Summer School 2016
PROGRAM

THURSDAY 1 DECEMBER
9:00am - 12:30pm
(30 min break @ 10:30am)

1:30pm - 5:00pm
(30 min break @ 3:00pm)

JUNIOR COMMON ROOM

STAFFORD ROOM

LADE ROOM

Many languages – one brain: an
introduction to neurotypology
Ina Bornkessel-Schlesewsky &
Matthias Schlesewsky

Language contact

Sociophonetics and forensic speech
science

Jeff Siegel & Stefan Pfänder

Viktoria Papp

Word structure in Australian
languages
Brett Baker & Mark Harvey

Canonical Typology

Statistical corpus analysis
Danielle Barth

Public Lecture, Kathleen Fitzpatrick Theatre, Arts West
The Australian Accent: Origins and Evolution
Associate Professor Felicity Cox (Macquarie University)

6:00pm – 7:00pm

FRIDAY 2 DECEMBER
9:00am - 12:30pm
(30 min break @ 10:30am)

1:30pm - 5:00pm
(30 min break @ 3:00pm)

6:00pm - late
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Greville Corbett

JUNIOR COMMON ROOM

STAFFORD ROOM

LADE ROOM

Many languages – one brain: an
introduction to neurotypology
Ina Bornkessel-Schlesewsky &
Matthias Schlesewsky

Language contact

Sociophonetics and forensic speech
science

Jeff Siegel & Stefan Pfänder

Viktoria Papp

Word structure in Australian
languages
Brett Baker & Mark Harvey

Canonical Typology

Statistical corpus analysis
Danielle Barth

Greville Corbett

Summer School social, City of Melbourne Bowls Club, Flagstaff Gardens
Dinner and Barefoot Bowls
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SATURDAY 3 DECEMBER

Room 303, Babel Building

Chisholm Theatre, Babel Building

9:30am – 11:00 am

Hands-on EEG
Ina Bornkessel-Schlesewsky &
Matthias Schlesewsky

Acoustic phonetics for nonphoneticians
Debbie Loakes

11:30m – 1:00pm

Hands-on EEG
Ina Bornkessel-Schlesewsky &
Matthias Schlesewsky

Making acquisition data part of
fieldwork
Jill Wigglesworth & Barb Kelly
Free afternoon and evening

SUNDAY 4 DECEMBER

JUNIOR COMMON ROOM

9:00am - 12:30pm
(30 min break @ 10:30am)

Many languages – one brain: an
introduction to neurotypology
Ina Bornkessel-Schlesewsky &
Matthias Schlesewsky

1:30pm - 5:00pm
(30 min break @ 3:00pm)

Agent-based modelling and the
evolution of language
Matt Spike

JUNIOR COMMON ROOM

9:00am - 12:30pm
(30 min break @ 10:30am)

Many languages – one brain: an
introduction to neurotypology
Ina Bornkessel-Schlesewsky &
Matthias Schlesewsky

1:30pm - 5:00pm
(30 min break @ 3:00pm)

Agent-based modelling and the
evolution of language
Matt Spike
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LADE ROOM

Language contact

Referentiality and argument
structure in discourse
Stefan Schnell

Jeff Siegel & Stefan Pfänder
Papuan languages

Mixed models statistics

Don Daniels & Nick Evans

Seamus Donnelly

Casual social, Carlton and Fitzroy
Libation perambulation

6:00pm – 9:00pm
MONDAY 5 DECEMBER

STAFFORD ROOM

STAFFORD ROOM

LADE ROOM

Language contact

Referentiality and argument
structure in discourse
Stefan Schnell

Jeff Siegel & Stefan Pfänder
Papuan languages

Mixed models statistics

Don Daniels & Nick Evans

Seamus Donnelly
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Many languages – one brain: an introduction to neurotypology
How does the human brain process the massive diversity of linguistic forms across the world's 7000
languages? This course will provide an introduction to the recently established field of
neurotypology, which aims to answer this question. It will introduce the neuroscientific methods
used and discuss the insights gained so far.

