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Deputy Director's message

We have celebrated our first birthday, along with the many steps we’ve taken towards the goals of
the Centre. Many more people have joined us, and our handsome offices are now filling up with
postdoctoral fellows, doctoral students, professional staff and visitors. It is a wonderful beginning,
and we thank the many people in our universities, the ARC and our networks, who have made this
possible.
Research projects are getting underway, and many people are now on fieldwork, including our
director, Nick Evans, who is in New Guinea. The last CoEDL Executive meeting was held in
Brisbane on August 19, along with the Education sub-committee meeting. We thank Janet Wiles
and Felicity Meakins for organising the Brisbane meetings, and in association with them some
open, valuable and very well-attended events: a data visualisation workshop, a public lecture by
CoEDL’s Jennifer Green and a UQ Research showcase. The next Executive meeting will be in
Canberra on 16 October, and members are encouraged to propose agenda items for these
meetings.
Education and Training
We have begun on some important projects that combine training and CoEDL resource
development. Nick Thieberger and Caroline Jones are developing guidelines for working with
small communities on language. Julia Miller and CoEDL staff have put in place a process for
people to request help via our webpage on new corpus projects, use of recording equipment and
digital conversion, among other tasks. She is available to run workshops on data management
and archiving workflow.
Our major annual activity is the Summer School, 3-7 December, 2015. This is at Sancta Sophia
College, Sydney, and is organised by Caroline Jones and her WSU colleagues (not a typo, UWS
→ WSU on 30 August 2015). Dr Mandana Seyfeddinipur (SOAS) will give the Summer School
public lecture. As of last week 89 people have registered – happily we have been able to provide
travel scholarships for some students to attend. Courses are rapidly filling up – check out the
description and program here. The topics are those that CoEDL members expressed interest in
learning more about, and most are not otherwise taught at Australian universities. We’ll also take

the opportunity to consult colleagues at the Annual Australian Linguistics Society meeting as to
what topics they’d like to see in future Summer Schools.
Some students may want to take courses at the Summer School for credit. They will need a strong
supporter at their home institution to navigate through the shoals of university administration in
order to archive this desirable outcome. Visit this page for further guidelines.
Summer scholarships are another way in which we are engaging students in research. ANU,
University of Queensland and WSU all expect to have summer interns or scholars working with us
this summer.
Caroline Jones and her WSU colleagues are also running several conferences around or following
the Summer School: Australian Linguistic Society (ALS), the Australasian Language Technology
Association, the Australasian Document Computing Symposium, and the Australian Music
Psychology Society. Wednesday 9 December 2015 is “Confluence”, a common day –to “foster
cross-disciplinary knowledge and connections across the kindred fields of linguistics,
computational linguistics, music science, and document computing”. If you have registered for any
of the conferences, you can attend any sessions of the other conferences on that day.
CoEDL members are taking the opportunity to hold other research workshops at ALS: a pre-ALS
workshop From Home to School: Language Practices of Indigenous Children. Two renowned
Native American educationists will be presenting at it: Sheilah Nicholas (Hopi, University of
Arizona) and Mary Hermes (Ojibwe, University of Minnesota). During ALS itself, there is a packed
workshop program organised by CoEDL members: Language Variation and Change – Australia
(Catherine Travis, Celeste Rodríguez Louro, Adam Schembri), which will include an ALS plenary
by Gregory Guy (New York University), Sociolinguistics of multilingualism in Aboriginal Australia
(Jill Vaughan and Ruth Singer), and The expressive use of voice quality in Aboriginal languages
(John Mansfield and Nick Reid).
Outreach
The Australian National Data Service (ANDS) and the Australasia Research Management Society
(ARMS) held a Joint Forum on 10 September, Increasing Access to Data from Publicly Funded
Research, with presentations on CoEDL by Julia Miller (data manager’s perspective) and Caroline
Jones (researcher’s perspective). The upshot is that CoEDL has been chosen as a case study by
ANDS’ Paul Wong for a workshop they are running in Singapore for ARMS. This is important for
advocacy for good digital archiving.
In October, some CoEDL people are attending Puliima, the national Indigenous language and
technology forum, and University of Melbourne people are running workshops there for Indigenous
participants on making optimal recordings.
Apps are getting underway—on 25 August 2015 was the launch at Neutral Junction School
(Artarre Community).of the Thangkerne Kaytetye bird app, developd by CoEDL affiliate Myfany
Turpin. It has already sparked interest by other groups and linguists in developing similar apps.
Supporting and strengthening language teaching in Australia is one of CoEDL’s aims. As part of
this, on 25 November is the award of the inaugural Patji-Dawes Award for language teaching. This
will be presented by Robert Dessaix at the biennial colloquium of the Languages and Cultures
Network of Australian Universities (LCNAU) at Macquarie University. At LCNAU we will also be
launching with our co-sponsor, LCNAU, the University Languages Portal of Australia. This is a
web portal which will enable people to learn which languages are offered at which universities in
Australia—something which we hope will encourage better uptake of languages. And Sophie
Nicholls (WSU) is coordinating a pre-ALS workshop on teaching Indigenous languages at
universities.
Encouraging high school students to explore language analysis is also an activity we want to
encourage, and so, as part of activities around the ALS in December We are looking for volunteers
—students and postdocs especially welcome—to join in a Training Session for OzCLO, the
Australian Computational and Linguistics Olympiad. This will be held on Thursday 10 December,
4:00-5:30, at Baulkham Hills High School, a selective high school in Sydney’s north-west in a

