa. A different set of
texts (with media) in 21 languages is
also available online at www.eopas.org,
some of these are the result of small
transcription grants made by CoEDL.

Presentations

During 2016, the Archiving Thread
hosted a Tools and Methods Summit
for language documentation and
a working group from that Summit
successfully applied for NSF funding in
a collaboration between the University
of Melbourne and the University of
Hawai’i (Mānoa). A subsequent meeting
of that working group has resulted
in work on a new tool for managing
metadata in the course of fieldwork
that is currently under development.

Each item in the PARADISEC collection is
stored with an XML file that contains all the
catalogue information related to that item
and its files. This is written every time the
catalogue entry is saved. When we deliver
a collection to a user (on a hard disk rather
than being downloaded from our site) we
need a way to provide the relevant metadata
to make sense of that collection. We have
been working on a system that harvests the
XML files and creates a mini catalogue of the
selected collection. We are using a system
produced by LibraryBox that includes a local
wifi transmitter with a usb storage device
(similar to a Raspberry Pi – tiny, single-board
computer). Together these allow us to create
a small website of just the selected items and
to deliver them on a local wifi network for
access on mobile devices (not connected to
the internet). Trials so far have proved this to
be an effective method of metadata delivery.

This year we presented on archiving
language materials at the PARBICA (Pacific
Regional Branch of the International Council
on Archives) conference, Fiji; Information
Technologies in Indigenous Communities
Conference, Melbourne; Conference on
Oceanic Languages in Honiara; the WANALA
conference in Kalgoorlie; the Tokyo University
of Foreign Studies; the ICLDC in Honolulu;
ERSA Digital Humanities Pathways event in
Melbourne; the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences; and at Minzu University, Beijing.
Delivery of archival language records
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Workshop on data management
CoEDL was able to share its data management expertise at the 2017 Indigenous
Languages and Technology Forum, known as Puliima. This biennial conference
offers hands-on learning and engagement in pioneering language techniques and
new technologies. CoEDL’s Julia Miller and Doug Marmion (also of AIATSIS) gave
a workshop on data management, which included tips on creating inventories and
safeguarding un-archived language materials.
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Julie Miller (standing) at the Puliima workshop on data management.

Doug Marmion instructing on data management.

New Technologies
Thread
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Transcription Acceleration Project (TAP)

OPAL

The Transcription Acceleration Project brings
together a range of approaches to reduce
the time it takes to transcribe speech data,
particularly for languages with small amounts
of documentation. We conducted a survey of
linguists early in the year to obtain a picture
of linguists’ practices during transcription,
especially how they use technology. The
results, soon to be submitted for publication,
are now helping the team to develop new
tools and to better integrate existing tools.
Ben Foley, Gautier Durantin, Mark T.
Ellison, Simón González, Ola Olsson, Nay
San, Jonathon Taufatofua and Appen’s
Sasha Wilmoth have each worked with
CoEDL linguists during the year to develop
code and interfaces to automate repetitive
transcribing tasks, and to identify linguistic
features which would have been beyond
reach without automation. These scripts
have been published and documented
on a knowledge base website. Another
highlight for the project was a workshop led
by Daan van Esch, a linguist and machine
learning researcher from Google. During
this workshop, CoEDL members were
taught to use the Kaldi speech recognition
toolkit. Speech recognition software is
already proving to be of enormous benefit
to linguists, as shown by the success of
a phoneme transcription script written by
Oliver Adams. During the year, Ben Foley
was employed as TAP project manager to
coordinate this cross-disciplinary project.

The OPAL team was extremely busy
in 2017, working on four robots, each
with different purposes. The first three
robots mentioned below are versions
of “Opie” the classroom robot:
½½

½½

½½

Often referred to by the team as ‘Purple
Opie’, this robot is used for fundamental
testing of robot and child interaction. For
instance, PhD student Kristyn Hensby
uses this robot to investigate how children
learn from robots and screens and whether
robotic social features, like eyes, can help
direct a child’s attention to learning tasks.
In 2017, a more robust version of Opie
was also developed which allows children
to high-five with it, increasing the amount
of physical interaction between child
and robot. Essential to this version, are
the design features that make the robot
safe, extremely robust and friendly
looking, so children feel safe to have
the robot within their personal space
and likewise are safe to be physically
within the robot’s operating space. Being
able to high-five is all part of the gameplaying and communication repertoire
that the team is building into Opie.
The third version of Opie is the ‘flat pack’
or transportable version developed in
collaboration with the Ngukurr Language
Centre, in south-east Arnhem Land. This
version of Opie can be packed down flat
and transported on small aeroplanes or in
rough-terrain vehicles. The robot is made
of light materials and can be dressed/
decorated by any community or group that
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uses it. Ngukurr is Ngalakgan country,
and the community that make up Ngukurr
are known as the Yugul Mangi people.
Ngukurr community members mostly
speak Kriol but also identify as belonging
to 10 heritage languages that are all
endangered. This transportable robot was
delivered to the community in 2017 and
will stay there to assist language workers
in teaching these heritage languages.
½½

A fourth robot, Poppy, was used in
experiments to study the importance of
synchrony between hand gestures and
speech in human-robot interaction.
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Florence

One of the most diverse, cross-discipline
projects at CoEDL, the Florence project,
aims to design communication technology
that will assist people living with dementia.
A reference group of people living with
dementia and carers was set up in 2017 to
work alongside our researchers to ensure
outcomes are as useful as possible. As with
the TAP project, there are workstreams
occurring simultaneously, including research
to compare human and computer-based
detection of break-downs in communication
including the recent development of new
software CALPY designed to detect pitch,
pause and intensity of speech. Another
workstream is looking at the development
of technology allowing for memory
prompts, such as photos, to enable the
re-start of conversation and participation
in life tasks, and there has also been good
progress in the development of digital
language banks using an individual’s

voice when future loss of communication
is anticipated. This language banking
thread of research is testing the notion that
language banks can preserve meaningful
personal knowledge that may become
difficult for a person to retrieve over time.

Older Australians shape how new
technologies are developed
Retirement village residents were
given first access to test and
provide feedback on technology in
development stages as part of the
CoEDL Florence research project.
Florence manager Peter Worthy
said it was great to see residents
of the Aveo Durack village in
Brisbane trying out a range
of technologies, including
technologies developed by UQ
students and providing feedback.
The technologies included a Talk
Table, a table that shows images
related to the conversation as
people sit and talk around it;
Soundscape, an interface made of
fabric that makes music as people
touch and stretch it; Proverbial, a
simple word-based game; Photo
Album, an app which helps to
collect and store memories,
stories and photos; and a Memory
Bracelet, a bracelet to help find
lost objects.
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UQ Masters student Lily Vong engaging residents at Aveo Durack.

Talking to residents at Aveo Durack.

COEDL ANNUAL REPORT – 2017

94

Interdisciplinary
Grant Funding
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Transdisciplinary and Innovation Grants

Transdisciplinary and Innovation Grants are to provide opportunities
for cross-program collaboration at all levels, and to support projects
by CoEDL members and Affiliates that are innovative and that will link
research across programs and threads in new and unexpected ways,
leading to the development of collaborative research outputs of a high
quality. A total of $138,616.64 was awarded under this program in 2017.

Sociophonetic variation in first- and second-generation Australians’ English and
community language
Ksenia Gnevsheva, The Australian National University
The proposed project investigates how first- and second-generation bilingual immigrants vary
in their use of English and community language. Documenting how different language varieties
interact is important because such interactions shape the Australian linguistic landscape,
and it helps us understand how multiple languages work within one individual. I will apply
variationist methods and employ innovative data collection and analysis methods to build a
unique spoken bilingual corpus, and I will run a perception experiment which will tap into
the effect of different linguistic and social variables on bilinguals’ language processing.

Brainwaves and clause chains: Testing EEG in PNG
Hannah Sarvasy, Australian National University
Models of sentence processing have largely relied on experiments with speakers of a small
sample of familiar languages—English, Spanish, Dutch, etc. Hundreds of other languages,
however, involve multi-clausal sentences—‘clause chains’—that differ syntactically from English
sentences. Speakers likely also process clause chains differently. This project will use mobile
electroencephalography (EEG) data from speakers of the clause chaining language Nungon
in remote Papua New Guinea to establish how the brain processes clause chains. Of special
interest are: correlates of working memory, syntactic agreement, and attentional switching. The
project will give strong evidence on how hierarchical structures shape language processing.