Professor Ina Bornkessel-Schlesewsky

Professor Matthias Schlesewsky

Professor Ina Bornkessel-Schlesewsky is the
Director of the Cognitive Neuroscience
Laboratory at the University of South Australia
(UniSA). After studying theoretical and
computational linguistics at the University of
Potsdam, she completed a PhD on the cognitive
neuroscience of language in 2002. Prior to
joining the School of Psychology, Social Work
and Social Policy at UniSA in 2014, she headed
the Research Group Neurotypology at the Max
Planck Institute for Human Cognitive and Brain
Sciences (2005–2010) and was a Professor of
Neurolinguistics at the University of Marburg
(2009–2014).

Professor Matthias Schlesewsky originally
trained as a chemist before moving into
linguistics, in which he received his PhD from the
University of Potsdam in 1997, and cognitive
neuroscience. He held positions as an Assistant
Professor in Neurolinguistics at the University of
Marburg (2002–2008) and a Professor of
General Linguistics at the University of Mainz
(2008–2015) prior to joining the School of
Psychology, Social Work and Social Policy at
UniSA in 2015.

ARC CoEDL Summer School 2016
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Language contact
This course examines the processes involved in contact-induced language change and the
development of new contact languages, focussing on how speakers perceive language and transfer
features from one language to another. Data will come from Atlantic and Australian-Pacific Creoles
(French- and English-lexified), new varieties of Spanish and English, and Papuan and Austronesian
languages.
Before the course:
Preliminary readings (which provide some useful background for the course)
• Blommaert, Jan, James Collins, & Stef Slembrouck. 2005. Spaces of multilingualism. Language &
Communication 25, 197–216.
• Lipski, John M. 2010. Spanish and Portuguese in contact. In The Handbook of Language Contact,
edited by Raymond Hickey, 550-580. Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell.
• Mair, Christian & Stefan Pfänder. 2013. Vernacular and multilingual writing in mediated spaces:
web-forums for post-colonial communities of practice. In Space in Language and Linguistics:
Geographical, Interactional, and Cognitive Perspectives, edited by Peter Auer, Martin Hilpert,
Anja Stukenbrock & Benedikt Szmrecsany, 529-556. Berlin: de Gruyter.
• Mesthrie, Rajend. 2013. World Englishes, second language acquisition, and language contact. In
The Oxford Handbook of World Englishes, edited by Markku Filppula, Juhani Klemola & Devyani
Sharma. Oxford: Oxford University Press. published online in 2015 at
http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199777716.001.0001/oxfordh
b-9780199777716-e-013
• Siegel, Jeff. 2003. Substrate influence in creoles and the role of transfer in second language
acquisition. Studies in Second Language Acquisition 25 (2), 185-209.
• Winford, Donald. 2008. Processes of creole formation and related contact-induced language
change. Journal of Language Contact, THEMA 2, 124-145.
Advanced readings (which cover some of the same ground as the course, and will be useful for
digesting the material during and/or after)
• Babel, Anna & Stefan Pfänder. 2014. Doing copying: Why typology doesn't matter to language
speakers. In Congruence in Contact-induced Language Change: Language Families, Typological
Resemblance, and Perceived Similarity, edited by Juliane Besters-Dilger, Cynthia Dermarkar,
Stefan Pfänder & Achim Rabus, 239-257. Berlin: De Gruyter.
• Jennings, William & Stefan Pfänder. 2015. French Guianese Creole. Journal of Language Contact
8 (1), 36-69.
• Sebba, Mark. 2012. Writing switching in British Creole. In Language Mixing and Code-Switching
in Writing. Approaches to Mixed-language Written Discourse, edited by Mark Sebba, Shahrzad
Mahootian & Carla Jonsson, 89-105. London: Routledge.
• Siegel, Jeff. 2012. Two kinds of functional transfer in language contact. Journal of Language
Contact 5 (2), 187-215.
• Siegel, Jeff. 2015. The role of substrate transfer in the development of grammatical morphology
in language contact varieties. Word Structure 8 (2), 160-183.
• Siegel, Jeff. 2016. Contact-induced grammatical change in Melanesia: Who were the agents of
change? Australian Journal of Linguistics 36 (3), 406-428.
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Professor Jeff Siegel

Professor Dr Stefan Pfänder

Jeff Siegel got his PhD at the Australian National
University in 1985 and has been teaching
linguistics since then – first at the University of
the South Pacific and then at the University of
New England (UNE), where he is Emeritus
Professor. He also took two years’ leave from
UNE to become the foundation director of the
Charlene Sato Center for Pidgin, Creole and
Dialect Studies at the University of Hawaii. Jeff’s
main area of research has been on language
contact, focussing on the origins of pidgins,
creoles and new dialects, and on the use of these
varieties in formal education. Recently, he has
changed his focus to language documentation,
working on Nama, a language of southern New
Guinea.