multilingual community. Contact any of the following for more information:
caroline.jones@westernsydney.edu.au
d.estival@westernsydney.edu.au, verna.rieschild@mq.edu.au, racheln@unimelb.edu.au,
jane.simpson@anu.edu.au
Save the date
Summer Fest 2016 Mon 8 Feb – end of Thurs 11 Feb. WSU Bankstown Campus.
In conclusion
Many thanks to Karen Warnes who has acted as Chief Executive Officer, while Geoff Sjollema has
been away on Centre business in Europe. And congratulations to our affiliate Nick Enfield
(University of Sydney), who has won this year’s IgNobel Prize for Literature for his work with his
colleague Mark Dingemanse on the conversational repair marker huh! The prize is for ‘improbable
research’, ‘ achievements that first make people laugh, and then make them think’. By the end of
CoEDL’s first seven years, we expect that for research on conversation the “probable” will have
lost its prefix.
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Latest news

Rachel
Nordlinger gives
guest lecture at
University
College London

Rachel Nordlinger recently
addressed the Annual Meeting
of the Linguistics Association
of Great Britain as guest
speaker for 2015 Linguistics
Association Lecture, on the
topic of 'Mapping
morphological complexity
across the Daly River
languages of northern
Australia'.

Felicity Meakins
wins Research
Engagement
Award

Felicity Meakins is the
recipient of the University of
Queensland's Research
Engagement Award in
recognition of her work with
Indigenous communities.
“Most of our job is in teaching
and research, but many of us
are striving to ensure that our
work resonates with the
communities that we work with
and the general public,”
Meakins said.
Read more.

Getting busy on
the Bislama
corpus

Centre to
welcome Uta
Reinöhl

Centre
celebrates 1st
birthday!

Our most excellent Centre
celebrated its first birthday this
week, and in the true spirit of
toddler birthdays it was
marked with fancy decorations
and sugared treats.
A full year ago we launched in
Canberra with this video, amid
speeches from the Hon. Kelly
O'Dwyer, ANU ViceChancellor Ian Young, and
Professor Aidan Byrne of the
Australian Research Council.
Read more.

Minecraft
experiment seeks
the origins of
speech in silence

Bislama is the national
language of Vanuatu with a
history that intersects with Tok
Pisin (PNG), Pijin (Solomon
Islands) and creole varieties
spoken in northern
Queensland and the Torres
Strait.

Uta Reinöhl from the
University of Cologne will
spend one year at the ANU as
a visiting researcher starting in
October, funded by the
Alexander von HumboldtStiftung (Germany) and
CoEDL.

With support from the Centre,
a two-day Bislama corpus
planning meeting was held
recently in Port Vila, Vanuatu,
with representatives of the
University of the South Pacific,
the Vanuatu Cultural Centre,
the Education Department and
the local press.

As a linguist specialising in
South Asian languages, Uta
will be working on a language
documentation project of a
variety of the so-called Mishmi
cluster spoken in the far northeast of India in Arunachal
Pradesh.

Why did early humans bother
to create a tool as
sophisticated as language?
This was the question behind
a language evolution
experiment set up by Sean
Roberts of the Max Planck
Institute for Psycholinguistics
and Elizabeth Irvine of the
University of Cardiff during a
recent visit to the ANU.
Read more.

Read more.

Read more.

Jane Simpson
surfs media
tsunami

Last month, Jane Simpson
made a simple call-out to the
media to raise awareness of
the Summer Scholars
program supported by CoEDL
and the Australian National
University.
But the media took a much

Translating Sally
Gabori

Nanyang
Technological
University and
Western Sydney
University renew
their vows

A series of striking murals
featuring Sally Gabori's
artwork was recently unveiled
at Brisbane International
airport.
The Bentinck Island artist, who
died earlier this year, was
represented at the launch by
her children, Dorothy, Amanda

What started off as a
discussion about child
language development has
now flourished into a strong

deeper interest in the Centre's
language documentation
program. Jane spent a few
days as a stoic media
interviewee with amazing
results.
Read the stories in The
Sydney Morning Herald, The
Guardian and the
ABC among many others.

and Maxwell Gabori.
The murals are enlarged
versions of a series of ten of
her artworks, each with an
explanatory plaque in
Kayardild, English and
Mandarin translated by Nick
Evans and Ruying Qi.

partnership between scholars
at Nanyang Technological
University in Singapore (NTU)
and Western Sydney
University (WSU).
Read more.