INTERDISCIPLINARY GRANT FUNDING
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Building a social robot for the Ngukurr Language Centre
Gautier Durantin, University of Queensland
This project is a new collaboration between CoEDL social robotics lab and the Ngukurr language
centre in the Northern Territory to design and evaluate new technologies for language teaching
and recording. The project will involve the collaborative design and development of a social robot
capable of interacting with children in Ngukurr (Northern Territory) through language games, as
well as the development of tools for community language workers to create tablet-based language
teaching materials easily. The project takes CoEDL technology research into the field, and seeks
to develop and evaluate engaging ways of teaching and preserving indigenous languages.

Using brain-computer interfaces to measure, predict and boost individual language
learning
Alba Tuninetti, Western Sydney University
Tailoring individual neural technology has long been the playground of prosthetic engineering
and brain-computer interfaces (BCIs). Such interfaces use electrical signals from the brain
to control a device (active BCIs) or estimate the mental state of the user (passive BCIs).
The rise of passive BCIs brings new opportunities for language learning, as predicting an
individual’s capabilities for language learning could be used to adapt current language-learning
technologies. Our study will combine individuals’ neural measurements in language perception
and production to predict individual language learning. We will analyse EEG and behavioural
data concurrently, focusing on within-participant analyses to develop adaptive technologies.

Contingency in infant-directed speech: Neurophysiological and psycho-social
responses in pre-linguistic infants
Christa Lam-Cassettari, Western Sydney University
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Recent research has shown that the quality and quantity of speech provided to young
infants has long lasting effects on child language learning and processing. Whether the
quality or quantity of speech play a more powerful role are yet to be ascertained. This
study investigates how the quality of speech affects infant responses in the pre-linguistic
period, by comparing infant responses to contingent versus non-contingent infant-directed
speech. It is expected that contingent speech will elicit more advanced neurophysiological
and psycho-social responses than non-contingent speech in infant and adult listeners.
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Are super-complex words represented like sentences in speakers’ minds?
Brett Baker, University of Melbourne & Rikke Bundgaard-Nielsen, MARCS Institute
for Brain, Behaviour and Development, Western Sydney University
Many Australian languages defy a seemingly straightforward distinction between ‘words’
and ‘phrases’ (groups of words acting as a unit of meaning) by having very complex words
with meanings that English would require a sentence to express. This project aims to
examine speakers’ knowledge of ‘super-complex’ words in the Australian language Wubuy,
using innovative ‘low tech’ experimental approaches suited for remote field research. The
results will experimentally investigate what a ‘word’ is in Wubuy, and thereby inform not
only language description/typology but also likely challenge current models of speech
processing and language acquisition, which are built on this fundamental distinction.

Look who’s talking: Perceived ethnic background of speaker impacts language learning
Karen Mulak, Western Sydney University
Preliminary data revealed that Caucasian participants showed poorer word learning when
told novel Dutch words were spoken by someone of Middle Eastern rather than Caucasian
appearance, despite everyone hearing the same stimuli. The possibility that knowledge about the
speaker’s ethnic appearance affects language learning has clear application to understanding
multicultural communication. To determine whether this stems from knowledge of European versus
Middle Eastern languages, or general or specific out-group biases, we will compare language
learning from perceived narrators of different ethnic backgrounds by AusE-speakers of different
backgrounds, and a population from PNG with limited exposure to people not indigenous to PNG.

‘I can hear that language but I can’t speak it’: assessing receptive competence in
Mawng at Warruwi Community (Australia)
Ruth Singer, University of Melbourne
‘Do you speak French?’ we might be asked, to assess our knowledge of French. The word ‘speak’
is used as shorthand for linguistic knowledge. However, it is possible to understand a language well
without being able to speak it. Hidden language knowledge like this plays an important role in many
multilingual settings. At Warruwi Community in Arnhem Land, people often understand a number
of Indigenous languages very well, in addition to those they can speak. We know very little about
what kind of linguistic knowledge people have, who only ‘hear’ a language. This research will help
us find out more about how the brain processes language and how languages change over time.

INTERDISCIPLINARY GRANT FUNDING
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A Pan-Australian Model for the Transcription Acceleration of Australian
Indigenous Languages
Hywel Stoakes, University of Melbourne
The aim of this project is to adapt existing software tools that can segment the Indigenous
languages of Australia making recorded speech searchable. This tool will greatly assist with and
accelerate linguistic analysis of languages which are endangered and disappearing. With the
rapid increase in data generation, spurred on by cheaper and more available digital storage, there
is a growing need for methods that allow searching and cataloguing speech data. There have
been many tools available for languages with many speakers and many centuries of linguistic
study e.g. English and German. There are fewer tools for languages which are endangered.

Language Documentation Grants

In 2016, the Language Documentation Grants scheme was
introduced to allow for broader support of language research
and preservation. The below projects were successful. A total
of $36,901.86 was awarded under this program in 2017.

Transcribing historic documentation of Yolmo and Syuba
Lauren Gawne, SOAS, University of London & La Trobe University
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This project provides transcription and translation of documentation of two languages of Nepal,
Yolmo and Syuba, done in the 1970s. This will allow for the audio recordings in these collections to
be used to help us understand the change in these languages over time, through comparison with
contemporary documentation of the languages that has been performed by Lauren Gawne (grant
applicant). This will also allow for useful materials to be returned to the communities of speakers.
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Nage and Keo School Materials Development
Louise Baird, Australian National University
The purpose of this project is to start a collaborative process with Nage and Keo speech
communities, the local government, and the local tertiary institution Seminari Tinggi
St. Paulus Ledalero to realise the aspirations of the community of Nagekeo Regency,
central Flores, Indonesia, to collect texts about declining cultural practices in their
endangered local languages (Nage and Keo), which can then be turned into resources
for use in local schools. This project will provide Nage and Keo speakers with the
equipment and skills to be able to collect and process their own oral literature.

Metrical Prominence and Pre-stopping in Arabana
Mark Harvey, University of Newcastle
This project aims to advance analyses of the unusual patterns that word stress shows in
Australian languages. Stress most consistently affects consonants following rather preceding
the stressed vowel. Arabana is a language which shows particularly strong and crosslinguistically rare effects, extending to the pronunciation of following consonants, technically
known as pre-stopping. The project will work with the last fluent speaker of Arabana to
record new materials on pre-stopping, and undertake modern phonetic analyses of both
new and existing materials. This will assist in providing better quality materials to the
Arabana community, and in developing analyses of stress in Australian languages.

An acoustic-phonetic description of the vowels of Crow (Apsáalooke)
Jaydene Elvin,Western Sydney University
The most current description of the Crow vowel inventory is found in Graczyk’s (2007) Grammar of
Crow. This grammar is limited in that it describes only the gross vowel characteristics and does not
provide any specific information relating to the acoustic properties of the vowels (e.g., formant and
duration measurements). This project will provide the first acoustic description of the monophthongs
and diphthongs in Crow. It will become a point of reference for researchers investigating the
Crow sound system and it will also be a valuable resource for language teachers and learners.
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Ethics and
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Much of the Centre’s research relates to Indigenous communities in
Australia and the Asia-Pacific, and to the transmission and safeguarding
of important cultural, linguistic and historical information. The Centre
recognises the right of Indigenous communities to maintain, control,
protect and develop their traditional knowledge and cultural expressions,
and the inherent ownership they have over this intellectual property.
The Centre also recognises that communities and individuals within
the region hold different views as to what these rights entail.
We take very seriously our responsibility to create records of performances, be they
narratives, songs, and other expressions of traditional languages. We will always assert
the moral rights of performers in collections of material produced by the Centre.
Through the activities of the Archiving and New Technologies Threads, the Centre
dedicates significant resources to ensuring cultural data, recordings and other media
are returned to the communities from which they originate in a timely and sensitive
manner. In 2017, our focus on repatriation of recorded materials continued.
A detailed policy regarding the recognition and management of linguistic and cultural
heritage in Australia was developed early in the life of CoEDL and was reviewed in
2017. The policy operates to inform members and prospective grant applicants of their
ethical and cultural obligations. This represents a significant piece of work. The policy
is published on the members’ website and circulated to members also. In response to
recommendations of our mid-term review, CoEDL will hold discussions with members at
CoEDLFest with regard to our policy and wider responsibility to Indigenous peoples.
Research conducted by Centre staff and students at the collaborating institutions is subject
to approval by institutional human research ethics committees. These statutory committees
review and approve research involving Indigenous people with specific reference to Values
and Ethics: Guidelines for Ethical Conduct in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health
Research (NHMRC 2003), and The Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Studies Guidelines for Ethical Research in Australian Indigenous Studies (AIATSIS
2012), plus The National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research (NHMRC, ARC,
UA 2007). In addition, the Centre recognises the important contribution of the guidelines
developed by The Australia Council for the Arts on Indigenous Protocols for Producing
Indigenous Australian Music, Writing, Visual Arts, Media Arts and Performing Arts (2007).
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One of the guest lecturers at CoEDL Summer School was Professor Balthasar Bickel,
head of the Department of Comparative Linguistics at the University of Zurich.
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It was a very good year for the Centre, particularly in terms of
student cohesion with a highlight being the formation of the new
Early Career Researcher and Higher Degree Researcher (ECR/
HDR) sub-committee, reported on in detail below. In 2017,
CoEDL recruited 11 new postgraduate students and nine new
honours students. Four of our 43 PhD students also completed
their doctoral theses and two students, Tom Wyatt (Honours) and
Alexander Bowen (Masters), received University Medals.