Stefan Pfänder’s main research field is "French
and Spanish in contact with other languages“.
His research aims to provide a comprehensive
yet detailed picture of the world languages
French and Spanish, focusing on their
consistency and differentiation in a globalized
world. Stefan’s early work has mainly been
investigating the emergence of new languages
(French based Creoles in the Caribbean and
South America) and new varieties of European
languages in contact (Andean Spanish in Bolivia,
Peru and Ecuador). Over the past few years,
Stefan’s work has shifted its focus to the
negotiation of linguistic forms and structures in
bodily and web-based interaction (cf. PF 699/11 CIEL-F Corpus International und PF 699/4-1
Contact Varieties/NCAT, both funded by the
German Research Foundation). From this
modified
perspective,
Stefan
Pfänder
investigates
both
typologically
related
(Romance) languages as well as contact
situations between typologically different
languages (Spanish and Guaraní/Quechua,
French and Arabic/Wolof).

ARC CoEDL Summer School 2016
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Sociophonetics and forensic speech science
Forensic phonetics is a rapidly developing application of sociophonetic theory and methods. This
hands on course will introduce participants to forensic speech science, exploring speaker
comparison and disputed utterance resolution. Participants will be given the opportunity to carry
out forensic phonetic analysis with real life examples. By the end of the course, participants will have
an appreciation of the most useful acoustic features in the field, which is those with the largest
between-speaker but the smallest within-speaker variation.
Bring own laptops please.
Before the course:
Participants should download the freely available Praat from www.praat.org and install it on the
laptop they will use during the course.

Dr Vica (Viktória) Papp

Vica is a forensic and socio-phonetician with an interest in the
predictability of and variation in speaker characteristics in the acoustic
signal. Her interests include how physiology and performance
separately feed into the production of speaker gender. To tease these
two apart she's been documenting the speech of both transitioning
and transitioned female-to-male transgender / transsexual speakers.
Following onward from physiological characteristics, she's mining large
databases to estimate speaker biometric information, primarily
speaker height, from the acoustic signal. She is also building a corpus
of speakers under the influence of intoxicants that is designed to serve
as a reference corpus in forensic casework and yield insight into the
effects of intoxicants on speech. She is currently serving as the Chair of
the Voice and Speech Research Committee of the World Professional
Association of Transgender Health, and a member of the Research
Committee of the International Association for Forensic Phonetics and
Acoustics.

ARC CoEDL Summer School 2016
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Referentiality and argument structure in discourse
We will investigate factors determining the choice of referring expressions in natural language
discourse, interactions with sentence structure, and the possible grammaticalisation of discourse
functions in morphosyntax. We will explore possibilities to address these questions on the basis of
extensive text corpora from diverse languages.
Bring own laptops please.
Before the course:
Participants must read:
• Ariel, Mira. 1990. Accessing noun phrase antecedents. London: Croom Helm. Chapter 4.
• Ariel, Mira. 2000. The development of person agreement markers: from pronouns to higher
accessibility markers. In Usage-based models of language edited by Michael Barlow & Suzanne
Kemmer, 197-260. Stanford: CSLI Publications.
• Arnold, Jennifer E., Elsi Kaiser, Jason M. Kahn, and Lucy Kyoungsook Kim. 2013. Information
structure: Linguistic, cognitive, and processing approaches. Wiley Interdisciplinary Review of
the Cognitive Sciences 4.4, 403-421.
• Haig, Geoffrey & Stefan Schnell. 2014. Annotations using GRAID: Grammatical relations and
animacy in discourse. Guidelines for annotators. Available at:
https://www.academia.edu/10328418/Haig_Geoff_and_Stefan_Schnell._2014._Annotations_usi
ng_GRAID_Grammatical_Relations_and_Animacy_in_Discourse_._Manual_Version_7.0
• Haig, Geoffrey & Stefan Schnell. 2016. The discourse basis of ergativity revisited. Language 92.3,
591-618. DOI: 10.1353/lan.2016.0049 https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/33989
• Haig, Geoffrey & Stefan Schnell. 2016. The discourse basis of ergativity revisited. Online
appendices. DOI: 10.1353/lan.2016.0044
Participants must familiarise themselves with:
• Haig, Geoffrey & Stefan Schnell. 2016. Multi-CAST: Multilingual corpora of annotated spoken
texts. Language Archive Cologne. Universitaet Koeln. https://lac.uni-koeln.de/en/multicast/
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Dr Stefan Schnell