Read more.

New research on Heavy metal in
bilingualism and Wadeye, with
grammatical
John Mansfield
change

Postgrad
prodigies

CoEDL researchers who
supervise postgraduate and
honours students have reason
to celebrate.
A special issue of the
International Journal of
Bilingualism, edited by
Catherine Travis and Rena
Torres Cacoullos, investigates
the question of whether
bilinguals' switching between
two languages promotes
grammatical change.
“With this volume we wanted
to bring the scientific method
to bear on issues of
bilingualism,” says Travis.

The heavy metal culture in
Wadeye, a remote community
400 kilometres from Darwin,
made headlines in the mid2000s, when groups taking the
names of heavy metal bands
fought in the streets.
Tune in to John Mansfield's
interview on the topic on Radio
National.

At the ANU, Simon Greenhill
and Lindell Bromham are
supervising Caela Welsh's
honours project on rates of
language evolution.
Welsh has just taken out a
prize at the ANU
Undergraduate Conference.
Read more.

Read more.

A strong case for Launch of a new
case: sell-out
language centre
workshop at ANU and online
resource

Queensland
Indigenous
Languages
Workshop

A one-day intensive event at
the ANU on 'Variation and
asymmetries in case-marking'
has been judged a terrific
success with over 54
attendees from Adelaide,
Melbourne, Sydney, Canberra,
Newcastle, Brisbane and as
far away as China, Denmark,
France, Hong Kong,
Netherlands, UK, and USA.
Read more.

resource

Workshop

The Warruwi Language Centre
is situated on the Warruwi
School grounds and will
support the Mawng and
Kunbarlang languages. The
launch was attended by key
elders and language
advocates, the Warruwi school
principal and many children.

The much anticipated
Queensland Indigenous
Languages Workshop at the
University of Queensland went
off like a frog in a sock and it
was a rare treat to have an
almost complete crew of
eminent Queenslandists.

Read more.

Read more.

Jenny Green
Smart phones
welcomed as
and Aboriginal
new postdoctoral oral story telling
fellow

Jenny Green is commencing
at the University of Melbourne
to work with the Shape
program. Her research will
involve the description and
documentation of Arandic
languages, with a particular
focus on sign languages and
other multimodal forms of
communication.
Read more.

A remote Northern Territory
Indigenous community has
worked with Felicity Meakins
to develop a unique audio
book, aimed at keeping their
words and practices alive for
generations to come.
Tune in.

"Two languages
in class better
than one"

For Virginia Yip and Stephen
Matthews, husband-and-wife
linguists a at Chinese
University, bilingualism gives
Hong Kong a distinct edge.
Read more.

Coming soon ...

Being language:
Roles,
responsibility and
respect in
Ngaanyatjarra
society, The
ANU, 7 October
2015

Elizabeth Marrkilyi Ellis (ANU),
Inge Kral (ANU), Jane
Simpson (ANU) and Jennifer
Green (The University of
Melbourne) will deliver the
College of Arts and Social
Sciences Annual Public
Lecture on Future Directions in
Indigenous Research.
Read more.

Exploring the
Living Archive of
Aboriginal
Languages,
University of
Melbourne, 9
October 2015

Thousands of resources in
dozens of Australian
Indigenous languages are
becoming available online
through the Living Archive of
Aboriginal Languages website.
Many of these resources were
developed in bilingual school
programs in remote schools
across the Northern Territory
over several decades, and
more materials continue to be
added from other communities
and languages of this region.

Ethics and the
remote
monitoring of
spontaneous
speech,
Colorado, 12
November 2015

The remote collection of
naturalistic speech and
conversation data can only be
conducted under careful
consideration of the ethicolegal conundrums involved in
the collection of this type of
data. Due to the relative
novelty of this type of
research, no unified guidelines
exist to date and research
teams are commonly finding
themselves confronted with
ethico-legal issues that they
had not anticipated.
Read more.

Read more.

Gearing up for the Patji-Dawes Award
The Patji-Dawes Award to honour outstanding achievements in
language teaching will be conferred at the 2015 Colloquium of
the Languages & Cultures Network for Australian Universities,

Macquarie University, Sydney, 25 November.
Writer and translator Robert Dessaix will be performing the
ceremonial duties, and the event will also feature the launch of
the the University Languages Portal of Australia. Attendance is
by invitation only but updates will be posted on the award's web
page.

PhD opportunities a-go-go
The University of Melbourne and the Australian National
University are offering PhD positions in languages of Australia,
New Guinea and Vanuatu.
Methodological approaches include documentation and
description, multi-generational documentation, typological
comparison and historical reconstruction, among others.
View PhD opportunities at the University of Melbourne here, and
The Australian National University here.
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