Student Professional development
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While CoEDL offers formal mentoring and
training opportunities, with initiatives such
as student mobility grants and summer
scholarships for undergraduate students,
there are also numerous less formal, but
equally beneficial, opportunities given to all
students. For instance, major professional
development comes from opportunities
to present papers, run courses and
organise events. A good example of this
was the student input into the international

Association for Linguistics Typology meeting
hosted by CoEDL in Canberra. At this
meeting, students were not only organisers
but impressed visitors with their academic
input: 11 CoEDL students were authors or
co-authors on 16 papers, and 11 CoEDL
ECRs were authors or co-authors on 20
papers. Four CoEDL ECRs co-taught
language teach-ins and two CoEDL ECRs and
three CoEDL students were co-organisers of
three workshops. This type of involvement
was repeated throughout the year at other
significant conferences and workshops.

Some of the student volunteers at the Association for Linguistics Typology meeting in Canberra: (L to R) Naijing Lui, Yihan Chen,
Naomi Peck and Tina Gregor.

105

CoEDLFest

CoEDLFest continued as the major gathering for members to share their research
and set directions for research in the coming year. In 2017, it was held in Brisbane
and provided opportunities for HDR training, both through workshops and through
opportunities for mentoring. Breakfast with Advisory Committee members and
mentors proved very popular. Skills training included a YouTube Captioning
Workshop. Professional development focused on outreach, with a panel discussion
including representatives from First Languages Australia and CoEDL members
who are regularly engaged with schools and with Indigenous communities.

CoEDLFest 2017

Summer School

This was held at the ANU. The theme was comparison of languages and what
comparison is, to take advantage both of ANU’s existing strengths and the presence
of linguists from overseas. The organising committee was chaired by three CoEDL
postdoctoral fellows: Hannah Sarvasy, Matthew Spike and Mark Ellison. The program
was devised by the organising committee with advice from the Education sub-committee.
The program included content from linguists, anthropologists, philosophers, and
covered all programs of CoEDL, as well as having two special sessions introducing
the languages of an area (African languages, and Tibeto-Burman languages).
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Summer School
Courses and Enrolments

2016

2017

International

Number
of awards

Summer school instructors

19

28

Fiji

1

Academics, teachers etc.

39

28

Singapore

2

Students and unwaged

101

87

Indonesia

1

Total

159

143

Domestic

Table 1: Summer School courses and enrolment stats.

An entire day was devoted to skills training
(workshops on linguistic software FLEX
and PRAAT, and on ethnographic filmmaking), and to professional development
(panel discussion of open access
publishing with Susan Butler of Macquarie
Dictionary, Martin Haspelmath of Language
Sciences Press, Elke Dawson from the
ANU Repository and Heather Jenks,
ANU Library representing E-Press).
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We again awarded travel scholarships for
non-CoEDL students to attend Summer
School. In 2017, there were 25 applicants
for the Summer School travel scholarships,
and 13 grants were awarded. (This
was an increase from 2016 when 10
applications were received and 6 were
awarded). The awards were made to
students from Australia and abroad.

University of Adelaide

1

James Cook University, Cairns

1

La Trobe University

2

University of Newcastle

1

Ngukurr Aboriginal
Language Centre

1

University of New England

1

University of Queensland

1

University of Western Australia

1

Table 2: Summer School Travel Scholarships awarded.
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While we increased travel scholarships, we
also decided we could no longer subsidise
the Summer School as generously as we
had previously. To cover more of the costs
of presenters, and to make the Summer
School more sustainable we raised the
registration fee from $50 to $250 for
unwaged and $350 for waged. This only
slightly reduced the number of registrants
(143 compared to 159 in 2016) but likely
enhanced course attendance. At its end, the
Centre considered Summer School 2017 an
intellectual, logistical and financial success
and we have decided to experiment in 2018
with holding the summer school again in
Canberra (making use of the greater number
of Centre professional staff), while having the
academic direction and program planned
by the University of Queensland node.

Workshops and training sessions

Several training workshops were held
throughout the year to familiarise CoEDL
students and researchers with technologies
of different types. Daan van Esch (Google
linguist and machine learning researcher)
visited the University of Queensland in June
to discuss practices for developing good
speech and language models, including
an overview of language technologies
and speech recognition systems. The
Queensland node also held a successful
Language App Coding Sprint.

Google linguist and machine learning researcher, Daan van Esch (third from left) was a visitor to CoEDL in 2017. Here he speaks to
Sean Zhu, Lynn Shim, Vinh Nguyen, Paul te Braak, Josh Arnold, Razan Paul and Nay San.
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Actual and potential uses of technology
also featured in a Learning Workshop held
at Western Sydney University in May and
in training workshops on fieldwork software
held in March at the ANU and University of
Melbourne, as well as at the Summer School.
The annual corpus workshop was held in
May at the University of Melbourne, where
various skills training workshops took place.
A large part of documenting language
involves good data practices and to teach
this, Tom Honeyman and Nay San ran
various data wrangling sessions (ANU 22
June) and UQ (28 September). Related to
this is dictionary-making, a major task for
documentary linguists, and so practical
discussions on how to make dictionaries
took place at the ANU (30 January)
and University of Sydney (7 July).
The Centre has a focus on professional
development in outreach, and as part of this,
a pre-conference workshop was held at the
Australian Linguistics Society conference
in Sydney in December. Talking the Talkley
– Popularising Linguistics was moderated
by CoEDL member Lauren Gawne,
and featured several CoEDL members
including the Linguistics Roadshow.
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Student mobility grants

Domestic
Jesse Tran (WSU) visited both ANU
and University of Melbourne to find
out how researchers would like to have
their data visualized. David Osgarby
(UQ) visited the ANU to work with
Ngumbin-Yapa language scholars.

International
Amanda Hamilton-Hollaway visited Université
de Neuchâtel (Switzerland) and learned
about diachronic construction grammar
and contact linguistics with respect to
morphology. Katie Jepson (UM) visited
Universität zu Köln (Cologne) and LudwigMaximilian-Universität München (Munich)
and received practical advice about
incorporating perception study into her
thesis, as well as helpful questions about her
assumptions about phonological categories,
phonotactics, and syllable structure.
Summer scholars and interns
CoEDL continued to support talented
undergraduate and coursework Masters
students to undertake research, through
sending interns to language centres (Ngukurr
Language Centre in 2017), and through
summer scholarships. A highlight was
the Centre’s ability to expand the summer
scholarship program by working with
partners. Seven summer scholars came
to ANU to work on the Sydney Speaks
project (sponsored in part by Appen and the
Department of Defence), the Wellsprings
project, the Warlpiri dictionary project, an
online course in Bininj Gunwok, and a
project sponsored in part by the National
Herbarium (adding Warlpiri names to the
Herbarium collection). One undergraduate
went from ANU to Western Sydney
University to learn more about phonetic
analysis of children’s speech. A summer
scholar program also occurred at the
University of Queensland, enabling talented
students to be introduced to the CoEDL
social robotics program and laboratory.
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Mentoring scheme

CoEDL continues to offer a PhD mentoring
scheme, where ECRs are set up as mentors
to PhD students, providing valuable
experience for the ECR, and an extra source
of advice and guidance for PhD students.
In 2017, under the coordination of Catherine
Travis, we extended this scheme to offer
mentoring by CIs of ECRs. This voluntary
scheme is intended as an extension of the
mentoring ECRs are already receiving from
their supervisor, to broaden their network
and the kind of support they have access
to. All CoEDL post-doctoral fellows (38
at the time the scheme was set up) were
invited to nominate a CI to serve as their
mentor, and 20 were set up with CI mentors
(this resulted in a total of 12 CIs acting as
mentors, with no CI having more than 2
mentees). Feedback received on the scheme
towards the end of the year indicated that
the scheme is proving successful, and
that ECRs appreciate the opportunity to
receive advice from senior academics.
Governance