Stefan Schnell researches patterns of how speakers of diverse languages
express connected states-of-affairs when communicating with each other,
and in particular how they manage new and already known information,
and choose different types of expression for these categories. For these
purposes, Stefan has designed methods of corpus annotation across
diverse languages, and has developed web-accessible multi-language
corpora with standardised layers of linguistic annotation. Stefan's current
interest focus on the ways in which choices of linguistic expression for
different roles in states of affairs may shape the ways in which the
grammars of natural languages develop. Stefan has done fieldwork in
North Vanuatu and has been compiling a corpus of the AustronesianOceanic language Vera'a. In addition to his work on a descriptive grammar
of the language, Stefan is particularly interested in the ways the language
is used differently by different groups of speakers on different occasions,
and in different text genres.

ARC CoEDL Summer School 2016
Program

9

Canonical Typology
How do we compare across languages, when they are so different? Do Kayardild and Russian both
have a feature case? Do they “share” a genitive case? The canonical approach to typology meets this
challenge, by analysing and defining phenomena that are subject to variability (across and within
languages), extracting the various scales along which we characterize variability, and establishing the
logical endpoint of these scales. We shall examine interesting data from a variety of languages, with
ample opportunities for objections, better analyses, and general enjoyment of the linguistic variation
we encounter.
Before the course:
There are no requirements, but there is plenty of reading which would be helpful (before or after
the course). The items are roughly in the order of the topics covered:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Greenberg, Joseph H. 1963. Some universals of grammar with particular reference to the order
of meaningful elements. In: Joseph H. Greenberg (ed) Universals of Language, 73 113.
Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. [Paperback edition 1966.]
WALS: Martin Haspelmath, Matthew S. Dryer, David Gil & Bernard Comrie (eds) The World Atlas
of Language Structures. Oxford: Oxford University Press. Online at: http://wals.info.
http://wals.info/ . Dip in to whatever looks interesting.
Corbett, Greville G. 2006. Agreement. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. [Chapter 1 and
references there, also Chapter 4.]
Keenan, Edward & Bernard Comrie. 1977. Noun phrase accessibility and universal grammar.
Linguistic Inquiry 8.63-99. [Reprinted in Edward L. Keenan. 1987. Universal Grammar: 15 Essays,
3-45. London: Croom Helm.] A classic.
GGC. 2010. Implicational hierarchies. In: Jae Jung Song (ed.) The Oxford Handbook of Language
Typology, 190-205. Oxford: Oxford University Press. At:
www.academia.edu/6033174/Implicational_hierarchies. An introduction.
GGC. 2007. Canonical typology, suppletion and possible words. Language 83.8-42. [available at:
http://www.surrey.ac.uk/english/people/greville_g_corbett/ ]
Take a look at the Surrey Morphology Group databases at: http://www.surrey.ac.uk/LIS/SMG/
(select ‘web resources’).
Brown, Dunstan & Marina Chumakina. 2013. What there might be and what there is: an
introduction to Canonical Typology. In Dunstan Brown, Marina Chumakina & Greville G. Corbett
(eds) Canonical Morphology and Syntax, 1-19. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Bond, Oliver. 2013. A base for canonical negation. In Dunstan Brown, Marina Chumakina &
Greville G. Corbett (eds) Canonical Morphology and Syntax, 20-47. Oxford: Oxford University
Press.
Forker, Diana. 2016. Conceptualization in current approaches of language typology. Acta
Linguistica Hafniensia 48.70 84.
GGC. 2011. The penumbra of morphosyntactic feature systems. Morphology 21.445-480.
doi:10.1007/s11525-010-9171-4. [Preprint available on my University webpage.]
GGC. 2015. Morphosyntactic complexity: a typology of lexical splits. Language 91.145-193. DOI:
10.1353/lan.2015.0003. Available online.
Stump, Gregory. 2016. Inflectional Paradigms: Content and form at the syntax-morphology
interface. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
If you run out of reading material, please check the Canonical Typology bibliography at:
http://www.smg.surrey.ac.uk/approaches/canonical-typology/bibliography/
And finally, do enjoy the Mian and Kilivila collection, at:
http://www.miankilivila.surrey.ac.uk/
ARC CoEDL Summer School 2016
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Professor Greville Corbett