Higher Degree Researcher (HDR)
and Early Career Researcher (ECR)
professional development is undertaken
by two sub-committees with overlapping
membership: the Education sub-committee
(which is also responsible for outreach)
and the ECR/HDR sub-committee.
Education sub-committee
The mid-term review led the Education
sub-committee to reflect on its roles and
responsibilities, which include not only
ECR and HDR education, awarding student

mobility grants and summer school travel
grants, and oversight of Summer School, but
also outreach and school-based education.
This resulted in a re-focussing of activity, and
in better representation of ECR and HDR
student interests on the subcommittee. Local
members of the ECR/HDR sub-committee
attend the Executive meetings held in each
node. A major decision was to devolve
part of the Education budget to the ECR/
HDR sub-committee to run ECR and HDR
professional development events in 2018.
ECR/HDR sub-committee
The role of this sub-committee is to ensure
that ECRs and HDRs are represented
and can have an impact on the Centre’s
direction and management. The committee
also ensures communication of information
about events across and within nodes
and provides ECRs and HDRs with a local
point of contact to discuss any issues or
challenges. Finally, it helps improve the
communication of research directions across
nodes, including help with the induction
process. Committee members used their
initial meetings in 2017 to discuss local
issues, develop a scheme for ongoing
research communication across nodes, and
gather ideas for professional development
sessions to be held at CoEDLFest 2018.
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Guests arrive at the international Association for Linguistics Typology meeting hosted by CoEDL in Canberra.
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Université Paris Diderot
SOAS, University of London
The University of Manchester
The University of Liverpool
University of Ottawa
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Google
California State
University
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University of California
San Diego

The University of Surrey
CNRS
Penn State
Cornell University
University of Indiana

Uni

Uni
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Leiden University
Centre of Excellence for Multilingualism
across the Lifespan (Multiling), Oslo
Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics, Nijmegen
Humboldt University of Berlin

Universität zu Köln
University of Zürich

Max Planck Institute for the
Hanyang University
Science of Human History, Jena
University of Tübingen
Tokyo University
of Foreign Studies
University of Stuttgart
Waseda University
University of Konstanz
University of Freiburg
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
The University of Hong Kong

Nanyang Technological University
Centre for Endangered
Languages Documentation

Udayana University
Charles Darwin University
The University
of Queensland
The Australian National University
AIATSIS
The University of Melbourne

The University
New Caledonia
Appen
The University
of Western Sydney

Victoria University
of Wellington
The University of Auckland
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Work in communities and creating national
networks
The level of our collaborative work in remote
and rural Australian communities geared
up a notch in 2017, with considerable
outreach and community endeavour
led by researchers from all levels across
CoEDL, from PhD students to CIs. This
work is largely outlined in the next section
on Outreach, but notable collaborations
included our work with First Languages
Australia, members of whom attended our
CoEDLFest in early 2017 and who also
came together with the Research Unit for
Indigenous Language (RUIL) and CoEDL
for a meeting in Melbourne to establish a
national focus on the connection between
wellbeing and first languages. Our work with
the Ngukurr Language Centre was another
highlight, and features of that collaboration
are also outlined in the Outreach chapter.
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The inaugural Language in Health Care
Forum (ANU, 22 September) was a
way of strengthening our ties with the
health sector. This forum focussed on the
importance of interpersonal communication
between patient and carers, and between
health professionals when discussing
patients, and was well attended by
linguists and healthcare professionals.
The Centre sees it as essential that we are
also building solid networks in the area of
archive management. To this end CoEDL
is building its partnership base, not only
in Australia but internationally. We are in a
consortium with the University of Houston and
the School of Oriental and African Studies,
University of London, to develop better

metadata collection tools. The Centre has also
actively reached out to partners in several
Pacific nations, indigenous communities
and the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Studies in collecting
fragile materials and providing training in
digitising and archiving. In 2017, these
included a collaboration with Mimi Arts Centre
(Katherine) to digitise and archive language
centre material, and with the NT Department
of Education, the Australian National Library
and the Papunya Arts Centre to digitise and
archive language educational material.
Addressing national education concerns
Linkages with the education sector are
paramount to the delivery of a number of
the Centre’s strategic goals. Establishment
of the Patji-Dawes language teaching prize
has enabled us to consolidate a partnership
with two co-sponsors: the Languages and
Cultures Network of Australian Universities,
and the Australian Modern Foreign Language
Teachers Association. The award was
run again in 2017 and proved successful
in promoting the wider value of foreign
and indigenous language teaching.
In 2017, we also invested considerable
energy into another educational strategic
goal, that of contributing to and supporting
public exhibitions on language. We were
able to form new relationships with leading
museums, galleries, and indigenous art
centres including the Powerhouse Museum
in Sydney, the Science Gallery in Melbourne,
the Tennant Creek community arts ‘Desert
Harmony Festival’, Karungkarni Art Centre,
UNSW Galleries and UQ Art Museum,
and the South Australian Museum.
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Building international networks
New international collaborations with the
University of Ottawa, the University of
Wisconsin and Leiden University started
with CI Paola Escudero’s Future Fellowship
research. There were further linkages
developed by CI Escudero’s group with
California State University and Waseda
University led by former PhD student
Jaydene Elvin and new international PhD
student Kakeru Yazawa, both supervised
by CI Escudero. CI Anne Cutler continued
her research collaborations with Hanyang
University in Seoul, where former CoEDL
postdoc Jiyoun Choi is also now based.
CI Cutler also has a DAAD grant with
‘SpeechNet Baden-Württemberg’, a
consortium of south-west German universities
Tübingen, Stuttgart, Konstanz and Freiburg.
In terms of CoEDL’s commitment to networking
with and developing linguistic researchers in
the Pacific, our postdoc Dr Sonja Riesberg
began employment in a position which
includes 25% commitment to on-site capacitybuilding at CELD (Centre for Endangered
Language Documentation) at UniPa
(Universitas Papua) in Manokwari, which is
directed by Dr Yusuf Sawaki, who took his
PhD with CoEDL last year. During 2018, we
have two workshops planned, one in Vila for
Vanuatu linguists (July) and one in Papeete for
linguists of the Francophone Pacific (October);
each of these will involve several CoEDL CIs
and postdocs giving intensive courses.
Ongoing international collaborations were
also further strengthened, with a good
example being our joint activities, led by
CI Gillian Wigglesworth, with the MultiFam
Project of the Norwegian Research Council

Centre of Excellence for Multilingualism
in Society across the Lifespan (MultiLing).
A large contingent from Multifam came to
visit and collaborate in hosting a workshop
in Melbourne, Language practices and
language policies in multilingual contexts.
The April workshop focused on issues related
to family and community language policies
and issues related to the transmission of
languages across generations. The SCOPIC
project continued its strong European
collaborations with a workshop in Leipzig in
March 2017, a workshop to occur in Cologne
in March 2018, and the strengthening of
our collaboration base through to Swedish
Research Council Awards to Stockholmbased SCOPIC researcher Henrik Bergqvist,
which will help support the 2019 workshop.
Examples of other institutions with whom
we have growing, though non-formalised
collaborations, are the University of Zurich,
Indiana University, Edinburgh University, and
the University of Foreign Studies in Tokyo.
Engagement and new collaborations
Engagement with government departments
and institutions resulted in some new
collaborations in 2017. ANU CoEDL
members teamed up with the National
Herbarium on a pilot for adding Indigenous
names to plant specimens, with the help of
a summer scholar, and with the Department
of Defence for a summer scholar to work on
accented English. ANU CoEDL members also
collaborated with ANU’s Australian National
Centre for Latin American Studies (ANCLAS)
to present a public roundtable discussion
on Language rights for indigenous and tribal
peoples, comparing the Australian situation
with various Latin American countries.
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A transportable version of CoEDL’s child-friendly robot ‘Opie’ in use at the Ngukurr Language Centre (Northern Territory) to help revitalise
local heritage languages. Photo courtesy of the Ngukurr Language Centre.
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The year began with a well-attended panel-led session on outreach at
CoEDLFest 2017. We were fortunate to have among the panel members
First Languages Australia members Faith Baisden and Carolyn Barker,
who offered some valuable perspectives and examples of new forms
of outreach in Indigenous Australia. The discussion was excellent and
there were great ideas from a large range of CoEDL members, which
were incorporated into our approach as the year unrolled. Ultimately, it
was a very extraordinary year for outreach, as the list below attests to.

Disseminating ideas, concepts and
the latest research findings
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Media: Very pleasing in 2017 was the good
media coverage of our research results by
Indigenous media outlets and Australian rural
media outlets. This coverage complements
our more direct channels of communication
with Australian language centres, including
our connections via social media platforms
where we share and like each other’s
initiatives and achievements. A proportion
of the regional media interest in our work
was driven by involvement in community
language initiatives and repatriation
initiatives; for example PhD student Denise
Angelo’s energetic involvement in the Binjari
Book project, which is mentioned further
below. All of this contributed to consistently
positive coverage of the Centre’s research.
We also received good international
exposure in the media with a highlight
being publication of research by Jiyoun
Choi of Hanyang University (ARC
Centre of Excellence for the Dynamics
of Language [CoEDL] postdoc in 2016,
based at Western Sydney University’s
MARCS Institute for Brain, Behaviour and

Development), Anne Cutler (CoEDL chief
investigator, also at MARCS) and Mirjam
Broersma of the Max Planck Institute for
Psycholinguistics and Centre for Language
Studies at Radboud University. Their
research on the subconscious retention
of language elements by adopted Korean
babies was reported on by the New York
Times, BBC and leading European daily
newspapers and digital media outlets.
Our Facebook and Twitter audiences
expanded again, with Facebook representing
a more domestic audience and our
Twitter account popular with international
researchers and language experts.
The CoEDL website attracted 139,254
unique page views in 2017, an increase of
31,846 unique page views on 2016. Our
programming (script) enthusiasts also set
up the CoEDL Knowledge Base webspace,
a public space for researchers to share their
scripts, tips and tricks or cheatsheets related
to language documentation and research.
Our media coverage statistics are outlined
on Page 9 of this report and in our
performance indicators in Section 9.
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Social media at a glance

Website
dynamicsoflanguage.edu.au

Facebook
facebook.com/CoEDL

139,254
page views
1,049
page likes
1,057
followers

Twitter
twitter.com/CoEDLang

LinkedIn
au.linkedin.com/in/coedl-language

1,259
followers
318
connections

Quarterly newsletter

995
subscribers

iTunes-U

857
downloads

SoundCloud

50 plays

Public lectures: Our public lectures are
intended to help different audiences see
how our research findings are relevant to
their own lives and practices. Among the
public lectures in 2017 were two addressing
aspects of Indigenous languages. One
was on the new Indigenous language Kriol
Something Lost, Something Found: Kriol of
Northern Australia by CoEDL postdoc Greg
Dickson and Ngukurr Language Centre
member Grant Thompson in Melbourne.
How new Indigenous languages are acquired
by children was the topic of a Summer
School public lecture by CoEDL Associate
Investigator Carmel O’Shannessy The
Language Creators: Who does what when
a new language emerges? First language
acquisition was also the theme of CoEDL
CI Evan Kidd’s public lecture during the
Brisbane CoEDLFest: Learning a first
language. And the importance of acquiring
more than one language was featured
in Professor Kendall King’s (University
of Minnesota) keynote public lecture
Globalization, its discontents, and the future
of multilingualism (or why language learning
is more critical than ever) in Melbourne.
Elizabeth Marrkilyi Ellis and Inge Kral
continued to give talks on their Ngaanyatjarra
verbal arts project, including to a group of
retirees in a University of the 3rd Age (U3A)
course, and to a group of young American
students at the University of New York,
Sydney. One American student insightfully
responded by saying “I thought an oral
culture just meant that the language was
not written down, but now I understand
that it means so much more!”. WSU CoEDL
members (Rob Mailhammer, Rachel
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Hendery, Mark Richards, Caroline Jones
and Lee Rosas) gave talks to the university
community at Songlines: Our Languages
Matter, an annual symposium of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander research.

COEDL ANNUAL REPORT – 2017

Conferences, gatherings and workshops:
As mentioned in the previous section
on linkages, there has been significant
interaction between the Centre’s
researchers and those professionals whom
our research may benefit and impact,
including the inaugural language in Health
Care Forum, held in September involving
health care professionals, and a forum on
interdisciplinary approaches to discrimination
in relation to migration, which involved
lawyers and regulation experts. Paola
Escudero, Karen Mulak and Alba Tuninetti
gave workshops for parents on raising their
child bilingually, at a preschool in Glebe
(Sydney), and Jaidine Fejo, Eugenie Collyer
and Caroline Jones presented on child
language research to The Smith Family staff
and Sunrise Health Service.
Other important outreach events included
a gathering on Language Practices and
Language Policies in Multilingual Contexts
with the MultiFam Project of the Norwegian
Research Council Centre of Excellence for
Multilingualism in Society across the Lifespan
(MultiLing), and a forum on interdisciplinary
approaches to discrimination in relation
to migration (10 November, ANU), which
brought together a range of researchers
(lawyers, psychologists, linguists, regulation
experts).

CoEDL was also well represented at the
Puliima conference (Cairns) where Hywel
Stoakes provided training in how to make
good language recordings, Hilary Smith
showed people how to use the software
Powtoon for video cartoons, Susan Poetsch
and Michael Jarrett (Muurrbay Language
Centre) presented on learning and teaching
through story, Cathy Bow discussed
evaluating digital tools for endangered
languages, and Doug Marmion (also of
AIATSIS) and Data Manager Julia Miller gave
a workshop on data management. A highlight
of this conference was a presentation by
Angelina Joshua and Grant Mathumba
Thompson of the Ngukurr Language Centre
on how they are using CoEDL’s classroom
robot Opie to teach heritage languages to
children of the Ngukurr community.
Repatriation: Repatriation of findings and
materials to small communities continued in
various forms. Director Nick Evans brought
back to the Kaiadilt community recordings,
which were distributed to the community on
USB sticks and micro SD card and Rachel
Nordlinger, Debbie Loakes and RUIL at the
University of Melbourne were awarded a
$30,000 grant from the Helen MacPherson
Smith Trust to undertake a language
revitalisation project with the Indigenous
community of Mildura, Victoria.
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Supporting communities to secure their literacy materials
The Centre plays an important role in supporting those who are working to preserve
fragile language materials. PhD student Cathy Bow continued work on this through
the Living Archive of Aboriginal Languages which she manages. Postdoc Samantha
Disbray and staff member Julia Miller also worked with educators Charlotte Phillipus
and Peter Pratt, Kylie Moloney of the National Library and art curator Vivien Johnson
to catalogue materials published by the Papunya Literature Production Centre. The
ongoing project is overseen by a community steering committee, which includes
members involved in the original Production Centre. Catalogued materials include
manuscripts written and illustrated by local authors and artists, which were part of a
collective effort to teach children in the region in their first language.

Samantha Disbray and Kylie Moloney catalogue materials published by the Papunya Literature Production Centre.
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Working directly with people who have
needs/wants related to language

Australian Indigenous communities
and schools were again major foci
of outreach effort in 2017.
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At Wadeye, Indigenous research assistants
were trained to assist in the collection
of narrative data in Murrinhpatha
from Murrinhpatha speaking children.
Professional development for teachers has
included working with Yalmay Yunupingu
(teacher linguist) at Yirrkala school in
developing an iPad app for early literacy
development (Gillian Wigglesworth), and
the on-going professional development for
teaching standard English in Queensland
(Denise Angelo and Cath Hudson). A new
angle on professional development was
language and cultural awareness training
for audiology students at Macquarie
University to help them better assess
the hearing of Indigenous children in
remote communities (Wigglesworth).
Over 50 Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander students took part in an engaging
introduction to linguistics through ‘Rosita
Stone’ - linguistics problem based
escape room workshops - held as part of
Western Sydney University’s Pathways to
Dreaming program in partnership with 26
south-western and western Sydney high
schools. (CoEDL affiliate Rachel Hendery,
HDR students Valeria Peretokina, Gloria
Pino Escobar, and CI Caroline Jones).

CoEDL members have been helping
produce literacy resources in Kriol.
Two early Kriol-English readers by
Barunga community members Anita
Painter and Tracy Camfoo were
published by Batchelor Press, based
on CI Caroline Jones’ recordings,
with a launch organised at Barunga
School, and materials for teaching
and learning Gamilaraay were created
by Hilary Smith and John Giacon,
including 14 videos on YouTube and
two mini- videos for Facebook.

Binjari Buk
In 2017, PhD student and
experienced teacher Denise
Angelo assisted women from
Binjari community to create a
suite of nine delightful children’s
books in Kriol (Binjari Buk).
Backing the project was the
Indigenous Literacy Foundation,
artist Julie Haysom, Harper
Collins, 1010 Printing, the
Roper Gulf Regional Council
and the Binjari Community
Aboriginal Corporation. Positive
outcomes of the project are that
the availability of the books and
author readings have increased
teacher awareness of their
Kriol-speaking students and the
demand for community-based,
adult Kriol literacy and Kriol
literature production.
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Binjari Buk.