Greville G. Corbett is Distinguished Professor of Linguistics,
University of Surrey, where he leads the Surrey Morphology
Group. He works on the typology of features, as in Gender
(1991), Number (2000), Agreement (2006) and Features
(2012), all with Cambridge University Press. Recently, with
several colleagues, he has been developing the canonical
approach to typology. Within that approach he has papers in
Language, on suppletion (2007) and on lexical splits (2015).
He is a Partner Investigator in the ARC Centre of Excellence
the Dynamics of Language, and works particularly with Erich
Round and Janet Wiles (UQ).
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Statistical corpus analysis
Learn data wrangling techniques including joining files, merging metadata, creating your own
concordancer, automatized variable labelling, getting summary statistics by groups and more using
the popular {data.table} package. Learn about classification trees and random forests, statistical
modelling techniques appropriate for dealing with corpus data particularities and useful for both
data exploration and evaluation.
Bring own laptops please.
Before the course:
•
•
•
•

Participants should have R and the following R packages installed on their laptops and ready to
go: data.table, party, splitstackshape & ggplot2.
Participants should run the code provided to double-check that the installation worked.
Participants should read these articles about classification trees and random forests: Strobl et
al., 2009 and Tagliamonte & Baayen, 2012.
Participants should do the data.table tutorial found at:
https://rawgit.com/wiki/Rdatatable/data.table/vignettes/datatable-intro.html (REQUIRED)
and explore the other data.table resources found at:
https://github.com/Rdatatable/data.table/wiki/Getting-started (STRONGLY ENCOURAGED).

I will not be using RStudio during the course, but participants are welcome to use it if that is their
normal preference.

Dr Danielle Barth

Danielle Barth received her PhD at the University of Oregon where her
research has investigated the interface between syntax, phonetics and
information theory. In her research she uses empirical data drawn from
corpora, experiments and descriptive fieldwork. Her current primary
work is on describing variation in Matukar Panau, an Oceanic language
spoken in Papua New Guinea, and building a cross-linguistic corpus
with a team of researchers to investigate features of social cognition.
Her primary areas of interest are complex predicates, possession and
nominalization, probabilistic reduction, kinship terminology,
grammaticalisation and usage-based linguistics. She is also interested
in various quantitative methodologies and particularly how we can
apply them to relatively smaller data from non-majority languages.
ARC CoEDL Summer School 2016
Program
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Word structure in Australian languages
In this course, we cover the major patterns of word construction and phonological interaction found
in traditional Australian languages across the continent. Australian languages share many aspects of
both morphology and phonology, and also differ in some notable ways from languages elsewhere in
the world. We assume a knowledge of phonetics and phonology from a standard undergraduate
program.
Before the course:
Participants must read the three documents provided on the CoEDL Summer School webpage.

Dr Brett Baker

Dr Mark Harvey

Brett Baker is a senior lecturer in linguistics at
The University of Melbourne, the author of
Word Structure in Ngalakgan (2008), and the coeditor (with Ilana Mushin) of Discourse and
Grammar in Australian Languages (2008).

Mark Harvey is an Associate Professor in
Linguistics at the University of Newcastle. His
research focuses on Australian languages. He
has worked with people from the Darwin area
since 1980. His research interests include the
structure of Australian languages, historical
relationships among Australian languages, and
systems of kinship and land tenure. Phonology is
a particular interest with a focus on the analysis
of segment and word structures.
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Agent-based modelling and the evolution of language
What factors shape the development of new sign languages such as NSL? How does social structure
determine language change? We can investigate these cultural evolutionary questions using agentbased modelling. This introductory course provides hands-on experience of moving easily from
theory to practice, and the only technical skills required are that you bring your own laptop.
Bring own laptops please.
Before the course:
• Pre-Install NETLOGO from https://ccl.northwestern.edu/netlogo/download.shtml (Should work
with pretty much any computer, contact me in advance if there is a problem).
• Ensure your laptop is connected to the wifi.
Here are some readings which will give you an idea of the kinds of things we'll be looking at in class. I
DO NOT EXPECT YOU TO READ ALL OF THEM!
1. The one I'd really recommend everyone read is Skyrms, chapters 1, 7 & 8 which I've collated
here. This gives you an idea of how we can start using very simple models to answer rather
difficult questions. In fact, I recommend the whole book (if you have time and can get your
hands on it), but these chapters are most relevant for the course.
The other readings are more supplementary, but give you an idea of how agent-based models have
been used to attack various problems in linguistics:
2. Reali, Chater & Christiansen (2014) looks at Trudgill's ideas about community structure and
language complexity, and is a reasonably simple model.
3. Baxter Blythe Croft McKane (2009) also looks at Trudgill, this time looking vat language change.
This is *not* a particularly simple model, so don't get bogged down in any of the
technical/mathsy details (unless you want to), but apart from the scary l0oking bits this is a nice,
clear paper.
4. Wedel (2012) is decent example of an 'exemplar' model: these propose bottom-up, phonetic
explanations for the emergence and preservation of phonological categories.
5. Mitchell (2009) is really supplemental: we will probably talk about networks at some point, and
this is a primer on networks in theory and application.

ARC CoEDL Summer School 2016
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Dr Matt Spike

Matt is a Postdoctoral Researcher at the Australian National
University working in the Centre of Excellence for the Dynamics of
Language, supervised by Prof Kim Sterelny. He was previously a PhD
candidate in the Language Evolution and Computation Research Unit
at the University of Edinburgh, supervised by Prof Simon Kirby and Dr
Kenny Smith.
Matt has a BA (Hons 1st class) in Turkish & Linguistics from SOAS,
University of London and an MSc (Distinction) in the Evolution of
Language and Cognition from the University of Edinburgh.
His professional experience includes time spent in ESL teaching (2005present: Spain, Turkey, UK), IT technical support (1999-2003: UK,
USA), running a bar (2003-2005: Spain) and brief stints at attempting
to be a viniculturist in northern California and an astrophysics student
in Edinburgh.
Matt speaks Turkish, Spanish, French, and Python.
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Mixed models statistics
This course is a conceptual introduction to linear and generalized linear mixed models in R. It will
emphasize the assumptions of different model specifications (e.g., a mixed logistic regression vs a
linear mixed model using transformed data).
Before the course:
Participants should have some experience with R and should have both R and R Studio installed.