Reading the Binjari Buk at MacFarlane School in Katherine (left to right: Tina Raye of the Indigenous Literacy Foundation,
Justina Blacksmith, Maureen Hodgson, Stella Raymond and seated with the children is CoEDL’s Denise Angelo).
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Several bilingual books involving CoEDL
people have appeared in 2017. A new
bilingual book, Nganang Badimaya Wangga:
Yarns with Gami Ollie George, is a captivating
account of the life of Gami (Pop) Ollie, one of
the last speakers of the Badimaya language.
Creating the book brought together language
speakers, Badimaya and other Yamaji
artists and linguists including PhD student
James Bednall. Something About Emus,
edited by Murray Garde focuses on Bininj
encounters and stories of emu in western
Arnhem Land, and presents Indigenous
ecological knowledge from Indigenous elders.
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Another resource project was the
collaboration between CoEDL CI Felicity
Meakins, Karungkarni Art and the
Murnkurrumurnkurru CLC ranger group to
document information about Gurindji bush
medicines – where to find them, what they
are used for and how to prepare them.
They produced a poster of Gurindji bush
medicine published with Batchelor Press
and ran classes at Kalkaringi school teaching
Gurindji children about bush medicine.
As mentioned briefly above, a new type
of language learning resource is CoEDL’s
classroom robot Opie, which postdoc
Gautier Durantin and RA Jonathon
Taufatofua took to Ngukurr, an Aboriginal
community in south-east Arnhem Land.
Opie stayed at Ngukurr Language Centre
to assist language workers in teaching their
traditional languages through interactive
language games. Ngukurr Language
Centre also hosted CoEDL undergraduate
student Caroline Hendy who helped them
with their course for teaching outsiders the
new language of the community, Kriol.

A poster of Gurindji bush medicine.

PhD student Jonathan Moodie and postdoc
Rosey Billington have been working with
the South Sudanese Lopit community in
Melbourne and in the Kakuma refugee
camp, helping them record and document
the rich culture of their people, and
prepare books for children in Lopit.
Promoting the importance of language
teaching continued with the award of the
biennial Patji-Dawes language teaching
prize to Dr John Giacon (ANU and
CoEDL Affiliate), for his work teaching
the Australian Indigenous language
Gamilaraay at university level. CoEDL
members continued to promote linguistics
to school students, through activities
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with the National Youth Science Forum
in Canberra, and through work with the
Australian Computational and Linguistics
Olympiad (OzCLO). Rachel Hendery was
invited to Malaysia to help with their new
Olympiad plans. Mark Richards has since
mapped OzCLO problem solving activities
to the primary and high school curricula
outcomes for different Key Learning Areas
(KLAs), and planning is underway for
teacher workshops on OzCLO in 2018.
CoEDL members continued to advocate
for better understanding of language in
schools. There is some overlap between the
Learning Program’s focus on education, and
the Education sub-committee’s outreach
activities in schools, which is handled
through overlapping membership in 2017
(Rebecca Defina, Jane Simpson and Gillian
Wigglesworth are members of both). This
ensures transfer of ideas and information.
Creating a deeper understanding
around language

Several exhibitions were held in 2017
which featured aspects of languages:
½½

The ‘This is a Voice’ exhibition at
the Powerhouse Museum in Sydney,
featured the ‘Sydney Speaks’ app,
developed by CI Catherine Travis, RA Cale
Johnstone and postdoc James Grama,
in collaboration with MAAS (Museum
of Applied Arts and Sciences). The
Sydney Speaks app was accessed by
many of the people visiting the exhibition
(70,500 visitors to the exhibition) and
by thousands of people who accessed
it online (over 56,000 page views).

½½

½½

½½

½½

Rosita Stone activities for children were
held in January 2017 at the Powerhouse
Museum in Sydney in conjunction with
the Egyptian Mummies exhibition.
A map of Indigenous Australian
words for ‘blood’ in Australia formed
the Gurrk exhibit, which was part of
the Blood exhibition in the Science
Gallery, Melbourne (CIs Nick
Thieberger and Rachel Nordlinger).
Samantha Disbray worked with
Warumungu people to create a
soundscape from historical recordings of
Warumungu, which was performed as a
pop-up installation at the Tennant Creek
community arts ‘Desert Harmony Festival’.
CoEDL partnered with CI Felicity Meakins
and Karungkarni Art on an exhibition
‘Still in my Mind: Gurindji Location,
Experience and Visuality’ curated by
Brenda L Croft (UNSW), which toured
UNSW Galleries and the UQ Art Museum
in 2017. Inspired by the words of revered
Indigenous leader Vincent Lingiari, ‘that
land... I still got it on my mind’, this
exhibition reflected on the Gurindji WalkOff, a seminal event in Australian history.

Lizzie Ellis, Inge Kral and Jenny Green
worked on a module in the “Ngurra:
Home in the Ngaanyatjarra lands”
exhibition at the SA Museum.

HEADING HEADING
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There were over 200 commentaries about the Centre’s achievements in
2017. Here are some highlights of the international and national coverage.

National Indigenous
Radio Service,
19 January
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CoEDL Director Nick
Evans discusses a
project to repatriate
recordings in
Kayardild back to
the community. The
Kaiadilt are from
Bentinck and Sweers
islands in the Gulf of
Carpentaria but today
most community
members live on
Mornington Island.

The New York Times,
21 February

The Conversation,
5 April

NRC, Netherlands,
6 April

NYT runs the headline
‘Language Lessons
Start in the Womb’.
The article is one of
many worldwide to
pick up on releases
issued by CoEDL, the
Max Planck Institute
for Psycholinguistics,
Radboud and
Hanyang Universities
celebrating findings
by Postdoc Jiyoun
Choi, CI Anne Cutler
and Miriam Broersma
that very early
language learning
can be retained
subconsciously.

Greg Dickson, Josh
Clothier and Evan
Kidd write an article
for ‘The Conversation’
about the television
show Gogglebox and
the many interesting
things it can tell
linguists about spoken
English in Australia.
They reflect on the
diversity of speech
and the way that
factors such as
ethnicity, sex and
class all have a
role to play in the
way we speak.

PhD student Hedvig
Skirgård, and Dr Seán
Roberts analyse data
from the popular
online game ‘The
Great Language
Game’ which they
publish in PLOS ONE.
CoEDL’s joint press
release with the Max
Planck Institute of
Psycholinguistics is
picked up in Europe
and Australia. Many
articles are published,
including one by
the Dutch evening
newspaper NRC.
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AWOL, 13 April

NITV, 15 May

ABC News, 31 July

Huffpost, 3 November

Postdoc Alba
Tuninetti provides
the online travel site,
AWOL, with tips on
learning a foreign
language. She runs
through the results of
recent research and
gives some insight
into the benefits
of using language
learning apps and
other helpful learning
technologies.

The CoEDL-initiated
language teaching
award, the PatjiDawes, receives good
regional publicity.
Articles by indigenous
media announce
that Gamilaraay
language teacher,
Dr John Giacon, has
won the award.

The use of virtual
reality to assist people
to learn about the
languages of the
world, captures the
attention of major
news outlets. CI Nick
Thieberger gives a
number of interviews
about the way the
technology works
and how it is able
to make important
language databases
more accessible to
the general public.

CoEDL CI Evan Kidd
provides Huffpost
Australia with tips
on how to make
learning a second
language easier. He
also explains why
children are better
at learning a second
language than adults.
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CoEDL Partner Investigator Professor Morten Christiansen is Professor of Psychology and Co-Director of the Cognitive Science Program
at Cornell University. He gave a well-attended lecture in the CoEDL Engma room at the ANU during his visit early in the year.
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Guest lectures, presentations and public talks by visitors to CoEDL
Morten Christiansen, Cornell University

Saussure Revisited: Balancing Arbitrariness
& Systematicity in Vocabulary Structure

11 Jan,
Canberra

Pattie Epps, University of Texas

Investigating small-scale multilingual
communities: an ethnographic perspective
from the Vaupés (Northwest Amazonia)

13 Feb,
Canberra

Shana Poplack, University of Ottawa

Big languages in small communities:
a variationist sociolinguistic approach
to language contact and change

14 Feb,
Canberra

Pattie Epps, University of Texas

Investigating small-scale multilingual
communities: a comparative view

15 Feb,
Canberra

Shana Poplack, University of Ottawa

Contact-induced change in the wild: Using
linguistic variation to detect, analyze and
distinguish it from internal evolution

16 Feb,
Canberra

Shana Poplack, University of Ottawa

Learning without teachers

24 Feb,
Sydney

Stephen Levinson, Max Planck
Institute for Psycholinguistics

Spatial cognition and language evolution

8 Mar,
Canberra

Nikolaus Himmelmann,
University of Cologne

Universals of Language 3.0

10 Mar,
Canberra

Nikolaus Himmelmann,
University of Cologne

Phrase structure and prosodic phrasing

15 Mar,
Canberra

Richard Moore, Berlin
School of Mind & Brain

Great Ape Gestures, Communicative
Intentions, and the Evolution of Language

24 Mar,
Canberra

Kendall King, University of Pennsylvania

Globalization, its discontents, and
the future of multilingualism

6 Apr,
Melbourne

Uta Reinöhl, University of Cologne

When language is not a salient
marker of group identity

21 Apr,
Canberra

Daan van Esch, Google

Learn how Google is bringing speech
recognition systems to more languages

19 June,
Brisbane

Alex François, University
of South Australia

Awesome forces and warning signs: the
semantics of tabu-related words in Vanuatu

5 July,
Canberra

Paul Geraghty, University
of the South Pacific

Eastern Melanesia and Australia:
possible prehistoric contact

5 July,
Canberra

Mary Walworth, Max Planck Institute
for the Science of Human History

Linguistic nostalgia, linguistic leaders,
and language change in Rapa Iti

7 July,
Canberra

Nigel Fabb, University of Strathclyde

Categorial anomaly, surprise and epiphany

19 July,
Canberra
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James Underhill, Rouen University

Translating the Heart

20 July,
Canberra

Nigel Fabb, University of Strathclyde

Why do epiphanies happen on the beach?

20 July,
Canberra

Jessica Mathie, University of Toronto

Ngarinyman verbs

10 Aug,
Brisbane

Eva Schultze-Berndt, University of
Manchester & Felicity Meakins

Agents in focus: Optional ergativity in
Jaminjung and information structure

10 Aug,
Brisbane

Jean-Christophe Verstraete,
University of Leuven

Lamalamic: Unusual phonologies,
in synchrony and diachrony

16 Aug,
Canberra

Daniel Dor, Tel Aviv University

Instruction of Imagination: Rethinking
the Universality of Linguistic Diversity

18 Aug,
Canberra

Daniel Dor, Tel Aviv University

The role of the lie in the evolution
of human language

26 Sept,
Canberra

Daniel Dor, Tel Aviv University

Instruction of imagination: Rethinking
the universality of linguistic diversity

29 Sept,
Canberra

Axel Barceló, Universidad Nacional
Autonoma de Mexico & Robert J.
Stainton, Western University California

Quasi-Factives and Cognitive Efficiency

27 Oct,
Canberra

Mengistu Amberber, University of NSW

Amharic

14 Nov,
Canberra

Guest lectures, presentations and public talks by centre members
Russell Gray

Can ecological models predict the diversity
and distribution of languages?

23 Jan,
Indonesia

Bethwyn Evans & Simon Greenhill

A combined comparative and phylogenetic analysis
of the Bosavi and East Strickland languages

23 Jan,
Indonesia

Don Daniels

From subordinate clause to attributive clause in Sirva

23 Jan,
Indonesia

Alan Rumsey

Children’s language learning, multilingualism and school
language policy in a PNG Highlands community

23 Jan,
Indonesia

Sonja Riesberg

Object marking in Yali

23 Jan,
Indonesia

Tina Gregor

The Yelmek-Maklew family: A picture
of (un)expected diversity

24 Jan,
Indonesia

Eri Kashima

The sociolinguistics of word initial /h/ lenition
in Namboland, Papua New Guinea

24 Jan,
Indonesia
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Nick Evans, Eri Kashima
& Mark Ellison

Grammaticalisation in a multilingual matrix: the
decopulative prominence marker in Nen and Nmbo

24 Jan,
Indonesia

Nick Evans, Matthew Carroll
& Christian Dohler

Reconstructing the phonology of Proto-Yam

24 Jan,
Indonesia

La Hisa, Agus Mahuze
& Wayan Arka

The ethnobotanical-linguistic documentation of
Sago: a preliminary report from Merauke

24 Jan,
Indonesia

Wayan Arka

Agreement theory, number features
and inclusory plural in Marori

24 Jan,
Indonesia

Danielle Barth

Variation in Matukar Panau kinship terminology

25 Jan,
Indonesia

Darja Hoenigman

The significance of parallelism in Kaunjambi,
an Awiakay all-night song/dance cycle from
the Sepik region of Papua New Guinea

25 Jan,
Indonesia

Evan Kidd

Learning a first language

9 Feb,
Brisbane

Rebecca Defina

Still alive and kicking: A report on Pitjantjatjara in Pukatja

3 Mar,
Melbourne

Cris Edmonds-Wathen

Uses of spatial frames of reference in Iwaidja
in different generational contexts

3 Mar,
Melbourne

Gillian Wigglesworth

Australian Indigenous children acquiring English
as their L@: Translanguaging and assessment

3 Mar,
Melbourne

Thomas Ennever

Inflecting verbs no more: Grammaticalization a the source
of verbalising morphology with complex event semantics

4 Mar,
Melbourne

David Osgarby

Visualising complex predicates: Cluster analysis of
uninflecting verbs using combinatorial characters

4 Mar,
Melbourne

Ian Green, Nicholas Reid
& Rachel Nordlinger

Ordering of coverb and classifer verb stems
in the Aouth & Western Daly languages

4 Mar,
Melbourne

James Bednall & Patrick Caudal

Aspectual viewpoint strategies in Anindilyakwa

4 Mar,
Melbourne

Vanya Kapitonov

Kunbarlang degrees

4 Mar,
Melbourne

John Mansfield

The prosodic structure of Anindhilyakwa

5 Mar,
Melbourne

Katie Jepson

Some aspects of consonant duration in
Djambarrpuynu, the long and the short of it

5 Mar,
Melbourne

Hywel Stoakes

Stop making sense: Obsturent alterations in Yolngu Matha

5 Mar,
Melbourne
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Mary-Anne Gale, Rob
Amery & Jane Simpson

No way, we want Meyer’s way: Reflections on the
Berndt’s recordings of Yaraldi 100 years later

5 Mar,
Melbourne

Ruth Singer

The multiplicity of configurations of language
and identity at Warruwi Community

5 Mar,
Melbourne

Nick Evans

Sweat, spirit and place: The semantics
of smell in Australian languages

5 Mar,
Melbourne

Jane Simpson

Linguistic expression of the natural history knowledge
of Central Australian speech communities

5 Mar,
Melbourne

Jane Simpson

Constrained creativity

14 Mar,
Canberra

Matthew Spike

Social structure and linguistic complexity

17 Mar,
Canberra

Nick Evans

Project Update: Social Ramifications of
Depicted Events, Private Predicates

20 Mar,
Germany

Danielle Barth

Current Results: Human Referents & Reported Speech

20 Mar,
Germany

Nick Evans

Evidentiality, Stance & Evaluation, Initial Categories

22 Mar,
Germany

Uta Reinöhl

When language is not a salient marker of group identity

21 Apr,
Canberra

Jenny Green & Nick Thieberger

Creating corpora from early language sources

2 May,
Melbourne

Stefan Schnell & Nick Thieberger

What we can only learn from corpora?

3 May,
Melbourne

Stefan Schnell & Nick Thieberger

Corpus building

4 May,
Melbourne

Jane Simpson, Liliana
Sánchez, Marcus Maia &
Norah Xueqing Zhong

Language rights for indigenous and tribal peoples

11 May,
Canberra

Evan Kidd

The collaborative process - how to get started

12 May,
Sydney

Karen Mulak

Cross-accent work being done, how it
could be implemented in the field, what
it tells us about language learning

12 May,
Sydney

Alba Tuninetti

Using mobile EEG in the field - benefits,
pitfalls, how can results inform linguistics

12 May,
Sydney
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Karen Mulak & Alba Tuninetti

Adapting lab studies to the field, what are
psycholinguists interested in, what information
about other languages do we need

12 May,
Sydney

Greg Dickson & Grant Thompson

Something lost, something found:
Kriol of Northern Australia

30 May,
Melbourne

Anton Killin

Musicality, the musilanguage hypothesis, and
the gestural origins of protolanguage

16 June,
Canberra

Patrick McConvell

The Tabur-Jabul Link Across The Coral Sea

5 July,
Canberra

Rachel Hendery

Tapu, taboo and semantic change

5 July,
Canberra

Marie Duhamel

Tabu in Raga

5 July,
Canberra

Maia Ponsonnet

‘Taboo’ and gender in Dalabon and
Kriol (Top End, Australia)

6 July,
Canberra

Mitch Browne

Warlmanpa nasal clusters

10 Aug,
Brisbane

David Nash

High vowels in Ngumpin-Yapa

10 Aug,
Brisbane

Thomas Ennever

Ngardi inflecting verb morphology in
a comparative perspective

10 Aug,
Brisbane

David Osgarby

Mudburra verbal morphology: Three features, two verbs

10 Aug,
Brisbane

Felicity Meakins

La-la land: The rise of the locative in Gurindji

10 Aug,
Brisbane

Eva Schultze-Berndt &
Felicity Meakins

Agents in focus: Optional ergativity in
Jaminjung and information structure

10 Aug,
Brisbane

Amanda Hamilton-Hollaway

Paradigm shift: The changing categories
of Mudburra bound person marking

11 Aug,
Brisbane

Rob Pensalfini & Felicity Meakins

Gender lender: How loanwords between a language
with grammatical gender and one without deal with
gender assignment and gender morphology

11 Aug,
Brisbane

Brooke-Mai Whelan, Helen
Chenery, Tony Angwin, David
Copland, Janet Wiles, Peter
Worthy, Christina Atay, Dan
Angus, Erin Conway

Developing smart communication technology to
support conversational breakdown in dementia

22 Sept,
Canberra

Daniel Angus, Yvonne Lu,
Paul Vrbik, Janet Wiles

Visual speech and language processing
techniques for discourse analysis

22 Sept,
Canberra
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Don Daniels, Danielle Barth
& Wolfgang Barth

How do Papuan languages diversify?