Dr Seamus Donnelly

Seamus received his PhD in Educational Psychology from the City
University of New York in 2016. His dissertation research was a metaanalysis of studies comparing monolinguals and bilinguals on
executive control tasks. He came to CoEDL to work under the
supervision of Dr Evan Kidd on the Canberra Longitudinal Child
Language Project. His current research interests include usage-based
approaches to the study of language acquisition and statistical
methods for analysing longitudinal and eye-tracking data.
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Papuan languages
This course will introduce participants to the Papuan languages of New Guinea and its surrounding
islands. Topics will include the typological diversity of Papuan languages, common Papuan
grammatical features (such as clause chaining and switch reference), and historical linguistics and
the prehistory of Papuan languages.
Before the course starts:
Participants should read:
• Evans, Nicholas & Marian Klamer. 2012a. Introduction: Linguistic Challenges of the Papuan
Region. Language Documentation & Conservation, Special Publication No. 5, pp. 1-12.
(http://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/bitstream/handle/10125/4558/evans_klamer.pdf;seque
nce=1)
Course structure and references:
Overview of Papuan languages
• Foley, William A. 2000. The languages of New Guinea. Annu. Rev. Anthropol. 2000. 29:357–404.
• Pawley, Andrew. 2006. Papuan Languages. Encyclopaedia of Languages and Linguistics Pp. 162–
170.
• Donohue, Mark. 1997. Tone systems in New Guinea. Linguistic Typology 1. 347–386.
The Sogeram languages
• Donohue, Mark. 2005. Configurationality in the languages of New Guinea. Australian Journal of
Linguistics 25(2). 181–218.
• Wade, Martha. 1997. Switch reference and control in Apalɨ. Language and Linguistics in
Melanesia 28(1). 1–16.
• Daniels, Don. 2015. A Reconstruction of Proto-Sogeram: Phonology, Lexicon, and Morphosyntax.
University of California, Santa Barbara Ph.D. dissertation.
Nen and the Yam languages
• Evans, Nicholas. 2012. Even more diverse than we thought: the multiplicity of Trans-Fly
languages. In Nicholas Evans & Marian Klamer (eds.) Melanesian Languages on the Edge of Asia:
Challenges for the 21st Century. Language Documentation and Conservation Special Publication
No. 5: 109–149.
• Evans, Nicholas. 2015. Inflection in Nen. In Matthew Baerman (ed.), The Oxford Handbook of
Inflection. Pp. 543–575.
• Evans, Nicholas and Julia Colleen Miller. 2016. Nen. Journal of the International Phonetic
Association 1-19. Available on CJO2016. doi:10.1017/S0025100315000365.
• Evans, Nicholas. 2014. Positional Verbs in Nen. Oceanic Linguistics 53(2). 225–255.
doi:10.1353/ol.2014.0019.
Diachrony in the New Guinea context
• Daniels, Don. 2014. Complex coordination in diachrony: Two Sogeram case studies. Diachronica
31(3). 379–406.
• Daniels, Don. To appear. A method for mitigating the problem of borrowing in syntactic
reconstruction. Studies in Language.
• Wester, Ruth. 2014. A Linguistic History of Awyu-Dumut: Morphological Study and
Reconstruction of a Papuan Language Family. Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam Ph.D. dissertation.
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Dr Don Daniels

Professor Nick Evans

Don conducts fieldwork on Papuan
languages in Madang Province, Papua New
Guinea. His work focuses on documentation,
description, and comparative reconstruction,
and he has conducted extensive research on
the Sogeram family of languages, spoken in
central Madang. He is now engaged in a new
project with the Minjim language family
which will focus on the documentation of
three undescribed Minjim languages and the
reconstruction of Proto-Minjim.

Nicholas (Nick) Evans is a linguist specialising in
the languages of Australia (Kayardild, Bininj Gunwok, Dalabon, Iwaidja) and Southern New Guinea
(Nen), as well as more general problems of
documenting the world’s fragile linguistic
diversity. He has written comprehensive reference
grammars of previously undescribed Australian
languages (Kayardild, Evans 1995 and Bininj Gunwok, Evans 2003), dictionaries of Kayardild and
Dalabon, coedited books on a range of linguistic
problems (polysynthesis, reciprocal constructions,
insubordination), and (with Patrick McConvell) on
bringing together linguistic and archaeological
evidence to reconstruct Australia’s deep human
past (McConvell & Evans 1997). His crossover book
Dying Words: Endangered Languages and What
They Have to Tell Us (2010) has been translated
into French, German, Japanese, Korean and
Chinese, and (with Steve Levinson) he is the
author of an influential article The Myth of
Language Universals which argues for a
fundamental reorientation of the field away from
an untenable ‘universal grammar’ to a an
approach taking diversity and variability as its core
premises. He has also published on Aboriginal art,
music and oral history, as seen through the prism
of indigenous languages, and served as an
interpreter and anthropological consultant in
several Aboriginal native title claims. Based at the
Australian National University, he directs CoEDL,
the ARC Centre of Excellence for the Dynamics of
Language.
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Hands-on EEG
See: Many languages – one brain: an introduction to neurotypology

Making acquisition data part of fieldwork
This short course will introduce participants to the considerations necessary to undertake linguistics
research into children’s acquisition and development of language through the primary school years.
Topics discussed will include ethics and consent, language input to children, language development
in children, and appropriate methodologies for collection linguistics data from children.
Before the course:
Participants should read:
• Kelly, B., W. Forshaw, R. Nordlinger and G. Wigglesworth. 2015. Linguistic diversity in first
language acquisition research: Moving beyond the challenges. First Language, 35(4-5), 286-304.