13 Oct,
Canberra

Ksenia Gnevsheva &
Catherine Travis

Accent-based discrimination

10 Nov,
Canberra

Alan Rumsey

Kuwaru

13 Nov,
Canberra

Nick Evans

Benefactive Introduction

13 Nov,
Canberra

Nick Evans

Stance Introduction

14 Nov,
Canberra

Carmel O'Shannessy

The language creators: Who does what
when a new language emerges?

28 Nov,
Canberra

Josh Clothier, Janet Fletcher
& Debbie Loakes

Voice Onset Time in Australian English
speakers with Lebanese heritage

4 Dec,
Sydney

Chloé Diskin, Debbie
Loakes & Ben Volchok

A sociolinguistic investigation of the adoption of
Australian English by the Irish migrant community

4 Dec,
Sydney

Greg Dickson

The reflexive particle in Kriol: Variants and their
distribution across eight remote communities

4 Dec,
Sydney

Matthew Callaghan

Structural priming as a window into grammar:
The Chilean second-person singular

4 Dec,
Sydney

Catherine Travis, Simón
González & James Grama

General Extenders over time in Sydney
English: From or something to and stuff

4 Dec,
Sydney
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Nick Evans discusses bird names with Dalabon speaker Maggie Tukumba. Photo: A. Marley.
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National Anthem sung in Ngunawal
It was a special moment when, for the first time, the Australian National Anthem
was sung in Ngunawal (also spelt Ngunnawal) in Parliament House.
Ngunawal elder and language custodian Tyronne Bell translated the verse into
his traditional language with assistance from CoEDL Research Associate, Doug
Marmion of AIATSIS.
Tyronne and Doug also tutored the Gondwana Children’s Choir ahead of their
September 2017 performance (see photo).
The traditional territory of the Ngunawal encompasses Canberra. Mr Bell previously
helped Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull learn phrases in Ngunawal for his Closing
the Gap speech in parliament in 2016.
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Many CoEDL PhD students spend large periods of time in communities, helping community leaders and others to document endangered
languages. Here Alex Marley (right) is pictured with Bininj Kunwok speaker Lazarus Nabobob. Photo by Steven Bird.
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Target 2017

Actual

Research Findings
Research Outputs

Quality of research outputs
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11
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18
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Conference Publications

18
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Databases

5

3

Curated collections of
archived language data

4

3

32% of publications are peer-reviewed
46 invitations to present at major international conferences
3 keynote/plenary presentations
1 Chief Investigator elected Fellow of Australian Academy of the Humanities

Keynote, plenary and invited presentations at major meetings
Commentaries about the
Centre’s achievements

Commentaries other than
media releases, media
appearances & blog entries
Other media appearances
(TV, radio, podcasts)
Media releases
Blog entries

20

46

7

94

10

70

4

13

32

49

9

26

Research Training and Professional Education
Professional training courses attended

85

267

New postgraduate students

Number of Centre attendees at training offered by the Centre

5

11

New postdoctoral researchers recruited

8

7

New Honours students

6

9

Postgraduate completions

2

4

Early Career Researchers

12

20

Students mentored

20

42

5

12
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Performance Measure

Target 2017

Actual
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50

4

24

22

70

16%

15%

14

22

9

47

8,000

139,254

9
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Cash contributions from Administering
and Collaborating Organisations

1,334,000

1,334,000

In-kind contributions from Administering
and Collaborating Organisations

1,800,076

2,169,126

International, National and Regional Links and Networks
International visitors and visiting fellows
National and international workshops
held/organised by the Centre
Visits to overseas laboratories and facilities
Interdisciplinary research supported by the Centre
(% of total research publications)
End User Links
Government, industry and business community briefings
Public awareness/outreach programs: school visits,
public lectures, workshop in Indigenous communities
Website hits (unique page views)
Talks given by Centre staff open to the public
Organisational Support

In-kind contributions from Partner Organisations

185,357

235,790

Other new research
income secured by
Centre staff

929,000

3,571,032

Category 2

50,000

2,929,626

Category 3

692,000

64,123

Category 4

80,000

0

2

8

Category 1

New organisations collaborating with, or involved in the Centre

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS
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National Benefits
Contribution
to the National
Research Priorities

Safeguarding
Australia

½½

½½

½½

½½

Promoting
population health
and well-being

½½
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½½

Collaborating with Indigenous communities and
regional organisations (eg Papunya and the former
Katherine Language Centre) in auditing legacy audio
and video collections for digitisation and archiving.
Progressing curation of large corpora from 10 indigenous
Australian languages and 4 from the Pacific region.
Progressing documentation of more than 120 endangered
or unrecorded languages of Australia and the region.
Training of researchers with a deep linguistic and cultural
understanding of minority groups close to our borders
(e.g. Southern PNG, Indonesian Papua, Vanuatu).
Contributed to and supported an international Health Care Forum
for researchers from diverse disciplinary backgrounds, and a
workshop on Indigenous language and well-being, to discuss
how collaborative, multidisciplinary language-focused research
can help address problems in contemporary health care.
Continued developing major longitudinal study
of Australian infants acquiring language.
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National Benefits
Maximise social
and economic
participation
in society

½½

½½

½½

½½

Frontier
technologies

½½

½½

½½

½½

Provide workshops and training to empower
communities to preserve, maintain and build
upon their collections of cultural materials.
Engaging with Indigenous communities to produce literacy materials
in Indigenous languages (Binjari and Barunga Kriol books).
Providing professional development in language for teachers
across Australia working with Indigenous students.
Partnering with the Powerhouse Museum and the Museum of
Applied Arts and Sciences on an exhibit exploring Australian English
as spoken in Sydney, with Karungkarni Arts and University of
Queensland on an exhibition exploring Gurindji history, and with the
SA Museum on an exhibit demonstrating Ngaanyatjarra storytelling.
Investing in language transcription tool ELAN, metadata
tool SAYMORE and archiving repository PARADISEC
to protect language data for future generations.
Engaging with international representatives from Google through
the Transcription Acceleration Project to develop technology to
reduce the length of time taken to transcribe large corpora.
Partnering with the Ngukurr Language Centre to develop a
‘flat pack’ version of CoEDL’s Opie robot to assist language
workers in remote communities teach their languages.
Training young researchers in cutting-edge techniques for
speech processing and recognition and promoting their
engagement with speech technology industry partners such
as Appen through internships and other collaborations.
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Opie, the classroom robot, gives Gabriella Rossington a high five.

Section 10: Financials

SECTION TEN

10
FINANCIALS
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HEADING HEADING

Consolidated Financial
Statement 2017
158

ARC Centre of Excellence for the Dynamics of Language
INCOME

2014 ($)

2015 ($)

2016 ($)

2017 ($)

4,120,882

4,194,688

4,265,997

4,329,987

The Australian National University

530,001

568,021

492,000

530,000

The University of Melbourne

310,000

310,000

310,000

310,000

The University of Queensland

247,000

247,000

247,000

247,000

Western Sydney University

247,000

247,000

247,000

247,000

5,454,883

5,566,709

5,561,997

5,663,987

166,954

2,301,759

4,220,284

5,285,201

Travel and fieldwork

21,792

463,791

969,681

793,213

Equipment

57,724

85,403

92,456

62,672

786

39,108

123,916

73,395

Grant Funds
ARC CoE Grant Funds
Institutional Contributions

Total Income
EXPENDITURE
Salaries

Maintenance and consumables
Scholarships
Outreach and administration
Total Expenditure

–

87,972

156,847

118,680

25,206

132,756

177,099

113,859

272,462

3,110,790

5,740,283

6,447,020

Opening Balance Adjustment
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Accumulated Funds

−184,621
5,182,421

7,638,340

7,460,054

6,492,400
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