Dr Barbara Kelly

Professor Jill Wigglesworth

Barb’s research and publications focus primarily on
language development, specifically how languageinternal grammatical pressures interact with social
pressures in children's socialization toward
becoming competent language users. Within this
frame, she is intrigued by carer-child
communication practices across vastly different
languages and cultures including in remote
Himalayan communities, remote Indigenous
Australian communities, and urban Australian
settings. Her current research investigates the
acquisition of Murrinhpatha.

Professor Gillian Wigglesworth is chief
investigator on the ARC Centre of Excellence
for the Dynamics of Language where she
runs the “Learning” program. She has
published extensively in both first and
second language acquisition as well as
bilingualism. Her major research focus is on
the languages Indigenous children living in
remote communities are learning, and how
these interact with English once they attend
school.
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Acoustic phonetics for non-phoneticians
This hands-on course features an introduction to acoustics. We will focus on:
1. How you can go about some of the basic features in Praat (speech analysis software) such as
opening sound files and annotation;
2. Some of the most important elements for "reading" a spectrogram (and why you might want
to!),
3. Some examples of how phoneticians might deal with fine-grained phonetic detail.
Before the course:
Participants should download the freely available Praat from www.praat.org beforehand if they
would like to follow along in a hands-on manner. This is recommended for better learning, but
please note that I will also have a demonstration projected to the room so this is not essential.
If anybody enrolled in the class would like to have their own data used in the session, please email
me some samples at dloakes@unimelb.edu.au. Please make sure permissions allow for sharing with
others, because sound files will be played and shared with other course participants in advance.

Dr Debbie Loakes

Debbie Loakes is a phonetician, and postdoc with the Centre
of Excellence. She works with the Processing group on a
project called The Sociophonetics of Aboriginal English. Her
research interests are speech production and perception,
sound change, language variation and change, and forensics.
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Public Lecture: The Australian Accent: Origins and Evolution
Kathleen Fitzpatrick Theatre, Arts West
Australian English differs from other Englishes of the world in its syntax, lexicon and idiom, but it is
the phonology that immediately signals ‘Australian’ to a listener. The phonology determines the
unique characteristics of the Australian accent but what is the nature of the Australian accent today
and how has it evolved in response to the rapidly changing society in which we live?
Unprecedented cultural change has led to increased linguistic variation in the community
necessitating a re-evaluation of ideas about Australian English and its various forms. In particular, it
has been important to acknowledge the wide range of ethnocultural and indigenous varieties and to
demonstrate a greater awareness of social and regional variation within mainstream Australian
English. The proportion of the Australian population born overseas is currently at its highest point in
120 years so it is timely to examine how the accent has changed over this period and to consider the
impact of sociocultural variation on language change.
In this talk the origins and evolution of the Australian English accent with reference to acoustic
analyses of both archival and current speech data to illustrate where the accent has come from, how
it got to where it is now, and where it may be headed will be explored.

Associate Professor Felicity Cox

Felicity Cox is Associate Professor in the Department of Linguistics at
Macquarie University. She is regarded as one of the foremost
authorities on the Australian English accent having published
extensively on the phonetics and phonology of the variety with a
particular focus on the accent’s history, evolution and variation. She is
the author of Australian English: Pronunciation and Transcription
(Cambridge University Press, 2012).
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Summer School social - Dinner and Barefoot Bowls
City of Melbourne Bowls Club, Flagstaff Gardens
An informal approach to the summer school dinner, there will be a barbeque at the bowls club to
enjoy the Melbourne summer evening in style. You can even play some barefoot lawn bowls if the
fancy strikes!
Tickets can be purchased by clicking here. Partners welcome. A cash bar will be available.

Libation perambulation
Carlton and Fitzroy
Explore some of the more iconic establishments in Carlton and Fitzroy by visiting the stops on the
route provided. Collect clues at every stop to solve a linguistics puzzle and stand a chance of winning
a prize.
Click here to access the route map.
There are plentiful options for dinner in the Fitzroy area and it is a 25 minute walk back to the
College.
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